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w191 10 - In This Week's Parashah

God commands Avram to go from his home to a land God will show him.

Avram and Sarai travel to |V12 VX (Eretz Canaan, the
land of Canaan) together with their nephew, Lot.

Avram and Lot each own large herds of cattle, but their
shepherds argue, so Lot decides to move to Sedom,
which is a wicked city.

A group of four kings, on one side, wages war against
a group of five kings, on the other side. The four kings
conguer Sedom and take Lot captive.

Avram chases down the four kings, defeats their armies,
and rescues Lot.

God makes a special promise to Avram that he will have
children as numerous as the stars in the sky, and they
will inherit Eretz Canaan.

Sarai has her servant, Hagar, marry Avram in order for
them to have children together. Hagar and Avram have a
son named Yishmael.

God changes Avram'’s name to Avraham, and gives him
the mitzvah of n7'n nMAa (brit milah, circumcision).

God changes Sarai's name to Sarah, and says the nna
(brit, covenant) will continue through her own son.

V

When we first meet
Avraham and Sarah,
their names are
Avram and Sarai.
God changes both
of their names later
in this parashah—
Avram becomes
Avraham, and Sarai
becomes Sarah.
Below, they will be
called Avram and
Sarai in all the parts
of the story before
their names are
changed.
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In the opening 3109 (pasuk, verse) of Parashat Lekh
Lekha, God chooses Avram for a special mission, and
commands him to go on a journey that becomes the first
part of the story of the Jewish people.

Bereishit 12:1 N:Q' N'UNT]
God said to Avram, “Go forth from your land and AXIND A7777 DIANTTN N IDNY
from your birthplace and from your father’s house AUN YINDT7N AN DA ANT 7N
to the land that | will show you.” NN

This is similar to the opening pasuk of last week’s parashah, when we were told that
God chose Noah for a special mission, too.

However, there is a big difference between these two D'j109 (pesukim, verses). The
Torah explains why Noah was chosen, saying that he was righteous (Bereishit 6:9). But
the Torah does not tell us anything about Avram'’s background to help us understand
why God chooses him.

This midrash helps us fill in this gap.




Bereishit Rabbah 39:1 N:07 N2 N'UNN2

Rabbi Yitzhak said: This may be compared to a NNU TNN7 7WUN PNY! A0 N
person who was traveling from place to place and N2 DXL, DIPRT DiPR» MY
then saw a palace on fire. He said, “Is it possible that NANY NN N NP7IT NNN
this building has no one in charge?” The owner of 7Y2 1"7Y Y'¥D NN X720
the building appeared to him and said to him: "l am 7Y2 NID N7 0N ,NAN
the master of the palace.” So, too, since our father DDNAN 1N n!ﬂ\@ 197 72 .07an
Avraham said, "Is it possible that this world has no N72 DTN D7IVnW WNA ININ
one in charge?" the Holy Blessed One appeared to NIn ;},113 L'Jl‘rpn ﬁjy YIND 20
him and said to him, “I am the master of the world.” .D7iVn 7U2 NIN N 7 NI

According to this midrash, there is an important story that takes place before God
selects Avram. First, Avram notices that there is a kind of “fire” in the world and wonders
who is looking after it. Only then does God respond to Avram and choose him for his
mission.

+ What do you think it means that Avram noticed that the world is on fire? What
different kinds of "fires” should we be noticing around us?

+ Why does it matter whether God chooses Avram out of the blue or because Avram
did something that made him worthy?

T 74 12T XD -

The Hebrew word Nj7iT (doleket) that describes the building in
this midrash is not clear.

+ One interpretation is that the building (which represents
the world) is on fire. According to this reading, Avram sees
everything wrong with the world and cries out for the owner
to come and fix it.

+ But it could equally mean that the building is lit up or glowing.
This second interpretation would suggest that Avram doesn't
see bad things about the world, but instead he sees how
bright and beautiful it is. When he cries out for the owner, he
wants to know who owns such an amazing place.

We can discover God's footprint in the world by doing either—by
noticing the fires that we might have to put out, or by realizing
how magnificent and beautif




Y19 - Commentary

God promises Avram that his descendants will be like the stars, and that they will live
in |V12 VN (Eretz Canaan, the land of Canaan). But Avram replies to this promise with a
guestion:

Genesis 15:8 N:IV N'UNN]
And he said, "God, how will | know that | will VTN NN D{I7X N 0N
possess it?” TMWIAN D

What, exactly, is Avram asking for? Here are two opinions on this question. Try to see if
you can explain the difference between them!

Sforno (16th century, Italy) 117190

Perhaps my descendants will sin and not be “WA7 497! N7I DA INON! 7N 1D
worthy to receive this inheritance.

Bekhor Shor (12th century, France) 1w D2
It is not possible to say that he is asking God for a WiITENT NIN TNUW 07 N
sign [that his children will inherit the land], since he N‘7NT..:|':YJN.‘1 15U NI qnﬁ
already bellevedthls Rather, "HOW will | know thaF I Vi "]y_)|'7:) n;lLU‘l'N 1D YTN NNA
YVI|| pgssess it?" is as if he |s.sa)./|ng: I. kpow thz.:\t I WI||' NIWAIN DA NN NIUINY N
inherit the land, but "How will I inherit it"—during which DTN IT TR 0T NTINA

time and in which generation, and when will it be?
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Q ? According to Sforno, Avram’s question is rooted in doubt
o
°

about whether his children would deserve what God
was promising. He is asking: "How can | be sure that
my children will actually deserve to receive these
blessings?”

The Bekhor Shor, however, believes that Avram is just
asking God for more specific information, saying: "How
and when will my children actually inherit the land?”

+ In the Talmud (Nedarim 32a), Shmuel says that it was

inappropriate for Avram to express doubt about God's

promise. Does either one of the questions presented
by Sforno and the Bekhor Shor seem inappropriate to
you? What else could Avram have said after God made
that promise to him?

+ Even though Sforno and Bekhor Shor don't agree

on what Avram is asking, it seems they do agree that

he is very concerned about what will happen to his
descendants. What do you think that tells us about Avram?
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9711 - Halakhah

After Avram defeats the armies holding Lot captive, he
receives a N21A (berakhah, blessing) from Malkitzedek, 4, @é
king of Shalem. Malkitzedek first blesses Avram (Bereishit (z,(ﬂ/[y impac\-S“\\‘
14:19) and then blesses God (Bereishit 14:20). How does one

respond when somebody else makes a blessing?

Nowadays, the custom is that one should respond, "YW 1121 NIN N2
(barukh hu u-varukh shemo, blessed is God and blessed is God’'s hame),”
when they hear another person saying God's name in a blessing. The first
mention of this custom is in the Tur of Rabbi Yaakov ben Asher:




Tur, Orah Hayyim 124 729 DN NIN NIV
(14th century, Germany and Spain) . _

NG M NAND MYR U
| heard from my father and teacher (Rabbeinu Asher, N2721 N2 72 7Y NIN
known as the Rosh), that upon every blessing that one N2 DIPY 722 YRIWU Ny
hears in any place, one should say, "barukh hu u-varukh ANNYANTIINW N2 NIN
shemo.” This is derived from what Moshe, our teacher, NN N DY D 1120 NUN
said: "When | call out the name of God, give greatness 17'9N TIVI1'J7N7 772120
to our God" (Devarim 32:3). Moreover, even when a Y DT WA 'Y [2THWD
righteous person is mentioned, one needs to bless them, AT (T2 1'7WN) MONIY D127
as it says, "The memory of the righteous is for a blessing” N2NA7 'Y
(Mishlei 10:7).

This teaches us that calling out the name If the person who hears the berakhah

of God, such as in a berakhah, requires is at a point in their own prayers where
a response of giving “greatness to our one cannot make interruptions, such as
God,” meaning that a person should say, during the blessings before Shema.
“barukh hu u-varukh shemo.” . , barukh hu
If one is going to fulfill the mitzvah u-varukh shemo
When shouldn't one say “barukh hu through the person making the
u-varukh shemo"? berakhah. For example, during Kiddush,

or the berakhah recited before hearing
shofar or Megilat Esther, one does not
say barukh hu u-varukh shemo. Instead,
one listens to the berakhah without
interrupting, and then answers "amen” at
the end.

QA

The Mishnah Berurah (Orah Hayyim
124:21) brings two examples of when
one should not say, "barukh hu u-varukh
shemo,” upon hearing God's name in a
berakhah.

T 110 + What's Going On Here?
Why is D"¥n (Mitzrayim, Egypt) spared from the famine?

When faced with a severe famine in |[V12 Y (Eretz Canaan, land of Canaan), Avram and
Sarai decide to travel to Mitzrayim (Bereishit 12:10). Later on in Bereishit, the same thing
happens again when the sons of Yaakov travel down to Mitzrayim during a famine in search
of food (Bereishit 41:57).

Why is Mitzrayim not affected by the famines in Eretz Canaan?

One possibility is the difference between agriculture in Mitzrayim and Eretz Canaan. Farms in
Eretz Canaan are dependent on rain. So, if there is a drought (meaning that there is no rain),
food can't grow. Mitzrayim, however, had an irrigation system connected to the Nile river, so
food could grow even when it wasn't raining.
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n"11U 79 U471 - A Moment of Hebrew

N

T2 (Liver) =
the largest
and heaviest
Now Avram was very heavy (rich) TN T2 DN internal organ
with cattle, silver, and gold. N7 QD22 N)PPA in the human
body

Bereishit 13:2 2:2' N'UNNA

(12.0 WW) T22 Find the Word!

NTQD =
Heavy ) Where else can you find this '

o . Luggage
WU (shoresh, root) in the Torah?

Look at Shemot 4:22. What

wor Mosh t . .
© d? does Moshe use to . N Tiad (Respect,
explain why he cannot speak : .
. : honor) = showing
to Pharaoh and lead 78 w' 12 : w1y

respect is a way
of "giving weight”
to a person'’s
importance and
acknowledging

. . : that they have
T 7U NPT - One-Minute Debate ; value

(Benei Yisrael, the Israelites) out
of DMx» (Mitzrayim, Egypt)?

How o play:

Here is a topic for debate along with some suggested arguments,
but feel free to come up with your own.

+ Assign people to the “true” or “false” sides.

+ Each side gets 30 seconds to make their case.

+ At the end, the group votes on a winner.

Debate: It was good that Avram and Lot separated.

+ True: + False:

+ Distance makes the + Out of sight out of mind, they

heart grow fonder. are family and they should stick
+ Why should they be together.
crowded and fight if + It's important to work things out

there is so much land and figure out how to get along
that God promised and share with each other.
them?

—_—
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1H1W Ni7KY - Parashah Scavenger Hunt

The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the matching
numbered aliyah in the Torah reading. The answers to the last three are
harder and can come from anywhere in the parashah.

Good luck!
, I

G What leads Avram to go to DIY» a What Hebrew words
| (Mitzrayim, Egypt)? does the Torah use

to describe Avram as
having been very rich?

I
e What city was said to be
filled with terrible, horrible
‘ people?

In the war of the five kings against the
I | four, who wins?
What does God tell

‘ Avram to count?

I
e How old was Avram when
‘ his son, Yishmael, was

born?

a How many princes will
Yishmael give birth to?

The midrash says that the phrase NN 1WY TUN W9IN NNI
e (ve-et ha-nefesh asher asu ve-Haran, and the life/soul
that they made in Haran) refers to people Avram and
Sarai converted to Judaism. Where else in the parashah is
the word W91 (nefesh, life/soul) used to refer to people?

|
e What is the name of the
priest of |i*7y 7-N (El
‘ Elyon, God Most High)?

There are three young men
who help Avram recapture

his nephew. What are their
names?
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K701 'NUL - Torah Trop

Tevir 771N
3

/

This week’s note is tevir, which
looks like a dot being scooped
up. The name, tevir, means
"broken” and it makes a sound
that goes down and then
comes back up—just like when
you scoop something up! Tevir
usually leads us into the middle
or the end of a verse; it's kind of
like the airplane gear that gets
us ready to land.

Although the tevir itself is very
common, there are only seven
times in the Torah when there is
a double tevir! Check it out from
this week’s parashah:

Bereishit 13:18 N N'WwNN2
And Avram pitched his tent, and AV X2 Uj:}_{ BUN"]
Mamrei, which are in Hevron R ) S

Pay attention and see if you can catch the other six throughout the year!



1T 7U 13T4 IXi2 - Tell Me More About This!

We saw a big difference in the nT nn (What's Going On Here?) section (p. 6)
between the lands of D¥y (Mitzrayim, Egypt) and |V12 (Canaan): Mitzrayim
gets its water from the Nile, while Eretz Canaan gets its water from rain. This
is seen by the Torah as one of the best features of Eretz Yisrael:

Devarim 11:10-12 -1 N DT
For the land that you are about to enter and possess NPWUTR NAN TN YIND 1D
is not like Eretz Mitzrayim from which you have AN NI DYD \1‘1?___1_3.&‘7 ni’jU‘]?
come. There, the grain you sowed had to be watered m_hrrw Ulfﬂ WLIJ:?X .DLEJ'D DD'N;{'!
by your own effort, like a vegetable garden; but the \nan 3D'1‘iD IJj f]'?ﬂl D'ﬁt!ini
land you are about to cross into and possess, a land HDL!JW.? npU ljljj'x) IjDN ij
of hills and valleys, soaks up its water from the rains D!D@D'WDYW J'\'vﬁll D'.W.D \,_W
of heaven. It is a land which God your Lord looks TN ’D'W@N VN .ID!D'T\DL!J:J':W
after, on which God your Lord always keeps God's na Tp‘m = ";"3__) 'fv').'.DJ';\ ATIN w‘rr
eye, from year’s beginning to year's end. 3”3@ ﬂ"W.D?_% TYI MU MU

In Mitzrayim, you have to walk to the Nile with a bucket, get your water, and
then bring it back to wherever you need it, or else spend a ton of effort
digging an irrigation ditch. So tiring! In Eretz Yisrael, though, all you need to do
is sit and wait for God to bring rain. In Mitzrayim you have to water your plants
yourself, but in Eretz Yisrael God does it for you.

+ Think about a big task that you have to do. Which would you prefer—to
have to put in all the work yourself but for every part of that task to be
within your power. Or to have to do none of the work but not control
when or how it is done?




%
1'020N 111'N « Who Were Our Sages?

One of our DIWN9 (parshanim, commentators) this week is
Yosef ben Yitzhak from Orléans, a rabbi, poet, and author who
lived in France during the 12th century. He is most famous for his
commentary on the Torah called Bekhor Shor. :

e

It's very common for these kinds of books to be named after some
quote from Tanakh that in some way relates to the author’s name.
In this case, NiW 1id2a (bekhor shor, firstborn bull) is a reference

to Moshe's blessing, describing the strength of the biblical Yosef:

the plain meaning of the text. He commented on
passages in the Talmud as part of the Tosafot, a
close-knit community of French rabbis who were
some of the greatest legal and talmudic
- experts of all time. He was very good
- friends with fellow Tosafist Rabbeinu
q, Tam, Rashi's grandson.

% .

: 11073 DX 703117 2T0 iNiW 1iDA (like a firstborn bull in his majesty, ;,
[Yosef] has horns like the horns of the wild-ox). )
.. He is known in this commentary to stick closely to %

g VA

As if that wasn't enough, he also wrote

a bunch of poems. Some of them
appear in his commentary, and some he
‘wrote to be recited in Selihot during the
High Holiday period.




Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers:

1. A famine
2. TN T2 (kaveid me'od, literally: very heavy)

jiidim Amrafel, Aryokh, Kedorl Tid'al /\’
. The four: Amrafel, Ar b 1 , Tid'
yo edorla’omer, Tid'a ﬁ -ﬁ
5. The stars

o \E”“W/
7.12 _ — —~ Lo L.
8. The captives from Sedom (Beéreishit 14:21) Sllabbat Sflalonl’ .
9. Malkitzedek (Bereishit 14:18) - - s~
10. Aner, Eshkol, Mamrej (Bereishit 14:24) . 06 . ¢ ) <.
0.1 . - ~017WNv -
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