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�	 God commands Avram to go from his home to a land God will show him.

�	 Avram and Sarai travel to ֶאֶרץ ּכְנַָען (Eretz Canaan, the 
land of Canaan) together with their nephew, Lot.

�	 Avram and Lot each own large herds of cattle, but their 
shepherds argue, so Lot decides to move to Sedom, 
which is a wicked city. 

�	 A group of four kings, on one side, wages war against 
a group of five kings, on the other side. The four kings 
conquer Sedom and take Lot captive.

�	 Avram chases down the four kings, defeats their armies, 
and rescues Lot.

�	 God makes a special promise to Avram that he will have 
children as numerous as the stars in the sky, and they 
will inherit Eretz Canaan.

�	 Sarai has her servant, Hagar, marry Avram in order for 
them to have children together. Hagar and Avram have a 
son named Yishmael.

�	 God changes Avram’s name to Avraham, and gives him 
the mitzvah of ְּבִרית ִמילָה (brit milah, circumcision). 

�	 God changes Sarai’s name to Sarah, and says the ְּבִרית 
(brit, covenant) will continue through her own son.

In This Week’s Parashah  •  ָמה ּבַָּפָרָׁשה

ֶה
עַל ז

אּו נְַדּבֵר 
ּבֹו

  •  Tell M
e M

ore About This! 

When we first meet 
Avraham and Sarah, 
their names are 
Avram and Sarai. 
God changes both 
of their names later 
in this parashah—
Avram becomes 
Avraham, and Sarai 
becomes Sarah. 
Below, they will be 
called Avram and 
Sarai in all the parts 
of the story before 
their names are 
changed.
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   Midrash  •  ִמְדָרש

בראשית יב:א

וַּיֹאֶמר ה' ֶאל־ַאְבָרם לֶךְ־לְךָ ֵמַאְרצְךָ 
ּוִמּמֹולְַדְּתךָ ּוִמֵּבית ָאִביךָ ֶאל־ָהָאֶרץ ֲאֶׁשר 

ַאְרֶאּךָ׃

There are often gaps in 
the Torah’s telling of the 
story and there are also 
phrases that are curious 
and draw our attention. 
Midrash tries to fill in 
gaps in the story while 
also answering questions 
or resolving difficulties. 
You can think of midrash 
as where the text and an 
idea meet.

Bereishit 12:1

God said to Avram, ”Go forth from your land and 
from your birthplace and from your father’s house 
to the land that I will show you.”
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In the opening ָּפסּוק (pasuk, verse) of Parashat Lekh 
Lekha, God chooses Avram for a special mission, and 
commands him to go on a journey that becomes the first 
part of the story of the Jewish people. 

This is similar to the opening pasuk of last week’s parashah, when we were told that 
God chose Noah for a special mission, too.

However, there is a big difference between these two ְּפסּוִקים (pesukim, verses). The 
Torah explains why Noah was chosen, saying that he was righteous (Bereishit 6:9). But 
the Torah does not tell us anything about Avram’s background to help us understand 
why God chooses him.

This midrash helps us fill in this gap.



בראשית רבה לט:א

ָאַמר ַרִּבי יִצְָחק ָמָׁשל לְֶאָחד ֶׁשָהיָה 
עֹוֵבר ִמָּמקֹום לְָמקֹום, וְָרָאה ִּביָרה 

ַאַחת ּדֹולֶֶקת, ָאַמר ּתֹאַמר ֶׁשַהִּביָרה 
ַהּזֹו ְּבלֹא ַמנְִהיג, ֵהִציץ ָעלָיו ַּבַעל 

ַהִּביָרה, ָאַמר לֹו ֲאנִי הּוא ַּבַעל 
ַהִּביָרה. ָּכךְ לְִפי ֶׁשָהיָה ָאִבינּו ַאְבָרָהם 

אֹוֵמר ּתֹאַמר ֶׁשָהעֹולָם ַהּזֶה ְּבלֹא 
ַמנְִהיג, ֵהִציץ ָעלָיו ַהָּקדֹוׁש ָּברּוךְ הּוא 

וְָאַמר לֹו ֲאנִי הּוא ַּבַעל ָהעֹולָם.

Bereishit Rabbah 39:1

Rabbi Yitzhak said: This may be compared to a 
person who was traveling from place to place and 
then saw a palace on fire. He said, ”Is it possible that 
this building has no one in charge?” The owner of 
the building appeared to him and said to him: ”I am 
the master of the palace.” So, too, since our father 
Avraham said, ”Is it possible that this world has no 
one in charge?” the Holy Blessed One appeared to 
him and said to him, ”I am the master of the world.”
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According to this midrash, there is an important story that takes place before God 
selects Avram. First, Avram notices that there is a kind of ”fire” in the world and wonders 
who is looking after it. Only then does God respond to Avram and choose him for his 
mission.

�	 What do you think it means that Avram noticed that the world is on fire? What 
different kinds of ”fires” should we be noticing around us? 

�	 Why does it matter whether God chooses Avram out of the blue or because Avram 
did something that made him worthy?

The Hebrew word ּדֹולֶֶקת (doleket) that describes the building in 
this midrash is not clear.

�	 One interpretation is that the building (which represents 
the world) is on fire. According to this reading, Avram sees 
everything wrong with the world and cries out for the owner 
to come and fix it.

�	 But it could equally mean that the building is lit up or glowing. 
This second interpretation would suggest that Avram doesn’t 
see bad things about the world, but instead he sees how 
bright and beautiful it is. When he cries out for the owner, he 
wants to know who owns such an amazing place.

We can discover God’s footprint in the world by doing either—by 
noticing the fires that we might have to put out, or by realizing 
how magnificent and beautiful the world can be.

 !Tell Me More About This  •  ּבֹואּו נְַדּבֵר עַל זֶה
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 Commentary  •  ַּפְרָׁשנּות

Genesis 15:8

And he said, ”God, how will I know that I will 
possess it?”

Sforno (16th century, Italy)

Perhaps my descendants will sin and not be 
worthy to receive this inheritance. 

Bekhor Shor (12th century, France)

It is not possible to say that he is asking God for a 
sign [that his children will inherit the land], since he 
already believed this… Rather, ”How will I know that I 
will possess it?” is as if he is saying: I know that I will 
inherit the land, but ”How will I inherit it”—during which 
time and in which generation, and when will it be?

בראשית טו:ח

 וַּיֹאַמר ה' ֱאלִֹקים ַּבָּמה ֵאַדע 
ּכִי ִאיָרֶׁשּנָה׃

ספורנו

ּכִי אּולַי יְֶחְטאּו ַהָּבנִים וְלֹא יִזְּכּו לְיֵֵרׁש:

בכור שור

ֵאין לֹוַמר ֶׁשָּׁשַאל אֹות לְַהָּקדֹוׁש 
ָּברּוךְ הּוא ֶׁשּכְָבר ֶהֱאִמין… ֶאּלָא 

ַּבָּמה ֵאַדע ּכִי ִאיָרֶׁשּנָה ּכְלֹוַמר יֹוֵדַע 
ֲאנִי ֶׁשִאיָרֶׁשּנָה ֶאּלָא ַּבָּמה ִאיָרֶׁשּנָה 
ְּבֵאיזֶה זְַמן ּוְבֵאיזֶה ּדֹור ּוָמַתי יְִהיֶה...

God promises Avram that his descendants will be like the stars, and that they will live 
in ֶאֶרץ ּכְנַָען (Eretz Canaan, the land of Canaan). But Avram replies to this promise with a 
question: 

What, exactly, is Avram asking for? Here are two opinions on this question. Try to see if 
you can explain the difference between them!
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According to Sforno, Avram’s question is rooted in doubt 
about whether his children would deserve what God 

was promising. He is asking: ”How can I be sure that 
my children will actually deserve to receive these 

blessings?”

The Bekhor Shor, however, believes that Avram is just 
asking God for more specific information, saying: ”How 
and when will my children actually inherit the land?”

  In the Talmud (Nedarim 32a), Shmuel says that it was 
inappropriate for Avram to express doubt about God’s 
promise. Does either one of the questions presented 

by Sforno and the Bekhor Shor seem inappropriate to 
you? What else could Avram have said after God made 
that promise to him?

  Even though Sforno and Bekhor Shor don’t agree 
on what Avram is asking, it seems they do agree that 
he is very concerned about what will happen to his 

descendants. What do you think that tells us about Avram?

Halakhah  • ֲהלָכָה

After Avram defeats the armies holding Lot captive, he 
receives a ְּבָרָכה (berakhah, blessing) from Malkitzedek, 
king of Shalem. Malkitzedek first blesses Avram (Bereishit 
14:19) and then blesses God (Bereishit 14:20). How does one 
respond when somebody else makes a blessing?  

Nowadays, the custom is that one should respond, ”ָבּרּוךְ הּוא ּוָברּוךְ ְׁשמֹו 
(barukh hu u-varukh shemo, blessed is God and blessed is God’s name),” 
when they hear another person saying God’s name in a blessing. The first 
mention of this custom is in the Tur of Rabbi Yaakov ben Asher:

learn one way the parashah 

 practically impacts our liv
es 
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Tur, Orah Hayyim 124  
(14th century, Germany and Spain)

I heard from my father and teacher (Rabbeinu Asher, 
known as the Rosh), that upon every blessing that one 
hears in any place, one should say, ”barukh hu u-varukh 
shemo.” This is derived from what Moshe, our teacher, 
said: ”When I call out the name of God, give greatness 
to our God” (Devarim 32:3). Moreover, even when a 
righteous person is mentioned, one needs to bless them, 
as it says, ”The memory of the righteous is for a blessing” 
(Mishlei 10:7).

טור, אורח חיים קכד

וְָׁשַמְעִּתי ֵמַאָּבא מֹוִרי ֶׁשָהיָה 
אֹוֵמר ַעל ָּכל ְּבָרָכה ּוְבָרָכה 

ֶׁשָהיָה ׁשֹוֵמַע ְּבָכל ָמקֹום ָּברּוךְ 
הּוא ּוָברּוךְ ְׁשמֹו וְזֶהּו ֶׁשָאַמר 

מֶֹׁשה ַרֵּבינּו ּכִי ֵׁשם ה' ֶאְקָרא 
ָהבּו גֶֹדל לֵאלֵֹקינּו וְעֹוד ֲאִפילּו 

ּכְֶׁשַּמזְּכִיִרין ַצִּדיק ָּבָׂשר וָָדם ָצִריךְ 
לְָבְרכֹו ֶׁשּנֱֶאַמר (ִמְׁשלֵי י:ז) "זֵֶכר 

ַצִּדיק לְִבָרָכה".

This teaches us that calling out the name 
of God, such as in a berakhah, requires 
a response of giving ”greatness to our 
God,” meaning that a person should say, 
”barukh hu u-varukh shemo.”

When shouldn’t one say “barukh hu 
u-varukh shemo”?

The Mishnah Berurah (Orah Hayyim 
124:21) brings two examples of when 
one should not say, ”barukh hu u-varukh 
shemo,” upon hearing God’s name in a 
berakhah. 

If the person who hears the berakhah 
is at a point in their own prayers where 
one cannot make interruptions, such as 
during the blessings before Shema. 

If one is going to fulfill the mitzvah 
through the person making the 
berakhah. For example, during Kiddush, 
or the berakhah recited before hearing 
shofar or Megilat Esther, one does not 
say barukh hu u-varukh shemo. Instead, 
one listens to the berakhah without 
interrupting, and then answers ”amen” at 
the end. 

barukh hu 
u-varukh shemo

AMENbarukh hu 
u-varukh shemo

AMEN
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?What’s Going On Here  •  ָמה זֶה
Why is ִמצְַריִם (Mitzrayim, Egypt) spared from the famine? 

When faced with a severe famine in ֶאֶרץ ּכְנַָען (Eretz Canaan, land of Canaan), Avram and 
Sarai decide to travel to Mitzrayim (Bereishit 12:10). Later on in Bereishit, the same thing 
happens again when the sons of Yaakov travel down to Mitzrayim during a famine in search 
of food (Bereishit 41:57).

Why is Mitzrayim not affected by the famines in Eretz Canaan? 

One possibility is the difference between agriculture in Mitzrayim and Eretz Canaan. Farms in 
Eretz Canaan are dependent on rain. So, if there is a drought (meaning that there is no rain), 
food can’t grow. Mitzrayim, however, had an irrigation system connected to the Nile river, so 
food could grow even when it wasn’t raining. 
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Bereishit 13:2
Now Avram was very heavy (rich) 
with cattle, silver, and gold.

בראשית יג:ב
וְַאְבָרם ּכֵָבד ְמאֹד 

ַּבִּמְקנֶה ַּבּכֶֶסף ּוַבּזָָהב׃

ּכֵָבד (ׁשֶֹרׁש כ.ב.ד)
Heavy

  = (Liver) ָּכֵבד
the largest 
and heaviest 
internal organ 
in the human 
body

 ,Respect) ָּכבֹוד
honor) = showing 
respect is a way 
of ”giving weight” 
to a person’s 
importance and 
acknowledging 
that they have 
value

 = ּכְבּוָדה
Luggage 

A Moment of Hebrew  •  ֶרגַע ֶׁשל ִעבְִרית

Find the Word! 
Where else can you find this 
?in the Torah (shoresh, root) ׁשֶֹרׁש

Look at Shemot 4:22. What 
words does Moshe use to 
explain why he cannot speak 
to Pharaoh and lead ְּבנֵי יְִׂשָרֵאל 
(Benei Yisrael, the Israelites) out 
of ִמצְַריִם (Mitzrayim, Egypt)? 

One-Minute Debate  •  ַּדָּקה ֶׁשל ִּדּיּוןּ

True:

�	 Distance makes the 
heart grow fonder.

�	 Why should they be 
crowded and fight if 
there is so much land 
that God promised 
them?

Debate: It was good that Avram and Lot separated.

False: 

�	 Out of sight out of mind, they 
are family and they should stick 
together.

�	 It’s important to work things out 
and figure out how to get along 
and share with each other.

How to play:
Here is a topic for debate along with some suggested arguments, 
but feel free to come up with your own.
�	 Assign people to the “true” or “false” sides. 
�	 Each side gets 30 seconds to make their case. 
�	 At the end, the group votes on a winner. 
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Parashah Scavenger Hunt  •  ְׁשֵאלֹות ַהָּׁשבּוַע
The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the matching 
numbered aliyah in the Torah reading. The answers to the last three are 
harder and can come from anywhere in the parashah.

Good luck!

Look for  

the answers 

 on page 12!

*

What leads Avram to go to ִמצְַריִם 
(Mitzrayim, Egypt)?

What Hebrew words 
does the Torah use 
to describe Avram as 
having been very rich?

What city was said to be 
filled with terrible, horrible 
people?

In the war of the five kings against the 
four, who wins?

What does God tell 
Avram to count?

How old was Avram when 
his son, Yishmael, was 
born?How many princes will 

Yishmael give birth to?

The midrash says that the phrase וְֶאת ַהּנֶֶפׁש ֲאֶׁשר ָעׂשּו ְבָחָרן 
(ve-et ha-nefesh asher asu ve-Haran, and the life/soul 
that they made in Haran) refers to people Avram and 
Sarai converted to Judaism. Where else in the parashah is 
the word ּנֶֶפׁש (nefesh, life/soul) used to refer to people?

What is the name of the 
priest of ֵא-ל ֶעלְיֹון (El 
Elyon, God Most High)?

There are three young men 
who help Avram recapture 
his nephew. What are their 
names?

1

3

2

4

5

7

8

9 10

6
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1

2
33
4

How many times does it 

appear in the Torah?

2,678 Very common 

(Approximately every 3 

pesukim)

Does it end a phrase?

Yes

Is it above or below 

the word?

Below

Does it fall on the accent?

Yes (so the word is 

pronounced with emphasis 

where the tevir appears)

 Torah Trop  •  ַטעֲֵמי ַהִּמְקָרא

Pay attention and see if you can catch the other six throughout the year!

This week’s note is tevir, which 
looks like a dot being scooped 
up. The name, tevir, means 
”broken” and it makes a sound 
that goes down and then 
comes back up—just like when 
you scoop something up! Tevir 
usually leads us into the middle 
or the end of a verse; it’s kind of 
like the airplane gear that gets 
us ready to land.

Although the tevir itself is very 
common, there are only seven 
times in the Torah when there is 
a double tevir! Check it out from 
this week’s parashah:

בראשית יג:יח

ב  ׁ֛שֶ א ַוּיֵ ֹב֛ ם ַוּיָ ל ַאְבָר֗ ֱאַה֣ ַוּיֶ
ֶחְב֑רֹון ר ּבְ ֣ א ֲאׁשֶ ֵאלֵֹנ֥י ַמְמֵר֖ ּבְ

Bereishit 13:18

And Avram pitched his tent, and 
came to dwell at the oaks of 
Mamrei, which are in Hevron

Tevir ִביר ּתְ
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Devarim 11:10-12

For the land that you are about to enter and possess 
is not like Eretz Mitzrayim from which you have 
come. There, the grain you sowed had to be watered 
by your own effort, like a vegetable garden; but the 
land you are about to cross into and possess, a land 
of hills and valleys, soaks up its water from the rains 
of heaven. It is a land which God your Lord looks 
after, on which God your Lord always keeps God’s 
eye, from year’s beginning to year’s end.

דברים יא:י-יב

ּכִי ָהָאֶרץ ֲאֶׁשר ַאָּתה ָבא־ָׁשָּמה 
לְִרְׁשָּתּה לֹא כְֶאֶרץ ִמצְַריִם ִהוא ֲאֶׁשר 
יְָצאֶתם ִמָּׁשם ֲאֶׁשר ִּתזְַרע ֶאת־זְַרֲעךָ 

וְִהְׁשִקיָת ְבַרגְלְךָ ּכְגַן ַהּיָָרק׃ וְָהָאֶרץ 
ֲאֶׁשר ַאֶּתם עְֹבִרים ָׁשָּמה לְִרְׁשָּתּה 
ֶאֶרץ ָהִרים ּוְבָקעֹת לְִמַטר ַהָּׁשַמיִם 
ִּתְׁשֶּתה־ָּמיִם׃ ֶאֶרץ ֲאֶׁשר־ה' ֱאלֶֹקיךָ 

ּדֵֹרׁש אָֹתּה ָּתִמיד ֵעינֵי ה' ֱאלֶֹקיךָ ָּבּה 
ֵמֵרִׁשית ַהָּׁשנָה וְַעד ַאֲחִרית ָׁשנָה׃

 !Tell Me More About This  •  ּבֹואּו נְַדּבֵר עַל זֶה

We saw a big difference in the ַמה זֶה (What’s Going On Here?) section (p. 6) 
between the lands of ִמצְַריִם (Mitzrayim, Egypt) and ּכְנַָען (Canaan): Mitzrayim 
gets its water from the Nile, while Eretz Canaan gets its water from rain. This 
is seen by the Torah as one of the best features of Eretz Yisrael:

In Mitzrayim, you have to walk to the Nile with a bucket, get your water, and 
then bring it back to wherever you need it, or else spend a ton of effort 
digging an irrigation ditch. So tiring! In Eretz Yisrael, though, all you need to do 
is sit and wait for God to bring rain. In Mitzrayim you have to water your plants 
yourself, but in Eretz Yisrael God does it for you.

�	 Think about a big task that you have to do. Which would you prefer—to 
have to put in all the work yourself but for every part of that task to be 
within your power. Or to have to do none of the work but not control 
when or how it is done?
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  ?Who Were Our Sages  •  ִמי ָהיּו ֲחכֵָמינּו

One of our ַּפְרָׁשנִים (parshanim, commentators) this week is  
Yosef ben Yitzhak from Orléans, a rabbi, poet, and author who 
lived in France during the 12th century. He is most famous for his 
commentary on the Torah called Bekhor Shor.

It’s very common for these kinds of books to be named after some 
quote from Tanakh that in some way relates to the author’s name. 
In this case, ְּבכֹור ׁשֹור (bekhor shor, firstborn bull) is a reference 
to Moshe’s blessing, describing the strength of the biblical Yosef: 
 ,like a firstborn bull in his majesty) ְּבכֹור ׁשֹורֹו ָהָדר לֹו וְַקְרנֵי ְרֵאם ַקְרנָיו
[Yosef] has horns like the horns of the wild-ox). 

He is known in this commentary to stick closely to 
the plain meaning of the text. He commented on 
passages in the Talmud as part of the Tosafot, a 
close-knit community of French rabbis who were 
some of the greatest legal and talmudic 
experts of all time. He was very good 
friends with fellow Tosafist Rabbeinu 
Tam, Rashi’s grandson.

As if that wasn’t enough, he also wrote 
a bunch of poems. Some of them 
appear in his commentary, and some he 
wrote to be recited in Selihot during the 
High Holiday period.



12
PARASHAT LEKH LEKHA 5782

12

Children & Families

Devash is a weekly parashah magazine that makes Torah 
learning sweet. By engaging directly with texts and taking 
kids seriously as Jews, Devash helps children and grownups 
discover new ideas, values, and sweet morsels in the weekly 
Torah portion. Devash is designed for kids aged 7-11 to read 
independently, or together with families and teachers.

Because learning Torah is sweet

This publication contains words of Torah, 
so please treat it with appropriate reverence
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Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers: 
 1.  A famine
(kaveid me’od, literally: very heavy) ָּכֵבד ְמאֹד .2 
 3. Sedom
 4. The four: Amrafel, Aryokh, Kedorla’omer, Tid’al
 5. The stars
 6. 86
 7. 12
 8. The captives from Sedom (Bereishit 14:21)
 9. Malkitzedek (Bereishit 14:18)
10. Aner, Eshkol, Mamrei (Bereishit 14:24)

Shabbat Shalom!
~ שבת שלום ~


