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In This Week’s Parashah  •  ָמה ּבַָּפָרָׁשה

 Moshe asks Benei Yisrael to follow the mitzvot, and to remember all the 
ways God has cared for them in the wilderness. If they do this, they will be 
blessed and the land will produce plenty of food. 

 But abundance can become a problem. When life feels comfortable, a 
person might imagine that they alone are responsible for their success. Be 
careful of this kind of thinking! In fact, we are always dependent on God. 

 One way to keep this lesson in mind is by 
thanking God after eating. 

 Moshe retells the story of how Benei Yisrael 
rebelled in the wilderness, when they 
worshiped a golden עֵגֶל (eigel, calf). Moshe 
stuck up for the people. He prayed to God to 
remember the promise to Avraham, Yitzhak, 
and Yaakov. 

 If Benei Yisrael fear, love, and stick to God, 
then rain will come at the right time 
in Eretz Yisrael. But if they fail, then 
there won’t be enough rain. This is 
where we get the second paragraph  
of Shema!



   Midrash  •  ִמְדָרׁש

דברים י:יב

ְָׂרֵאל ָמה ה' ֱאלֶֹקיךָ ׁשֵֹאל ֵמִעּמָךְ  וְעַּתָה יִש
כִּי ִאם לְיְִרָאה ֶאת ה' ֱאלֶֹקיךָ לָלֶכֶת בְּכׇל 

ָרכָיו וּלְַאֲהבָה אֹתוֹ וְלַעֲבֹד ֶאת ה' ֱאלֶֹקיךָ  ְּ ד
בְּכׇל לְבָבְךָ וּבְכׇל נַפְׁשֶךָ׃

תלמוד בבלי ברכות דף לג עמוד ב

וְָאַמר ַרבִּי ֲחנִינָא׃ ַהכֹּל בִּיֵדי ׁשַָמיִם, 
חוּץ ִמיְִּרַאת ׁשַָמיִם. ׁשֶנֱֶּאַמר׃ 

ְָׂרֵאל ָמה ה' ֱאלֶֹקיךָ ׁשוֵֹאל  ״וְעַּתָה יִש
ֵמעִּמָךְ כִּי ִאם לְיְִרָאה.״

Devarim 10:12

And now, Israel, what does God your Lord ask 
of you? Only this: to fear God your Lord, to 
walk in God’s paths, to love God, and to serve 
God your Lord with all your heart and soul.

Talmud Bavli Berakhot 33b

R. Hanina said: Everything is in the hands of Heaven, 
except for fear of Heaven. We know this because it 
is stated in our pasuk: “And now, Israel, what does 
God your Lord ask of you? Only this: to fear…”

God commands us to do and think and feel 
things all the time. But we’re not usually 
asked; we’re usually just told. Why is this list 
introduced as things that God is asking us? 

A lot of midrashim are bugged by something unusual in the Torah text

“Everything is in the hands of Heaven” 
means that God controls a lot for us. 
For example, how tall we are, what 
kinds of talents we’re born with, or 
whether we’re born into a family with 
a lot of money or not.

But, R. Hanina points out, if God 
controlled whether we feared God, 
then would that be real? Fearing 
God needs to come from inside 
your heart; it can’t be forced! This 
is why God can only ask us to 
figure this out ourselves. 

Pretty 
please???

Ok!



!Tell Me More About This  •  ּבֹואּו נְַדּבֵר עַל זֶה 

R. Hanina taught about יְִּרַאת ׁשַָמיִם (yirat shamayim, fear of heaven). 
There are lots of different kinds of יְִרָאה (yir’ah). The Hebrew word can be 
translated in two different ways:

The feeling you have when faced 
with something scary or dangerous

The feeling you have when faced 
with something huge and amazing

When we think about God, both of these feelings can make sense.  
And this can play out in different ways:

Both of these are 
about fear: You’re 
afraid of doing 
something wrong or 
being punished for it.

Both of these are about 
seeing how amazing and 
wondrous God is, like 
the feeling of seeing 
great things in creation 
(like mountains) or 

God’s miracles.

יְִרַאת ֵחְטא =
fear of sin (yirat heit)

יְִרַאת ָהרוְֹממוּת =
awe of greatness  
(yirat he-romemut)

ָהֵא-ל ַהגָּדֹל ַהגִּבֹּר וְַהנּוָֹרא =
God the Almighty the Great 
the Powerful the Awesome 
(ha-El ha-gadol ha-gibbor 
ve-ha-nora)

יְִרַאת עֹנֶׁש =
fear of punishment  
(yirat onesh)

AWEFEAR

Send us your thoughts or 
questions from learning the 
parashah. We’ll write back to 
you, and some will get published 
in future issues of Devash!Write to us at devash@hadar.org

 Have you ever had a day when things weren’t going your 
way, and you felt really out of control? Sometimes, the only 
thing we can control is our own attitude - like choosing to 
be happy and have fun even if something happened we 
didn’t like. But that’s not easy! What would you tell someone 
to help them have a good attitude even if they’re not having 
a good day? What has helped you do that in the past? 

A lot of midrashim are bugged by something unusual in the Torah text
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PARASHAT EIKEV 5782

The last words are a source for the concept of ְּבֵקוּת  ד
(deveikut), which describes being so close to God, it’s like 
you’re stuck to God. 

But what does it mean to be close to God? 
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דברים יא:כב

כִּי ִאם ׁשָמֹר ּתִׁשְְמרוּן ֶאת כָּל ַהּמִצְוָה 
ַהזֹּאת ֲאׁשֶר ָאנֹכִי ְמצַוֶּה ֶאְתכֶם 

לַעֲשָֹׂתּה לְַאֲהבָה ֶאת ה' ֱאלֵֹקיכֶם 
ָרכָיו וּלְָדבְָקה בֹו׃ ְּ לָלֶכֶת בְּכָל ד

תלמוד בבלי כתובות דף קיא עמוד ב

ְכִינָה? וְַהכְִּתיב  ַּבּוֵֹקי בַּּשׁ וְכִי ֶאפְׁשָר לִד
"כִּי ה' ֱאלֶֹקיךָ ֵאׁש אוֹכְלָה" )דברים 

ד׃כד(!

ִׂיא בִּּתוֹ לְַתלְִמיד ָחכָם,  ֶאלָּא כָּל ַהּמַּש
ֶׂה ּפְַרְקַמְטיָא לְַתלְִמיֵדי ֲחכִָמים,  וְָהעוֹש

וְַהְמַהנֶּה ּתַלְִמיֵדי ֲחכִָמים ִמנְּכָָסיו—
ַּבֵּק  ַמעֲלֶה עָלָיו ַהכָּתוּב כְִּאילּוּ ִמד

ְכִינָה. בַּּשׁ

Devarim 11:22

If you faithfully keep this Mitzvah that I 
(God) command you, loving God your 
Lord, walking in God’s ways, and sticking 
to God…

But is it possible to “stick” to the Shekhinah 
(God’s Presence)? Isn’t it written that “God 
is a devouring fire” (Devarim 4:24)? (How 
can you stick to a fire and not be burned?!)

Actually, it means that if you encourage your 
children to marry Torah scholars, and help 
Torah scholars in business, and use your 
property to benefit Torah scholars—then it’s 
just like you are sticking to the Shekhinah.

 Commentary  •  ַּפְרָׁשנּות

Talmud Bavli  
Ketubot 111b says
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רמב"ן 

ְּבֵָקה לֵאמֹר  וְיִּתָכֵן ׁשֶּתִכְלֹל ַהד
ֵם וְַאֲהבָתוֹ  ׁשֶּתְִהיֶה זוֹכֵר ַהּשׁ

ּפֵָרד ַמְחׁשַבְּתְךָ ִמּמֶנּוּ  ּתִָמיד, לֹא ּתִ
בְּלֶכְּתְךָ בְֶּדֶרךְ וּבְׁשָכְבְּךָ וּבְקוֶּמךָ, 
ְּבָָריו עִם בְּנֵי ָאָדם  עַד ׁשֶיְִּהיוּ ד

בְּפִיו וּבִלְׁשוֹנוֹ, וְלִבּוֹ ֵאינֶנּוּ עִּמֶָהם 
ֵם. ֲאבָל הוּא לִפְנֵי ַהּשׁ

Deveikut describes a person who always 
remembers God and God’s love. Your thoughts 
should never leave God, even “when you walk 
on your way, when you lie down, and when 
you wake up” (like we say in Shema). While a 
person with deveikut speaks with other people 
with their mouth and tongue, their heart is 
never with them, but always before God. 

Interesting. Here's what Ramban says
(Spain, 800 years ago)

The Gemara explains that deveikut is something we gain when we are close 
to Torah scholars. 

Ramban says we achieve deveikut when we focus our hearts and minds on 
God entirely. 

 Do you feel close to any teachers of Torah? Why might being close to them be like 
being close to God? What does Torah knowledge have to do with closeness to God?

 If you could keep God in mind when you’re just going about your day, walking from 
place to place, or even talking to other people, what might happen? Try it out! 
Notice if it makes you feel different or behave differently. 



learn one way the parashah 

 practically impacts our liv
es 

Halakhah  •  ֲהלָכָה

The mitzvah to say בְִּרכַּת ַהּמָזוֹן (Birkat Ha-Mazon, Grace after 
Meals) comes from these words in our parashah (Devarim 8:10).

We can learn different details about Birkat Ha-Mazon from each word! 

 you shall eat—וְָאכַלְּתָ

We say Birkat Ha-
Mazon after eating 
a meal that includes 
bread, or a meal of 
doughy food like pizza, 
even if you made 
the berakhah ְמזוֹנוֹת 
(mezonot) on the food 
(Shulhan Arukh Orah 
Hayyim, 168:6).

ָׂבְָעּתָ  and be satisfied—וְש

Even if you don’t feel full, the Gemara 
says to recite Birkat Ha-Mazon for 
eating at least a כְּזַיִת (k’zayit) of 
bread (Berakhot 20b). This means 
“the size of an olive,” and in modern 
measurements it’s about the size of a 
slice of bread. 

ָ  and—וּבֵַרכְּתָ ֶאת ה’ ֱאלֶֹקיך
you shall bless God

Eating yummy food and 
enjoying it can be a 
reminder to say “thank 
you.” Birkat Ha-Mazon 
expresses gratitude to 
God for food, redemption, 
Torah, life, Eretz Yisrael, 
Yerushalayim, and all 
kinds of God’s goodness. 

ָ ָׂבָעְּתָ וּבֵַרכְּתָ ֶאת ה’ ֱאלֶֹקיך  וְָאכַלְּתָ וְש

you shall eat, and be satisfied, and bless God
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Oops!

I forgot to say Birkat Ha-Mazon 
after breakfast and now I’m at 
school! What should I do?

It’s best to say Birkat Ha-Mazon where you ate. 
If you accidentally go to a new place before 
remembering Birkat Ha-Mazon, it’s best to 
return to the place where you ate to say it 
there. But if you can’t—like if you’re already at 

school—it’s ok to say Birkat Ha-Mazon 
wherever you remember (Mishnah 
Berakhot 8:7, Shulhan Arukh Orah 
Hayyim, 184:1).

I totally forgot Birkat Ha-Mazon! 
Is it too late? 

It depends how late you are. You always have 
72 minutes to say Birkat Ha-Mazon, after 
you eat. If 72 minutes have passed, but you 
still feel full from your meal, you can still say 

Birkat Ha-Mazon (Berakhot 53b, 
Arukh Ha-Shulhan OH 184:7-

8). So, want something 
to eat?
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 One-Minute Debate  •  ַּדָּקה ֶׁשל ִּדּיּוןּ

How to play:
Here is a topic for debate along with some suggested arguments, 
but feel free to come up with your own.

�	 Assign people to the “Agree” or “Disagree” sides. 

�	 Each side gets 30 seconds to make their case. 

�	 At the end, the group votes on a winner. 

Disagree!
 Benei Yisrael experienced some 
of the greatest miracles, and 
they still complained all the time. 
Clearly, miracles are not enough.

 True belief involves seeing God’s 
constant presence in the world, 
even in normal things that aren’t 
obvious miracles, like sunlight, 
food, or people’s faces.

Debate: Miracles are important for believing in God. 

Agree!
  Benei Yisrael experienced miracles 
like the ten plagues, the splitting of 
Yam Suf, and the daily ָמן (mann, 
miraculous food). These must have 
been amazing experiences that 
helped them believe in God. 

  When you believe in God, you are 
also more likely to see and recognize 
miracles in your life. It’s kind of a cycle!

Disagree

Agree

Devarim 10:20

You must fear God your Lord: only worship 
God, stick to God, and swear by God’s name.

דברים י:כ 

ֶאת ה' ֱאלֶֹקיךָ ּתִיָרא אֹתוֹ ַתעֲבֹד 
ָבֵעַ׃ וּבוֹ ִתְדבָּק וּבִׁשְמוֹ ּתִׁשּ

A Moment of Hebrew  •  ֶרגַע ֶׁשל ִעבְִרית

לְִדבֹּק )ׁשֶֹרׁש ד.ב.ק(
 To cling, attach, or stick to  

(lidbok)

ֶּבֶק =  ד
Glue (devek)

ַמְדבֵָּקה = 
Sticker 
(madbeikah)

ִּבּוּק =  ד
Dybbuk (In Jewish folklore, 
this is a wandering ghost 
that tries to attach itself 
to people)

ַּבֵּק =  ִמד
Contagious 
(midabek)
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Find the Word! 
In Sefer Devarim, this ׁשֶֹרׁש (shoresh, root) comes up a bunch of times, as an 
instruction to stick to God. Why do you think Moshe might want to emphasize this 
idea to Benei Yisrael, at the end of their journey through the wilderness? Can you 
find this shoresh in Parashat Devarim, chapter 4? (Hint: Look for a line you might 
recognize from the Torah service in shul!)

Torah Trop  •  ַטעֲֵמי ַהִּמְקָרא

ַתֲעֶבּ֖נּו ֽ ב ׀ ּתְ ֶצּ֛נּו ְוַתֵע֥ ּקְ ׁשַ ץ ׀ ּתְ ֧ ּקֵ ׁשַ

Devarim 7:26  you must reject it as abominable and disgusting

דברים ז׃כו

If you have ever sung in a choir or played a musical instrument, you might know 
about rests. Rests are marks that tell you to just hold on for a minute and pause 
singing or playing. Sometimes, when making music, it is just as important to be 
quiet as to make a sound! Well, Torah trop has a rest too, and it is called a pesik (or 
sometimes a pasek). It is just a line that divides between two words, telling you to 
take a short break. Here’s a place in our parashah where two of them appear very 
close to each other:

Do you see anything interesting about the words before and after each 
pesik? That’s right, they are very similar to each other, sharing the same 
 This is a case where a pesik is used to divide .(shoresh, root) ׁשֶֹרׁש
between words that are similar, in order to make sure we hear each of 
them clearly. 

A pesik might also be used to keep God’s name separate from what 
follows, so that we don’t blend that special name in with other ordinary 
words. A pesik only follows notes that don’t end a musical phrase—you 
would otherwise run right into the next word, and the pesik is there to 
tell you: “Hold up there just a minute!” Don’t forget to take a brief rest 
whenever you see one of these!

How many other times can you find a pesik in our parashah?

Copyright (c) 2022 by Hadar | Devash: Eikev 2022 by Hadar is licensed under a Creative Commons. 
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.

Before or 
after Shabbat, 

scan to hear 
the pesik pauses!
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Parashah Scavenger Hunt  •  ְׁשֵאלֹות ַהָּׁשבּוַע

Look for  

the answers 

 on page 12!

*

The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the 
matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading. The answers 
to the last three are harder and can come from anywhere in 
the parashah.

What are the ׁשִבְעַת ַהּמִנִּים 
(shivat ha-minim), the Torah’s 
seven favorite kinds of produce 
associated with Eretz Yisrael?

If Benei Yisrael get too 
comfortable and wealthy, 
what might they say in 
their hearts?

What five place names are mentioned 
in this aliyah as places where Benei 
Yisrael rebelled or made God angry? According to our parashah, 

where does Aharon die 
and get buried?

According to our parashah, 
which two groups of people 
does God love? How is the source of water in 

Egypt different from the source 
of water in Eretz Yisrael?

What four major land features are 
given in our parashah as guides to 
the boundaries of Eretz Yisrael?

Can you identify in our 
parashah a famous 
phrase from the first 
 (berakhah, blessing) בְָּרכָה
of the Amidah?

Moshe repeatedly talks about 
spending a certain amount 
of time on the mountain with 
God. How much time did he 
spend there?

How many times does 
the root ע.ק.ב appear 
in our parashah?

1

3

2

4

5

7

8

9

10

6

Good luck!

aliyot:
1) Devarim 7:12 to 8:10 

2) 8:11 to 9:3

3) 9:4 to 9:29

4) 10:1 to 10:11

5) 10:12 to 11:9

6) 11:10 to 11:21

7) 11:22 to 11:25
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This week’s ִמְדָרׁש/ Midrash section described God as a consuming 
fire (p. 2). This is a lesson learned by R. Eliezer ben Hyrcanus.

In a dramatic story, the Talmud (Bava Metzia 59b) tells us how R. 
Eliezer—one of the greatest Torah scholars of all time—refused 
to accept when he was outvoted in a halakhic debate. This was 
considered to be a very big deal, and he ended up getting banned. 

It’s not surprising that this is the advice he gives in Pirkei Avot:

R. Eliezer learned this lesson the hard way. It is not just God that 
can be like a fire, dangerous when you get too close. It can be hard 
to be close to some people, too, and it can sometimes feel like 
being burned.

  ?Who Were Our Sages  •  ִמי ָהיּו ֲחכֵָמינּו

משנה אבות ב:י

וֱֶהוֵי ִמְתַחּמֵם כְּנֶגֶד אוָּרן ׁשֶל ֲחכִָמים, 
ן ׁשֶלֹּא ִתכָּוֶה. וֱֶהוֵי זִָהיר בְּגַַחלְּתָ

Mishnah Avot 2:10

Warm yourself by the fire of hakhamim (sages), but 
be careful with their coals so you don’t get burned.

 We tend not to have such high expectations of people we 
don’t really care about. But when a close friend or loved one 
disappoints us, that can feel terrible. Have you ever felt this way?

 What can you avoid doing to people you care about so they 
don’t feel “burned”?

AGAINST FOR



?What’s Going On Here  •  ָמה זֶה

Devash is a weekly parashah magazine that 
makes Torah learning sweet. By engaging 
directly with texts and taking kids seriously 
as Jews, Devash helps children (ages 7+) and 
grown-ups discover the weekly Torah portion. 

To subscribe to future issues or for free downloads, visit: hadar.org/devash

For support teaching this and other texts in 
your school, check out PoP! hadar.org/pop  

This publication 

contains words of 

Torah, so please treat 

it with appropriate 

reverence

The ׁשִבְעַת ַהּמִנִּים (shivat ha-minim), sometimes called the “seven species,” are 
the Torah’s favorite kinds of produce associated with Eretz Yisrael (Devarim 8:8). 
Number seven on the list definitely deserves a mention in our magazine… it’s 
ְּבַׁש  !(devash, honey) ד

But it’s not the kind that comes from bees! You see, the other six plants on the 
list are agricultural products; things that farmers plant and grow (wheat, barley, 
grapes, figs, pomegranates, and olives). So it makes sense that the devash here 
in this pasuk would also be something that can be grown. Rashi says devash is 
date honey. This is a sweet syrup that you make by boiling and squeezing dates. 
It's is very popular in Israel, where it’s called “silan.”

But, in other places in Tanakh, devash can refer to bee honey. For example, in 
Sefer Shoftim, Shimshon finds a beehive (inside the carcass of a lion!) and he 
eats the devash there (Shoftim 14:8).

So learning Torah together might be as sweet as bee’s honey AND date honey!

Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers: 
ְׂעָֹרה ,(hittah, wheat) ִחּטָה .1   גֶּפֶן ,(seorah, barley) ש

(gefen, grapes), ּתְֵאנָה (te’einah, figs), ִרּמוֹן (rimmon, 
pomegranate), זֵית ׁשֶֶמן (zeit shemen, olive oil), ְּבַׁש  ד
(devash, honey) (8:8)

ָׂה לִי ֶאת־ַהַחיִל ַהזֶּה .2   my own power and“) כִֹּחי וְעֹצֶם יִָדי עָש
the strength of my hand created this wealth”) (8:17)

 3. Horeiv (9:8), Taveirah, Massah, Kivrot Hataavah (9:22), 
Kadeish Barnei’a (9:23)

 4. Moseirah (10:6)
 5. The ancestors of Benei Yisrael (10:15) and the גֵּר 

(ger, stranger)—a person from a different nation who 
chooses to live with Benei Yisrael, and who is usually 
poor (10:18)

 6. In Egypt, you “water your garden with your feet” (11:10)—
irrigation canals provide water from the Nile that can be 

pedaled in by your feet to your fields. In Eretz Yisrael, 
you have to wait for rain (11:11).

 ha-midbar, the desert off to the south and the) ַהּמְִדבָּר .7 
east), ַהלְּבָנוֹן (ha-levanon, the Lebanon mountains in 
the north), נְַהר־ּפְָרת (nehar perat, the Euphrates River in 
the northeast), יָּם ָהַאֲחרוֹן (yam ha-aharon, the Western 
Sea aka the Mediterranean) (11:24)

 8. Four—twice in the form of the word עֵֶקב (ekev) (7:12 and 
8:20) and twice in the form of וּלְיַעֲקֹב (u-l'Ya'akov) (9:5 
and 9:27) 

 9. 40 days and 40 nights (he mentions this five times!—9:9, 
9:11, 9:18, 9:25, 10:10)

-ha-El ha-gadol ha-gibbor ve) ָהֵא-ל ַהגָּדֹל ַהגִּבֹּר וְַהנּוָֹרא .10
ha-nora, God the Almighty the Great the Powerful the 
Awesome) (10:17)


