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§ 119192 1N - In This Week's Parashah

+ God creates the world in six days.

+ On the seventh day, Shabbat, God rests and declares it holy.

+ God allows Adam to eat from all the fruits in 7TV 12 (Gan Eden, the Garden of Eden),
except from the NYTI YV (etz hada'at, tree of knowledge).

+ The snake convinces Havah to eat some fruit from the etz hada'at. Havah then gives
some to Adam to eat, too. As punishment, Adam and Havah are kicked out of Gan
Eden.

+ Havah gives birth to two sons, Kayin and Hevel. They both offer sacrifices to God, but
only Hevel's is accepted. Kayin is jealous, and kills Hevel.

+ Kayin tries to deny responsibility, saying to God:
"Am | my brother's keeper?” God
punishes him and tells \ 04%° ot
him to wander the earth. < : “S’ AL

+ Havah has a third son, P
Shet. The Torah lists the
ten generations from
Adam to Noah.

+ God notices that people
are starting to behave badly,
except for Noah.
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Adam and Havah had two sons, and each brought an offering to God.
Hevel sacrificed the first born and fattest of his flock. Kayin offered the

fruit of the land, but it wasn't the best. God accepted Hevel's offering
but not Kayin's, and Kayin got angry and sad. Read what happens next: El iy
L
Bereishit 4:8-9 D-M:TN"WRI2
Kayin said to his brother Hevel IR 9207 DX 172 RN
and when they were in the field, T2 nnivga "M
Kayin rose against his brother Hevel and killed him. AT IR 2207 OX 1 opn
God said to Kayin, “Where is Hevel, your brother?” AMINR 2207 R 172 DR T nRm

And he said, "I don't know. Am | my brother’s keeper?” 21X MIN W "Ny T NS NN

Do you notice anything missing from the pesukim? What
would you expect after the first line?

What do you imagine Kayin might have said to Hevel?

Does God not know where Hevel is? Why do you think God
asks?

What do you think of Kayin's answer to God? Is that what
brothers and sisters should say about each other? How do
you think God might respond? (Try looking it up to see what
happens next!)

Are there people in your life you can look out for? How can
you be a "keeper”?

UITn -

Have you ever stopped to wonder why God ‘
created the world? What's the point of there

being a world at all?

)




This midrash suggests an answer to this big question based on
something unusual in this pasuk:

Bereishit 1:31 NY:X nrwKrTa
And God saw all that had been made, and vy WK %2 NR 0798 KM
found it very gOOd. -r'Nr:J milo) I_TJI_H
And there was evening and there was morning, N

the sixth day. RRIPAEI A ARF] A Y

Wi 01" (yom ha-shishi) means "THE sixth day.” The name of
this day is ever-so-slightly different from all the other days of
creation, which are just numbered, but without the word, “the."

Why THE sixth day? Can we learn something from this tiny
difference of a letter i1 (heh, the)?

Talmud Bavli Shabbat 88a X Ty 09 §7T naw *%aa 1in%n
Reish Lakish said: It teaches that the Holy MINAW TAYN ,WpY W KT
Blessed One made a condition when creating - | NATT N2 W
the world. God said: :0iT7 MK NYWRA Tvyn oy
If Israel accepts the Torah (on the sixth day of — iR 0'%apn Sxaw ox
Sivan), then the world will continue to exist; ;T’Ti\’?QDT.ﬁ AN
and if they don't accept the Torah, | will return DINN 0N 1K — XY n}g]
the world to tohu vavohu (chaos and disorder).  amimaming

We usually use the word, “the,” when we're
talking about something very specific -
something that person being spoken to
already knows about. Reish Lakish explains
that yom HA-shishi is not just talking about
the sixth day of creation, but another very
specific sixth day - the sixth day of Sivan,
which is the date the Torah would be given
on 117D 1T (Har Sinai, Mount Sinai)!
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This midrash seems to be suggesting that the whole purpose

of creating the world was for the Torah to be observed in it. In
fact, if Benei Yisrael had not eventually accepted the Torah at

Har Sinai, God would have undone all of creation!

+ Can you think of reasons why the Torah makes it a
good idea for there to be a world? If God created the
world for the Torah to be accepted, what does that
tell us about creation?

+ If the whole point of everything is Torah, then why
wait? Why didn't God include the Torah in creation?

w19 - Commentary

Bereishit 1:27 T2:X Nn"wKR12
And God created the human being in the divine image,  in%¥2 DINT NRDFPXR K127
creating it in the image of God— inX X712 077K Doy¥a
creating them male and female. :DNR N2 12221 121

What does 077X D?Y (tzelem Elokim, the image of God)
mean? This can be a difficult concept to understand, especially Guide for the
since we believe that God doesn't actually have an image! Perplexed, by
Rambam (Spain
and Egypt, 850
years ago)

N Y P00, N (%) \,0 /d\’l@(’i It's because
2L | & E of humans'

According to some D@18 (parshanim, commentators) tzelem
Elokim is an ability that human beings share with God.

N

A L ZK] ability to think
(AR I« and to reason
O that it is said
about humanity,
“creating it in the
image of God.”

©
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R. Eliyyahu Dessler (Lithuania, England, anan) 2%07T 1M%X A1

and Israel, 100 years ago) (vm%Rn
The ability to give is a sublime power; one of 1179V i3 KT 1 0aT M
the attributes of the Blessed Creator of All. God ,mrf fmg Sam i himr_\
is merciful and kind and giving... and this is how ..JN111 2701 DN RATYW
God created humanity, as is written, “And God :21N323 ,'n-pgq nK rn‘gjg ng;i‘g
created the human bein~ in the Divine image.” "DINT NN TPy n"»p"b_r'_g nby:

+ Can you give examples
of how God displays the
abilities of reasoning and
giving?

+ When do you, or people you
know, show these abilities?

It's also possible to understand tzelem Elokim as a special status
or role that humans have, which is like God's role:

Saadia Gaon (Egypt and Babylonia, 1,100 years TIRA T TYD 2N
ago) . N
17va imnTa iniR Tpy
God created humans in God's image, in terms of A ... T2WnRm 11uowin
being rulers... nX 079% gy 011270 %2

720Y 0PV N1TNA DIR]
T2VNT RITY N3 ,ia »on
a1 Sy vbw

Among other things, God made humans able
to rule, like God is the ruler over everything.

In Bereishit, chapter 1, what
pesukim show human beings as
rulers?

What kind of responsibility comes
with being a ruler, or a leader?




11T 70 12T iXid - Tell Me More About This!

Our Midrash (p. 3) was based on the letter i1 (heh) in "wWwi1 01" (yom ha-shishi, the

sixth day). This kind of heh is called iTy™»7171 i1 (heh ha-yedi'ah). It works like the English

word "the,” letting us know that the thing we're talking about is something
we already know about.

Heh ha-yedi'ah has inspired some of the midrashim we've seen in
previous issues of Devash!

Remember how the midwives, Shifrah and Puah, are identified
as Yokheved and Elisheva or Miriam (Shemot 1:15)? One of the
reasons is because it says N"2yi1 N7 (lameyaldot ha-
ivriyot), with a heh ha-yedi'ah!

Here's another example, one that we haven't
seen before. When Moshe brings his family
with him to Egypt (Shemot 4:20), the Torah says
he puts them on TN (ha-hamor, the donkey).

Rashi quotes a midrash that says this is the very
same donkey that Avraham used to bring Yitzhak
~to be sacrificed in the Akeidah!

bt 5.

Debate: Knowledge is not
always a good thing.




11U 7Y U417 - A Moment of Hebrew

Bereishit 1:2 2:X MWK
The earth was chaos and disorder, with SV WM A1 TN [0 PR
darkness over the surface of the deep and Sy NaAAn I:PPT'BN 111 Qe 206
a wind from God sweeping over the water. L N oA 8

\)

(9.n.0 wIWw) nm?

+ To hover =
(lerahef) Z Find the Word!
=1am This WIW (shoresh, root)
Drone (rahfan) appears only one other time in

all of the Torah, describing an
eagle hovering over its children.
£\ It was featured in Devash
two weeks ago, for Parashat

N n‘;.,ll,.',l'll’;/.l']lj'ltl . Ha'azinu, in the n1aw18 /

Daydreaming or spacing out -
Commentary section. Can you

(merahef/merahefet) M . .
find it, either in your magazine
or in the Torah? (Hint: Look at
Devarim 32.)

=nam

~__~ Hovercraft (rahefet)
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2) 24;t0 i19

© 3) 2:20 to 3:21 A
HH1W Ni7KY - Parashah Scavenger Hunt by 322 to acte i L
The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the 1,
matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading. The answers to 6) &23 to5:24
questions 8 and 9 are harder and can come from anywhere in the | “7) 5:95 toééza A

parashah. The answer to question 10 is in this week’s Haftarah.

[ On which days does God
good (uck: say 1277 178 (peru u'revy,

be fruitful and multiply)?

What's the first thing God asks Adam
after he eats from the NYTa YV (etz
‘ hada'at, tree of knowledge)?

l
6 There are three women

named in this aliyah. What
are their names?

Who lived the longest,

and how old were
‘ they when they died?

animals receive
their names?

I
e How does God make

sure that nobody will take
revenge against Kayin?

[
e How old was Adam when

‘ he had his third child?




1T 70 72T IXi1 - Tell Me More About This!

In the N11w"8 / Commentary section, we thought about 077X D?Y (tzelem
Elokim, the image of God). We saw that it could be an ability that humans share
with God (like reasoning or giving), or it could be a role we have that's similar to

God's role (leadership).
Here's another approach, from Maharal (Prague, 500 years ago).

Can you explain how it's different from the options we've already seen?

God stuck in Adam'’s face a radiance, yix 1,1 15w 0mna paT 2
and a spark from above is stuck in him. NI 7170271 ,53 2T 10y
And this is tzelem Elokim. .D79x 0Dy

Maharal goes on to explain that this spark isn't something physical. It
wouldn't show up on an x-ray! It's a spiritual thing that exists inside all
humans. It's a tiny bit of God's light in each of us.

What's your reaction
to Maharal?

+ If you identify with one of these characters, what would you say to the
other one?

+ If you thought of other people as having a spark of God in them, could that
change how you act towards them? Could awareness of your own spark
change how you think about yourself?

HADAR
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11971 - Halakhah

a-4>»NZ

Musical Instruments after the Destruction of the Temple

In Bereishit, Yuval is described as the first musician, 211v1 7122 wan '7;1 AN

(@ancestor of all who play the violin or the pipe). Music can bring a special
feeling of joy into our lives.

But when the Beit Ha-Mikdash was destroyed, many people felt that they
couldn't allow themselves to experience this special joy anymore. Based
on the Talmud (Gittin 7a), Rambam sums up what happened:

’ "I]T'INZ:I MY D207 13N WIPTJU nmna 3‘1[[[_31’)

¢/ 531701 270 521 1w 2522 1325 KYw.. 1T
s 210K 172 mNw? MoR W YW Yip wwnwn
| 2T 2390 YWYy

72,271 NM1Myn n”ann

Rambam Laws of Fast Days, 5:12,14

When the Beit Ha-Mikdash was destroyed,
the Sages of that generation decreed...
that it was forbidden to play musical
instruments, and to sing or listen to happy
songs, because of the destruction...




But people had a hard time letting go of music. Even Rambam reports that Jews
in his time would regularly sing songs of praise to God, like the NiNAT (zemirot)
many of us sing on Shabbat.

Tosafot (Gittin 7a) seem to limit this prohibition, saying it only applies to royalty
who had music played for them throughout the day.

In modern times, R. Moshe Feinstein was strict, saying that people shouldn't
even listen to music with instruments on the radio (Iggerot Moshe Orah Hayyim
1:166). He only permitted instruments at mitzvah events like weddings. But R.
Eliezer Waldenberg (Tzitz Eliezer 15:33) took the opposite view. He said it is fine
for a child to learn an instrument for pleasure, following the Tosafot's more
lenient approach.

We are blessed to live at a time when Jews live freely in
the land of Israel, which might be another reason to
crank up the music! Still, many who normally have
music as part of their lives avoid instruments during

especially sad times on the Jewish calendar, like
the three weeks leading up to 9 Av. (See Responsa
Kappei Aharon #52)

. Days five and six (1:22,28) . 130 (5:3)
. Adam named them (2:19) . Metushelah lived to 969 (5:27)
. 127X (ayekah, where are . Hanokh (4:17)
you)? (3:9) . Kayin (4:9)
. God places a mark on him . W W (shir hadash, a new
(4:15) song)! (Yeshayahu 42:10)
. Tzilah, Adah, Na'amah (4:19,22)

For support teaching this and other textsin
your school, check out PoP! hadar.org/pop




'Shabbat, we say a special prayer called n'gj_jltr (Havdalah,
to separate between Shabbat and the rest of the week. In
we praise God for separating other things, too. For example, God
2s between light and dark: WM 1R 172...27 7207 (Hamadbvil..bein

1oshekh).

> ound familiar? Actually, in Bereishit, God separates between light and dark
‘twice, both times in the first aliyah!

Check it out:

On Day One, God creates light, and then separates
between light and dark (Bereishit 1:4).

On the fourth day, God creates the sun to mark the
daytime, and the moon and stars to mark the nighttime
(and although these provide a little light, it is mainly dark at
night). This is also described as separation (Bereishit 1:14,18).

You might wonder: What happened on the fourth day that was
- different from Day One? The Talmud asks this very question, and
~ provides two possible answers.

Talmud Bavli Haggigah 12a N TInY 2* §7 7a7n %23 in%n

R. Yaakov thought the light of creation on D2 KT P12 WiTRT R1aW 1IN
Day One was a special kind of light that nivn 12 vIAM TDIY OIR ,JIWYRA
made Adam able to see (and understand) Apy? 1271 727 ,i810 TN D:;-]ycl
from one end of the world to the other. NiTiNA 17 177 :07NIK 0NAmM

TV 1201 K71, 1iWNRT D12 IR2Y

The Sages said that God made the sun ;
py'w;j: ni?

and moon on Day One, but waited until
the fourth day to hang them in the sky.

k God for separating light from dark, what do

k? How so?

earning sweet. By engaging directly with texts a
: and grown-ups discover the weekly Torah
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