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In Eretz Yisrael, farmers bring
0122 (bikkurim, first crops) to
Yerushalayim. They say a special
declaration thanking God for
freeing us from Egypt. This
declaration is famous because
it's an important part of the
Pesah Haggadah!

Farmers also give Twyn (ma'aser,
a tithe) from their crops to the
tribe of Levi and to other people
who need it like strangers,
widows, and orphans. There's
also a declaration for doing this.

After they cross the Jordan River,
Benei Yisrael are supposed to
write the words of the Torah
on stones. There will
be a ceremony on
two mountains,
Har Gerizim and
Har Eival. The

leaders will announce blessings and curses,
and everyone will respond, "Amen!”

PRI

If Benei Yisrael follow God, they will be
raised high. But if they do not follow
God, curses could come their way,
and they will be brought low. Like
the curses in Behukotai, this section
is called the f1121R (tokhehah,
rebuke).

Benei Yisrael have
experienced amazing
miracles since being
saved from 071¥N
(Mitzrayim, Egypt). Even
after 40 years in the
desert, their clothes and
shoes haven't worn out.
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rJun - Mishnah

When a person brings Twyn (ma‘aser, a tithe) of their produce
to Yerushalayim, they make a declaration called 2wymn 171 (vidui
ma'aser). It includes this statement:

Devarim 26:14 7120727
| have obeyed God my Lord, 7oK 11 91pa nyny
I have done all You commanded me. DINMY WK 500 My

No one is perfect. So how can anyone ever say that they have
done everything God commanded?!

A mishnah explains:

Mishnah Ma'aser Sheni 5:12 2" Tawn i phh v \wyn

I have done all You commanded me: | have rejoiced MONY INMY WX 522 Ny
and made others rejoice. Janmin

According to this, when you do what God tells you to
in @ way that's joyful for you and joyful for others,
you actually can say that you are doing ALL
God commanded!

Why is it so important to do mitzvot in a way
that makes yourself and others happy?

In what way could that be considered
"everything” God wants?

What does this mishnah teach us about what the kind
of impact God wants our mitzvot to have?

Try it out! what are some ways you can do mitzvot in a

s

way that brings joy to others?




W1TN - Midrash

Here's the next part of vidui ma'aser:

Devarim 26:15 1V:12 0™MAT
Hashkifah (look down) from Your holy place, from DWW TN AWTR 1IVAR T9pwid
heaven, and bless Your people Israel and the land NN '7};1('(17 NN ARY NX 7721
You have given us 137 TAN1 WK IR
I nu H n 3 | . B ’
B Hashklfah. Isa neat word! It comes W . 4 /0t0fe.2 = WY
¢ from the WIW (shoresh, root) B.p.w, and 100 "”wedl;mdm/”’” e )
it also appears in other places in the 9 Q@ 2 "

1 Torah. How does “hashkifah” in our pasuk ,
\_ connect to the other places it comes UE)'P/"’
\\“«\V”‘d’\‘\n._-r" )

“““ -
Yerushalmi Ma'aser Sheni 5:8 M:71 AW wyn "nbwin inbn
R. Huna bar Aha said in the name of R. NTQD?.'?N: 727 DW2A NOR 12 RAT 20
Alexandra: Come and see the power of "W‘IIII?LU 171 '711; 2 X7 Kia
those who keep mitzvot. Because all the TN TinAY T9pwia ngg niyn
places that "hashkafah” appears in the 1272 1w i

Torah are curses, but this time it's part
of the language of blessing.

Hazal compare "hashkifah” in our parashah to other places this
shoresh appears in the Torah. For example:

Bereishit 18:16 TO:M? N"WRNA

The people set out from there. They looked 118 DY 10pwn DWIRT DWR N
down—vayashkifu—toward Sedom. :070

In this example from Lekh Lekha, “vayashkifu” describes the
people who were looking down on Sedom, preparing to destroy
it. According to Hazal, that's how this shoresh is normally used:
to tell us that something bad is going to happen.

But in our parashah, "hashkifah” introduces God'’s blessing!

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE >>
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Hazal explain that, in Ki Tavo, we're talking about
the mitzvah of giving Twyn (ma'aser, a tithe) to
poor people. This mitzvah is so powerful that it
can even turn a normally negative word into a
source of blessing! So when we're giving tzedakah,
God will look down upon us in a positive way.

+ Why can the mitzvah of ma'aser be powerful enough to
change bad things to good things?

+ According to this midrash, some "lookings" are good and
some are bad. What does it mean to look at something
in a bad way, versus looking at it in a good way? How
can we control the way we look at things? How can that
change what we see?

+ What are we praying for when we ask God to look upon
us and Eretz Yisrael?

B O R R T P e S P S S R e e e, PODOOOOOODOOBOOBOOCO

H'T 7@ 7T + One-Minute Debate

f Debate: We should read the tokhehah quietly.

How to play:

Here are some arguments to get you started, but try
to come up with your own. Then debate someone!

For a true one-minute debate, give each side 30
seconds to make its best case.

Disagree!

+ The tokhehah can be hard to think + There's nothing to be

about and imagine happening. You afraid of. God wants
don't want to scare anybody! to give us Nid7a

+ We have to read these pesukim @& (berakhot, blessings).
because they're part of the Torah, = & W, Al pesukim in the Torah
but we have to find a way to show are equal, and they
that these ideas make us sad. should be read equally.
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aliyot:

1) Devarim 26:1 to 26:11
2) 26:12 to 26:15

3) 26:16 to 26:19

4) 271 to 27110

5) 27:11 to 28:6

6) 28:7 to 28:69

7) 29:1 to 29:8

haftarah: Yeshayahu
60:1 to 60:22

0 IHIWA Ni7KY - Parashah Scavenger Hunt

The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the
matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading.

| ) What is the Hebrew
word for basket?

 What number year is said to be
AWyniI NIW (shenat ha-ma'aser,
the year of the tithe)?

%

"

J Where does God
put you?

What kind of tool are you not
allowed to use on the stones
of the altar?

What secretive things
are not allowed?

 If God punishes the people and ?
£ makes them return to Egypt,
£ how would they get there?

 During their 40 years in
the wilderness, what did
Benei Yisrael not drink?

d What are the three times
that baskets are mentioned
9 Which six tribes were responsible in our parashah?
for representing the blessings
when the people entered the land?

To subscribe to future issuis J From the haftarah:
ds, visit: & i
or for free downloads What will be the hours
hadar.org/devash y ,
PO%DP‘I\\CI'!%SERSH\P of operation of the

amiswhat we learn.

How we e

For support teaching this and other texts in
vour school, check out PoP! hadar.org/pop

gates of Yerushalayim?
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& ZITi7T « Grammar

Throughout this year, we've learned basically all the vowels used with
Hebrew letters. But look at the first line of this week’s parashah, and you
might see some vowels we haven't really talked about before:

(R o) 719773 92 103 ROK 11 UK

Which God your Lord is giving you as an inheritance (Devarim 26:1)

What are the vowels that look like a combination of a sheva and something else?

Introducing: the D"0VIT (hatafim)! These three types of vowels appear instead of a
sheva when the letter above them can't get a sheva because it would be difficult or
impossible to pronounce. This usually happens with the letters aleph, hei, het, and
ayin. A hataf is easy to spot because it has a sheva as part of it! Here are examples

from our parashah:
nAA NN (hataf patah) is

1 "5m pmnoqnced like a patah. This
T one is the most common.
(nahalah, inheritance)
2
7120 1N (hataf segol) is
pronounced like a segol. This one Q]
often appears when another segol (heyitem, you were)
is nearby. /
7 ninNa

(ba-oniyot, in boats)

\ni1 14N (hataf kamatz) is
pronounced like a kamatz katan.

Fun fact: When there is a joining vav
before a hataf, it takes on the vowel
sound of the hataf! Like in these cases
from our parashah:
171 IS T B R4
(va-holavim,  (ve-heshivkha,  (va-avotekha,
and sicknesses)  and returnvou)  and vour fathers) A

Happy hataf hunting!
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W1TN - Midrash

Moshe says something a little strange:

Devarim 29:3 A:V2 D"MAaT
But God did not give you a heart to know or D77V Y17 27 D22 'iT 1N X7
eyes to see or ears to hear until this very day. ;T DT TY ynw‘; DTN NIRY
e . s
O T Y [ TN
~ How could Moshe say they didn't have 4 o
a heart or eyes or ears? And what / 5 btor, OF migy as/,, )
A o) S ’ U marg 4
\\gflairjged on that day~ S / Unusya j, tior Metlnng
T T \ Torahteyy
Rashi explains with a midrash he once learned: M s
Rashi (France, 1,000 years ago) "wA
I learned that on the day that Moshe gave a Torah scroll  iTWn 1MW D17 ININY "nyny
to the Leviiim—as it is written, "And he gave it to the 2IN3Y 03,717 7122 TiRT 190
kohanim, sons of Levi” (Devarim 31:9)—all of Israel came [aghigiohy| '7N ‘rJn"'l (N'? D"‘l:l‘r)
before Moshe and said to him, “Moshe Rabbeinu (our 735‘7 BNWW" 528 ,"1Y 12
teacher)! We also stood at Sinai and received the Torah 1R X 1127 YN 1'7 TNNK1 YN
and it was given to us! So why are you handing control Mg NR 13‘7:171 70111y

over it to the people of your tribe? They could say tous NN D"'?WTJ AR T 119 R
in the future, It was not given to you; it was given to us.” O 13'7 1MNRM ‘P'?y LAY 112
mym b, mm 3 K9 D

..ANd Moshe was happy about their request,
and about this he said to them, “This NNT YY1 1270 YV Twn i

very day you have become a people” ni g o’ DU? N

(Devarim 27:9)—meaning: This very day DARWY "MI20T 7T 00 ,”mf;

| understood that you stick to God and .Dipna 0yam npaT
want God!

According to this midrash, “this very day” was the day when
Moshe finally saw that Benei Yisrael loved God and the
Torah and wanted both for themselves.

+ Why is this described as finally getting a heart and eyes

and ears? What does this teach us about what a heart,

eyes, and ears are for? How do hearts, eyes, and
ears connect to desiring Torah and God?

+ Why is it so important to make sure that
every Jew feels they are connected to the



%‘%& 1990

This Shabbat we read a light-filled haftarah:

Yeshayahu 60:1-3 A-R:0 1Ty

Rise up, shine, for your light has dawned; IR N2 712 1R MIp
The Presence of God has shone upon you! M1 2V T

Behold! Darkness will cover the earth, YN TR QW 13T 2
And thick clouds the peoples; nmRS 5o
But God will shine on you, IR :]'3'_7¥ 179207 " I'l'lT" ']1'_;;!1
And God's Presence will be seen over you.

17IRY 0712122
And nations shall walk by your light, AT ,—.;3'3‘:7 D-.;,:;;:_n
Kings, by your shining radiance.

In these pesukim, light moves in a few directions: God is light, God's light shines on
the Jewish people, and the Jewish people shine their light on the rest of the world.

Later in the haftarah, Yeshayahu talks about the Jewish people's bright future, when
they will return to Yerushalayim from m%;\ (galut, exile). He says that Yerushalayim will
no longer rely on the sun for its light, because God will be the source of light instead
(Yeshayahu 60:19-20). e

The idea of God as light also appears in Tehillim 27, which we"
been adding to our tefillot each day since Rosh Hodesh El
The opening line there is: RT'R MR "W 1MiX - “God is
my light and my help, whom should | fear?” :

What does light do for us? In
what ways is God like light?

o PJ——N
In what ways can you /i/
é be a light for others?

Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers:




