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	 In Eretz Yisrael, farmers bring 
�כִּוּּרִִּים  to (bikkurim, first crops) בִּ
Yerushalayim. They say a special 
declaration thanking God for 
freeing us from Egypt. This 
declaration is famous because 
it’s an important part of the 
Pesah Haggadah! 

 Farmers also give ֵר�  ,ma’aser) מַַעֲשֲֵׂ
a tithe) from their crops to the 
tribe of Levi and to other people 
who need it like strangers, 
widows, and orphans. There’s 
also a declaration for doing this. 

	 After they cross the Jordan River, 
Benei Yisrael are supposed to 
write the words of the Torah 
on stones. There will 
be a ceremony on 
two mountains, 
Har Gerizim and 
Har Eival. The 

 In This Week’s Parashah  •  מָָה בַּפַָָּרָָשָָׁה
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leaders will announce blessings and curses, 
and everyone will respond, “Amen!” 

	 If Benei Yisrael follow God, they will be 
raised high. But if they do not follow 
God, curses could come their way, 
and they will be brought low. Like 
the curses in Behukotai, this section 
is called the תּּוֹכֵֹחֵָָה (tokhehah, 
rebuke).

	 Benei Yisrael have 
experienced amazing 
miracles since being 
saved from ִמִִצְרְַַיִם 
(Mitzrayim, Egypt). Even 
after 40 years in the 
desert, their clothes and 
shoes haven’t worn out.



דברים כו:יד
ָמַַעְ�תִִּי �בְּוֹקלֹ ה’ אֱלֱֹקָָֹי  שָׁ�

�וִּיִתָָנִיִ: ֶר צִ �ִיתִִי �כְּכְֹלֹ אֲֲשֶׁ� עָשִָׂ

מעשר שני פרק ה משנה יב
�ָמַַחְְ�תִִּי  �וִּיִתָָנִיִ, שָׂ ֶר צִ �ִיתִִי �כְּכְֹלֹ אֲֲשֶׁ� עָשִָׂ

�ִ�מַַּחְְ�תִִּי וֹבֹ. וְשְִׂ

Devarim 26:14 

I have obeyed God my Lord,  
I have done all You commanded me.

Mishnah Ma’aser Sheni 5:12  

I have done all You commanded me: I have rejoiced 
and made others rejoice.

נהָ Mishnah  •  מִשְׁ

	 Why is it so important to do mitzvot in a way 
that makes yourself and others happy? 

	 In what way could that be considered 
“everything” God wants?

	 What does this mishnah teach us about what the kind 
of impact God wants our mitzvot to have?

	 Try it out! What are some ways you can do mitzvot in a 
way that brings joy to others?

When a person brings ֵר�  of their produce (ma’aser, a tithe) מַַעֲשֲֵׂ
to Yerushalayim, they make a declaration called ֵר�  vidui) וִדִּוּּיּ מַַעֲשֲֵׂ
ma’aser). It includes this statement:

No one is perfect. So how can anyone ever say that they have 
done everything God commanded?!

A mishnah explains:

According to this, when you do what God tells you to 
in a way that’s joyful for you and joyful for others, 
you actually can say that you are doing ALL 
God commanded! 

2



HADAR

דברים כו:טו
�ׁמַַיִםִ   ׁךָָ מִִן הַַשָּׁ� קִִׁיפָהָ מִִוֹעּ�מְּןֹ קָָדְְשְׁ� הַַשְׁ�

�רָָׂאֵלֵ וְאְֵֵת  וּבָּרֵֵָךְְ אֶֶת עַּ�מְּךָָ אֶֶת יִשְִׂ
רׁ נָתַַָּ�תָּה לָנָוּּ  הָָאֲֲדָָמָָה אֲֲשֶׁ�

תלמוד ירושלמי מעשר שני ה:ח
רָָּ�דְּא   ּ�בִּי אֲלֲֶכְֶסְַַנְ ׁם רִִ רּ�בַּ אָָחָָא בְשְֵׁ� ּ�בִּי הוּנָּאָ  רִִ

�ֵי  �לְּוֹעשֵֹׂ ֶ ּ�מָּּ�כַּה גָדָוֹלֹ כּוֹּחָָֹן שֶׁ� בּוֹּאֹ וּרְְּאֵֵה 
תּּּ�בַּוֹרָָֹה אֲֲרוּרָָּה   ׁקָָפָהָ שֶׁ� ּ�כָּׁל הַַשְׁ�  מִִצְוְֹתֹ שֶׁ�

רָָּ�בְּכָהָ. וֹׁשׁןֹ  וְזְֶהֶ בִלְִ

בראשית יח:טז
ּ עַלַ �פְּנְֵיֵ  ְקִִפוּ �יַּשְַׁ� ִים וַ ָם הָָאֲֲנָשִָׁ� � ּ מִִשָּׁ� �יָּקָֻֻמוּ וַ

סְְדֹםֹ:

Devarim 26:15 

Hashkifah (look down) from Your holy place, from 
heaven, and bless Your people Israel and the land 
You have given us

Yerushalmi Ma’aser Sheni 5:8

R. Huna bar Aha said in the name of R. 
Alexandra: Come and see the power of 
those who keep mitzvot. Because all the 
places that “hashkafah” appears in the 
Torah are curses, but this time it’s part 
of the language of blessing.

Bereishit 18:16

The people set out from there. They looked 
down—vayashkifu—toward Sedom. 

   Midrash  •  מִדְרָשׁ

Content and editing by Shoshie Lockshin, Jason Rogoff, Jeremy Tabick, Ethan Tucker, and Effy Unterman. 
Design by Jen Klor. Illustration by Noa Kelner.

“Hashkifah” is a neat word! It comes 
from the ׁרֶֶֹׁש  and ,ש.ק.פ (shoresh, root) שֹׁ�
it also appears in other places in the 
Torah. How does “hashkifah” in our pasuk 
connect to the other places it comes up? 

Here’s the next part of vidui ma’aser: 

Hazal compare “hashkifah” in our parashah to other places this 
shoresh appears in the Torah. For example: 

In this example from Lekh Lekha, “vayashkifu” describes the 
people who were looking down on Sedom, preparing to destroy 
it. According to Hazal, that’s how this shoresh is normally used: 
to tell us that something bad is going to happen.

But in our parashah, “hashkifah” introduces God’s blessing! 

A lot of midrashim are 
bugged by something 

unusual in the Torah text

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE >>
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When we read the תּּוֹכֵֹחֵָָה 

(tokhehah, rebuke) in shul 

this Shabbat, there are 

different customs. Some 

communities read those 

pesukim more quietly 

and quickly than others. 

But some communities 

read them normally.

	 Why can the mitzvah of ma’aser be powerful enough to 
change bad things to good things?

	 According to this midrash, some “lookings” are good and 
some are bad. What does it mean to look at something 
in a bad way, versus looking at it in a good way?  How 
can we control the way we look at things? How can that 
change what we see?

	 What are we praying for when we ask God to look upon 
us and Eretz Yisrael?

  One-Minute Debate   •  דַַּקָָּה שֶֶׁל דִִּיּוּןּּ

Debate: We should read the tokhehah quietly.

Agree!
	 The tokhehah can be hard to think 
about and imagine happening. You 
don't want to scare anybody!

	 We have to read these pesukim 
because they're part of the Torah, 
but we have to find a way to show 
that these ideas make us sad.

Disagree!
	 There's nothing to be 
afraid of. God wants 
to give us ֹבְּרְָָוֹכת� 
(berakhot, blessings).

	 All pesukim in the Torah 
are equal, and they 
should be read equally.

How to play:
�	 Here are some arguments to get you started, but try 

to come up with your own. Then debate someone!

�	 For a true one-minute debate, give each side 30 
seconds to make its best case. 

Hazal explain that, in Ki Tavo, we’re talking about 
the mitzvah of giving ֵר�  to (ma’aser, a tithe) מַַעֲשֲֵׂ
poor people. This mitzvah is so powerful that it 
can even turn a normally negative word into a 
source of blessing! So when we're giving tzedakah, 
God will look down upon us in a positive way.

<< CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

Devash is a weekly parashah magazine that makes Torah learning sweet. By engaging directly with texts and 
taking kids seriously as Jews, Devash helps children (ages 7+) and grown-ups discover the weekly Torah portion. 
Write to us: devash@hadar.org
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For support teaching this and other texts in 
your school, check out PoP! hadar.org/pop  
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1 What is the Hebrew 
word for basket?

Where does God 
put you? 

What kind of tool are you not 
allowed to use on the stones 
of the altar?

What secretive things 
are not allowed?

If God punishes the people and 
makes them return to Egypt, 
how would they get there? During their 40 years in 

the wilderness, what did 
Benei Yisrael not drink? 

From the haftarah: 
What will be the hours 
of operation of the 
gates of Yerushalayim? 

Which six tribes were responsible 
for representing the blessings 
when the people entered the land?

What are the three times 
that baskets are mentioned 
in our parashah? 

aliyot: 
1) Devarim 26:1 to 26:11 
2) 26:12 to 26:15
3) 26:16 to 26:19 
4) 27:1 to 27:10  
5) 27:11 to 28:6  
6) 28:7 to 28:69 
7) 29:1 to 29:8

haftarah: Yeshayahu 
60:1 to 60:22

Parashah Scavenger Hunt  •  שְְׁאֵֵלוֹת הַַשָָּׁבוּעַַ
The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the 
matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading. The answers to 
questions 8 and 9 are harder and can come from anywhere in the 
parashah. The answer to question 10 is in this week’s haftarah. 

Good luck!

To subscribe to future issues 

or for free downloads, visit: 

hadar.org/devash

2 What number year is said to be 
�ֵר ְנַתַ הַַ�מַַּעֲשֲֵׂ  ,shenat ha-ma’aser) שְׁ�
the year of the tithe)?

Look for  

the answers 

 on page 8!

*
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Throughout this year, we’ve learned basically all the vowels used with 
Hebrew letters. But look at the first line of this week’s parashah, and you 
might see some vowels we haven’t really talked about before:

What are the vowels that look like a combination of a sheva and something else?

Introducing: the חֲֲטָָפִיִם (hatafim)! These three types of vowels appear instead of a 
sheva when the letter above them can’t get a sheva because it would be difficult or 
impossible to pronounce. This usually happens with the letters aleph, hei, het, and 
ayin. A hataf is easy to spot because it has a sheva as part of it! Here are examples 
from our parashah:

Happy hataf hunting!

קְְּדִּדּוּק   •  Grammar This publication 
contains words of 

Torah, so please treat 

it with appropriate 
reverence

Fun fact: When there is a joining vav 
before a hataf, it takes on the vowel 
sound of the hataf! Like in these cases 
from our parashah:

נַחֲֲַלָהָ 
)nahalah, inheritance(

הֱֱיִיִתֶֶם
)heyitem, you were( 

וָחֳֳָלָיִָםִ 

 (va-holayim, 
and sicknesses)

 ָ וֶהֱֶשֱִִׁיבְךְָ

(ve-heshivkha, 
and return you)

 ָ וַאֲַבֲֹתֶֶֹיךָ

(va-avotekha, 
and your fathers)

�בָּאֳֳָנִיִּוֹּתֹ
)ba-oniyot, in boats( 

1

 is (hataf patah) חֲטֲַַף פַּתַָָּח
pronounced like a patah. This 

one is the most common.

3

2
 is (hataf segol) חֲטֲַַף סֶגֶוֹל

pronounced like a segol. This one 
often appears when another segol 

is nearby.

 is (hataf kamatz) חֲטֲַַף קָָמָץָ
pronounced like a kamatz katan.
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   Midrash  •  מִדְרָשׁ

דברים כט:ג
וְלְֹאֹ נָתַַָן ה׳ לָכֶָםֶ לֵבֵ לָדַַָעַתַ וְעְֵיֵנַיִַםִ 

�זֶּהֶ: ְמֹעַַֹ עַדַ הַַיּוֹּםֹ הַַ לִרְְִוֹאתֹ וְאְָָזְנְַיִַםִ לִשְִׁ�

רש״י
ֶה  �נָּתַַָן מֹשֶֹׁ� ֶ ֶוֹאתֹוֹֹ הַַיּוֹּםֹ שֶׁ� ָמַַעְ�תִִּי שֶׁ� שָׁ�

ֶ�כָּתָוּבּ  סֵפֵֶרֶ הַַתּּוֹרָָֹה לִבְִנְֵיֵ לֵוִֵיִ, �כְּוֹמֹ שֶׁ�
�יִּ�תְְּנָהָּּ אֶלֶ הַַ�כֹּהֲֲֹנִיִם  )דרבים לא( "וַ

�ְרָָאֵלֵ לִפְִנְֵיֵ  ּ כָלָ יִשְִׂ �בְּנְֵיֵ לֵוִֵיִ", �בָּאָוּ
ּ, אַַף אָָנוּּ  �בֵּנֵוּ ֶה רַַ ּ לוֹֹ מֹשֶֹׁ� ֶה וְאְָָמְְרוּ מֹשֶֹׁ�

ּ אֶֶת הַַתּּוֹרָָֹה  �בַּלְַנְוּ ּ בְסְִיִנַיַ וְקְִִ עָמַַָדְְנוּ
ְלִיִט אֶֶת  ּ, וּמָָּה אַַ�תָָּה מַַשְׁ� וְנְִ�תְְּנָהָ לָנָוּ
ּ יוֹםֹ  ּ לָנָוּ בְִטְְְךָָ עָלֶָיֶהָָ וְיְֹמְְארוּ �בְּנְֵיֵ שִׁ�

ּ נִ�תְְּנָהָ. מָָחָָר לֹאֹ לָכֶָםֶ נִ�תְְּנָהָ, לָנָוּ

�דָָּבָרָ, וְעְַלַ זֹאֹת  ֶה עַלַ הַַ �ָמַַח מֹשֶֹׁ� וְשְָׂ
�זֶּהֶ נִהְְִיֵיֵתָָ  אָָמַַר לָהֶֶָם "הַַיּוֹּםֹ הַַ

ֶאַַ�תֶֶּם  �זֶּהֶ הֵֵבַנְַ�תִִּי שֶׁ� לְעְָםָ", הַַיּוֹּםֹ הַַ
�דְְּבֵקִִֵים וַחֲֲַפֵצִֵיִם �בַּ�מָָּוֹקםֹ.

Devarim 29:3

But God did not give you a heart to know or 
eyes to see or ears to hear until this very day.

Rashi (France, 1,000 years ago)

I learned that on the day that Moshe gave a Torah scroll 
to the Levi’im—as it is written, “And he gave it to the 
kohanim, sons of Levi” (Devarim 31:9)—all of Israel came 
before Moshe and said to him, “Moshe Rabbeinu (our 
teacher)! We also stood at Sinai and received the Torah 
and it was given to us! So why are you handing control 
over it to the people of your tribe? They could say to us 
in the future, ‘It was not given to you; it was given to us.’”

And Moshe was happy about their request, 
and about this he said to them, “This 

very day you have become a people” 
(Devarim 27:9)—meaning: This very day 
I understood that you stick to God and 

want God!

	 Why is this described as finally getting a heart and eyes 
and ears? What does this teach us about what a heart, 

eyes, and ears are for? How do hearts, eyes, and 
ears connect to desiring Torah and God?

 Why is it so important to make sure that 
every Jew feels they are connected to the 
Torah? 

A lot of midrashim are bugged by something unusual in the Torah text

Moshe says something a little strange:

Rashi explains with a midrash he once learned:

According to this midrash, “this very day” was the day when 
Moshe finally saw that Benei Yisrael loved God and the 
Torah and wanted both for themselves.

How could Moshe say they didn’t have 
a heart or eyes or ears? And what 
changed on that day? 
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ישעיהו ס:א-ג
ְ  קוּמִִּי וֹארִִֹי �כִּיִ בָאָ וֹארֵֵֹךְ

וּכְּוֹבדֹ ה' עָלַָיִַךְְִ זָרָָָח:

ֶךְְ יְכְַ�סֶֶּה אֶֶרֶֶץ  �נֵּהֵ הַַחֹשֶֹׁ�  �כִּיִ הִִ
 וַעֲַרֲָָפֶלֶ לְאְֻֻ�מִִּים 

וְעְָלַָיִַךְְִ יִזְִרְַַח ה' וּכְּוֹבדֹוֹֹ עָלַָיִַךְְִ יֵרֵָָאֶֶה:

ּ וֹגיִֹםִ לְוֹארֵֵֹךְְ   וְהְָָלְכְוּ
וּמְְּלָכִָיִם לְנְֹגַֹהַּּ זַרְְַחֵֵךְְ:

Yeshayahu 60:1-3  

Rise up, shine, for your light has dawned; 
The Presence of God has shone upon you!

Behold! Darkness will cover the earth, 
And thick clouds the peoples; 
But God will shine on you, 
And God’s Presence will be seen over you.

And nations shall walk by your light, 
Kings, by your shining radiance.

This Shabbat we read a light-filled haftarah: 

In these pesukim, light moves in a few directions: God is light, God’s light shines on 
the Jewish people, and the Jewish people shine their light on the rest of the world. 

Later in the haftarah, Yeshayahu talks about the Jewish people’s bright future, when 
they will return to Yerushalayim from ּגָּלָוּת�  (galut, exile). He says that Yerushalayim will 
no longer rely on the sun for its light, because God will be the source of light instead 
(Yeshayahu 60:19-20). 

The idea of God as light also appears in Tehillim 27, which we’ve 
been adding to our tefillot each day since Rosh Hodesh Elul. 
The opening line there is: ְעִיִ מִִ�מִִּי אִִירָָא  God is“ –ה’וֹא רִִֹי וְיְִשְִׁ�
my light and my help, whom should I fear?”

	 What does light do for us? In 
what ways is God like light?

Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers: 
1.  (26:2,4) (tene) טֶֶנֶאֶ
2.	 The third year (26:12). This refers to the tithe for the 

poor, known later on as ִֵר עָָנִי�  and it ,(ma’aser ani) מַַעֲשֲֵׂ
is given in the third and sixth years of the seven-year 
shemittah cycle.

3.	 Up high! (16:19)
4.	 An iron tool (27:5)
5.	 Setting up an idol in secret (27:15), hitting another 

person in secret (27:24)
6.	 By boat (28:68)
7.	 Wine or other alcohol (29:5)
8. To hold כִּוּּרִִּים�  as part of a ,(26:2) (bikkurim, first crops) בִּ

blessing (28:5), and as part of a curse (28:17)
9.	 Shimon, Levi, Yehudah, Yissakhar, Yosef, Binyamin 

(27:12)
10.	 Open 24 hours a day (Yeshayahu 60:11) 

 Haftarah  •  הַַפְְטָָרָָה

	 In what ways can you 
be a light for others? 


