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Because learning Torah is sweet

Bereishit 
בְּרֵאשִׁית

October 19-22, 2022   כ”ד - כ”ז תִּשְׁרֵי תשפ”ג

In This Week’s Parashah  •  מָה בּפַָּרָשָׁה

	 God creates the world in six days.

	 On the seventh day, Shabbat, God rests and declares it holy.

	 God allows Adam to eat from all the fruits in גןַּ עדֵֶן (Gan Eden, the Garden of Eden), 
except from the ַעת ַּ .(etz hada’at, tree of knowledge) עץֵ הַד

	 The snake convinces Havah to eat some fruit from the etz hada’at. Havah then gives 
some to Adam to eat, too. As punishment, Adam and Havah are kicked out of Gan 
Eden.

	 Havah gives birth to two sons, Kayin and Hevel. They both offer sacrifices to God, but 
only Hevel’s is accepted. Kayin is jealous, and kills Hevel.

	 Kayin tries to deny responsibility, saying to God: 
“Am I my brother’s keeper?” God 
punishes him and tells 
him to wander the earth.

	 Havah has a third son, 
Shet. The Torah lists the 
ten generations from 
Adam to Noah.

	 God notices that people 
are starting to behave badly, 
except for Noah.

DAY 1 Light and Darkness   DAY 2 Sky and Sea   DAY 3 Plants and Vegetation    
DAY 4 Sun, Moon, and Stars   DAY 5 Fish, Birds, and Reptiles   DAY 6 Animal and Human Beings
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Understanding the Verses  •  פְּשַׁט הַפְּסוּקִים
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Before or after Shabbat, 

scan to listen to a 

discussion of these pesukim! 

The Bereishit episode of 

TORAH TIME 

will be live on 

October 19, 2022.

Adam and Havah had two sons, and each brought an offering to God. 
Hevel sacrificed the first born and fattest of his flock. Kayin offered the 
fruit of the land, but it wasn’t the best. God accepted Hevel’s offering 
but not Kayin’s, and Kayin got angry and sad. Read what happens next: 

בראשית ד:ח-ט
 ויַאֹּמֶר קַיןִ אֶל הֶבלֶ אָחִיו 

ָדֶה  ּׂ  ויַהְִי בהְִּיותָֹם בשַּ
ּ׃ ויַקָׇּם קַיןִ אֶל הֶבלֶ אָחִיו ויַהַַּרְגהֵו

 ויַאֹּמֶר ה' אֶל קַיןִ אֵי הֶבלֶ אָחִיךָ 
ויַאֹּמֶר לאֹ ידַָעתְִּי הֲשׁמֵֹר אָחִי אָנכֹיִ׃

Bereishit 4:8-9

Kayin said to his brother Hevel  
and when they were in the field,  
Kayin rose against his brother Hevel and killed him.

God said to Kayin, “Where is Hevel, your brother?”  
And he said, “I don’t know. Am I my brother’s keeper?”

	 Do you notice anything missing from the pesukim? What 
would you expect after the first line?

	 What do you imagine Kayin might have said to Hevel?

	 Does God not know where Hevel is? Why do you think God 
asks?

	 What do you think of Kayin’s answer to God? Is that what 
brothers and sisters should say about each other? How do 
you think God might respond? (Try looking it up to see what 
happens next!)

	 Are there people in your life you can look out for? How can 
you be a “keeper”?

   Midrash  •  מִדְרָשׁ

Have you ever stopped to wonder why God 
created the world? What’s the point of there 
being a world at all? 
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This midrash suggests an answer to this big question based on 
something unusual in this pasuk:

בראשית א:לא
ָׂה  ויַרְַּא אֱלקִֹים אֶת כלׇּ אֲשֶׁר עשָ

והְִנהֵּ טובֹ מְאדֹ

ִי׃ ִשּׁ ויַהְִי ערֶֶב ויַהְִי בקֶֹר יוםֹ הַשּׁ

תלמוד בבלי שבת דף פח עמוד א
אָמַר רֵישׁ לקִָישׁ, מְלמֵַּד שֶׁהִתְנהָ  ְּ ד

 הַקָּדושֹׁ ברָּוךְּ הואּ 
ֵׂה ברְֵאשִׁית ואְָמַר להֶָם: עםִ מַעשֲ

ְׂרָאֵל מְקַבלְּיִם הַתּורָֹה —   אִם ישִ
 אַתֶּם מִתְקַייְּמִין,

 ואְִם לאָו — אֲניִ מַחֲזיִר אֶתְכםֶ 
.ּ לתְוהֹוּ ובָוהֹו

Bereishit 1:31

And God saw all that had been made, and 
found it very good.  
And there was evening and there was morning, 
the sixth day.

Talmud Bavli Shabbat 88a

Reish Lakish said: It teaches that the Holy 
Blessed One made a condition when creating 
the world. God said: 

If Israel accepts the Torah (on the sixth day of 
Sivan), then the world will continue to exist;  
and if they don’t accept the Torah, I will return 
the world to tohu vavohu (chaos and disorder).

We usually use the word, “the,” when we’re 
talking about something very specific - 
something that person being spoken to 
already knows about. Reish Lakish explains 
that yom HA-shishi is not just talking about 
the sixth day of creation, but another very 
specific sixth day - the sixth day of Sivan, 
which is the date the Torah would be given 
on ַהַר סיִני (Har Sinai, Mount Sinai)!

A lot of midrashim are bugged by something unusual in the Torah text

ִי ִשּׁ  means “THE sixth day.” The name of (yom ha-shishi) יוםֹ הַשּׁ
this day is ever-so-slightly different from all the other days of 
creation, which are just numbered, but without the word, "the."

Why THE sixth day? Can we learn something from this tiny 
difference of a letter ה (heh, the)?
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 Commentary  •  פַּרְשָׁנוּת

Guide for the 
Perplexed, by 
Rambam (Spain 
and Egypt, 850 
years ago)

It’s because 
of humans’ 
ability to think 
and to reason 
that it is said 
about humanity, 
“creating it in the 
image of God.”

	 Can you think of reasons why the Torah makes it a 
good idea for there to be a world? If God created the 
world for the Torah to be accepted, what does that 
tell us about creation?

	 If the whole point of everything is Torah, then why 
wait? Why didn’t God include the Torah in creation? 

What does צלֶםֶ אֱלקִֹים (tzelem Elokim, the image of God) 
mean? This can be a difficult concept to understand, especially 
since we believe that God doesn’t actually have an image! 

According to some פּרְַשָׁניִם (parshanim, commentators) tzelem 
Elokim is an ability that human beings share with God.

בראשית א:כז
ֹ  ויַבִּרְָא אֱלקִֹים אֶת הָאָדָם בצְּלַמְו

ֹ  בצְּלֶםֶ אֱלקִֹים ברָָּא אתֹו
זכָרָ ונּקְֵבהָ ברָָּא אתָֹם׃

Bereishit 1:27

And God created the human being in the divine image, 
creating it in the image of God— 
creating them male and female.

This midrash seems to be suggesting that the whole purpose 
of creating the world was for the Torah to be observed in it. In 
fact, if Benei Yisrael had not eventually accepted the Torah at 
Har Sinai, God would have undone all of creation!

Send us your 

thoughts or 

questions  

from
 the parashah!

We'll write back to you, and some will get 

published in future issues of Devash.

Write to us at devash@hadar.org
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	 Can you give examples 
of how God displays the 
abilities of reasoning and 
giving?

	 When do you, or people you 
know, show these abilities?

	 In Bereishit, chapter 1, what 
pesukim show human beings as 
rulers? 

	 What kind of responsibility comes 
with being a ruler, or a leader?

רב אליהו דסלר )מכתב 
מאליהו(

כחַֹּ הַנתְִּינהָ הואּ כוּחַֹ עלֶיְוןֹ 
מִמִּדוּתֹ יוצֹרֵ הַכלֹּ ברָּוךְּ הואּ, 
שֶׁהואּ מְרַחֵם ומֵּיטִיב ונְותֵֹן... 

ָׂה אֶת הָאָדָם, ככַּתָּובּ:  וכְכָהָ עשָ
ָׂה אֶת הָאָדָם.'  'בצְּלֶםֶ אֱלקִֹים עשָ

רב סעדיה גאון
ָׂה אותֹוֹ בדְִּמותּוֹ בעְִּניְןַ  עשָ

ִלטְוןֹ והְַמֶּמְשָׁלהָ... ומִּביֵּן  הַשּׁ
ָׂה אֱלקִֹים אֶת  ְּברִָים עשָ כלָּ הַד

הָאָדָם במְַּדְרֵגתַ שַׁליִּט, שֶׁהַכלֹּ 
תָּלויּ בוֹּ, כמְּוֹ שֶׁהואּ יתְִעלַהֶּ 

שַׁליִּט עלַ הַכלֹּ.

R. Eliyyahu Dessler (Lithuania, England, 
and Israel, 100 years ago)

The ability to give is a sublime power; one of 
the attributes of the Blessed Creator of All. God 
is merciful and kind and giving… and this is how 
God created humanity, as is written, “And God 
created the human being in the Divine image.”

Saadia Gaon (Egypt and Babylonia, 1,100 years 
ago)

God created humans in God’s image, in terms of 
being rulers…

Among other things, God made humans able  
to rule, like God is the ruler over everything.

It’s also possible to understand tzelem Elokim as a special status 
or role that humans have, which is like God’s role:
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!Tell Me More About This  •  בּוֹאוּ נדְַבּרֵ עלַ זהֶ 

Our Midrash (p. 3) was based on the letter ה (heh) in ִי ִשּׁ  yom ha-shishi, the) יוםֹ הַשּׁ
sixth day). This kind of heh is called ָה הַידְִּיעה (heh ha-yedi’ah). It works like the English 

word “the,” letting us know that the thing we’re talking about is something 
we already know about. 

Heh ha-yedi’ah has inspired some of the midrashim we’ve seen in 
previous issues of Devash!

Remember how the midwives, Shifrah and Puah, are identified 
as Yokheved and Elisheva or Miriam (Shemot 1:15)? One of the 
reasons is because it says ֹּלמְַילַדְּתֹ הָעבִרְִית (lameyaldot ha-

ivriyot), with a heh ha-yedi’ah!

Here’s another example, one that we haven’t 
seen before. When Moshe brings his family 
with him to Egypt (Shemot 4:20), the Torah says 
he puts them on ֹהַחֲמר (ha-hamor, the donkey). 

Rashi quotes a midrash that says this is the very 
same donkey that Avraham used to bring Yitzhak 

to be sacrificed in the Akeidah!
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 One-Minute Debate  •  דַּקָּה שֶׁל דִּיּוּןּ

How to play:
Here is a topic for debate along with some 
suggested arguments, 
but feel free to come up with your own.

�	 Assign people to the “Agree” or 
“Disagree” sides. 

�	 Each side gets 30 seconds to make 
their case. 

�	 At the end, the group votes on a winner. 

Disagree!
 	How do you plan to discover the cure 
for a rare and dangerous disease? 
Gain knowledge! The more, the better! 

 	Why else do we have brains? To learn 
new things! 

 	Knowledge is power.

Debate: Knowledge is not 
always a good thing.
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A Moment of Hebrew  •  רֶגעַ שֶׁל עִברְִית
Bereishit 1:2

The earth was chaos and disorder, with 
darkness over the surface of the deep and 
a wind from God sweeping over the water.

בראשית א:ב 

ּ וחְשֶֹׁךְ עלַ  ּ ובָהֹו והְָאָרֶץ הָיתְָה תהֹו
פּנְיֵ תְהוםֹ ורְוחַּ אלֱקִֹים מְרַחֶפתֶ עלַ 

פּנְיֵ הַמָּיםִ׃ 

לרְַחֵף )שׁרֶֹשׁ ר.ח.פ(
	 To hover  

(lerahef) Find the Word! 
This ׁשׁרֶֹש (shoresh, root) 
appears only one other time in 
all of the Torah, describing an 
eagle hovering over its children. 
It was featured in Devash 
two weeks ago, for Parashat 
Ha’azinu, in the ּפּרְַשָׁנות / 
Commentary section. Can you 
find it, either in your magazine 
or in the Torah? (Hint: Look at 
Devarim 32.)

Agree!

מְרַחֵף/מְרַחֶפתֶ = 
Daydreaming or spacing out 
(merahef/merahefet)

 	We’ve all experienced TMI (Too Much Information), when a 
person goes on and on about a topic, and the details start to 
feel awkward. We don’t need to know everything!

 	There must have been a good reason that God wanted 
Adam and Havah to avoid the ַעת ַּ  etz hada’at, tree of) עץֵ הַד
knowledge). Some knowledge just isn’t appropriate for human 
beings.

 	Ignorance is bliss.

רַחֶפתֶ = 
Hovercraft (rahefet)

רַחְפןָ = 
Drone (rahfan)
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Parashah Scavenger Hunt  •  שְׁאֵלוֹת הַשָּׁבוּעַ

Look for  

the answers 

 on page 11!

*

The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the 
matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading. The answers to 
questions 8 and 9 are harder and can come from anywhere in the 
parashah. The answer to question 10 is in this week’s Haftarah.

On which days does God 
say ּפּרְוּ ורְּבו (peru u’revu, 
be fruitful and multiply)? How did 

animals receive 
their names? 

What’s the first thing God asks Adam 
after he eats from the עַת ַּ  etz) עץֵ הַד
hada’at, tree of knowledge)? 

How does God make 
sure that nobody will take 
revenge against Kayin? 

There are three women 
named in this aliyah. What 
are their names? 

How old was Adam when 
he had his third child? 

Who lived the longest, 
and how old were 
they when they died?

From the Haftarah:  
What type of song  
should be sung to God?

In our parashah, who 
answers a question with 
a question? 

In the Torah, what is 
the first place to be 
named after a person? 

1

3

2

4

5

7

8

9

10

6

Good luck!

aliyot:
1) Bereishit 1:1 to 2:3 

2) 2:4 to 2:19

3) 2:20 to 3:21

4) 3:22 to 4:18

5) 4:19 to 4:22

6) 4:23 to 5:24

7) 5:25 to 6:8

Haftarah: Yeshayahu 
42:5 to 42:21 for 
Sefardim and 42:5 to 
43:10 for Ashkenazim
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!Tell Me More About This  •  בּוֹאוּ נדְַבּרֵ עלַ זהֶ 

In the ּפּרְַשָׁנות / Commentary section, we thought about צלֶםֶ אלֱקִֹים (tzelem 
Elokim, the image of God). We saw that it could be an ability that humans share 
with God (like reasoning or giving), or it could be a role we have that's similar to 
God’s role (leadership).

Here’s another approach, from Maharal (Prague, 500 years ago). 

Can you explain how it’s different from the options we’ve already seen?

ָּבקַ בפַּּנָיִם שֶׁלוֹּ זיִו, ונְיִצוץֹ  כיִּ ד
ָּבקַ בוֹּ, ודְָברָ זהֶ הואּ  עלֶיְוןֹ ד

צלֶםֶ אלֱקִֹים.

God stuck in Adam’s face a radiance, 
and a spark from above is stuck in him. 
And this is tzelem Elokim. 

Maharal goes on to explain that this spark isn’t something physical. It 
wouldn’t show up on an x-ray! It’s a spiritual thing that exists inside all 
humans. It’s a tiny bit of God’s light in each of us. 

	 What’s your reaction 
to Maharal? 

	 If you identify with one of these characters, what would you say to the 
other one?

	 If you thought of other people as having a spark of God in them, could that 
change how you act towards them? Could awareness of your own spark 
change how you think about yourself?

Oh yeah, 
this is really 
meaningful.

Hmm…can 
anyone define 

“spiritual 
thing” for 

me???
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Halakhah  •  הֲלכָהָ

Musical Instruments after the Destruction of the Temple

In Bereishit, Yuval is described as the first musician, ָאֲביִ כלָּ תּפֹשֵׂ כנִּוּרֹ ועְוגּב 
(ancestor of all who play the violin or the pipe). Music can bring a special 
feeling of joy into our lives.

But when the Beit Ha-Mikdash was destroyed, many people felt that they 
couldn’t allow themselves to experience this special joy anymore. Based 
on the Talmud (Gittin 7a), Rambam sums up what happened:

רמב"ם תעניות ה:יב,יד
שׁ תִּקְּנוּ חֲכמִָים שֶׁהָיוּ באְּותֹוֹ  ָּ ֶחָרַב ביֵּת הַמִּקְד מִשּׁ

הַדוּרֹ...שֶׁלאֹּ לנְגַןֵּ בכִּלְיֵ שִׁיר וכְלָ מִיניֵ זמֶֶר וכְלָ 
ְׂמחַֹ בהֶָּן ואְָסורּ  מַשְׁמִיעיֵ קולֹ שֶׁל שִׁיר אָסורּ לשִ

לשְָׁמְעןָ מִפּנְיֵ הַחֻרְבןָּ...

Rambam Laws of Fast Days, 5:12,14

When the Beit Ha-Mikdash was destroyed, 
the Sages of that generation decreed…
that it was forbidden to play musical 
instruments, and to sing or listen to happy 
songs, because of the destruction…

Lea
rn o

ne way the parashah practically impacts our lives
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But people had a hard time letting go of music. Even Rambam reports that Jews 
in his time would regularly sing songs of praise to God, like the ֹזמְִירות (zemirot) 
many of us sing on Shabbat.

Tosafot (Gittin 7a) seem to limit this prohibition, saying it only applies to royalty 
who had music played for them throughout the day. 

In modern times, R. Moshe Feinstein was strict, saying that people shouldn’t 
even listen to music with instruments on the radio (Iggerot Moshe Orah Hayyim 
I:166). He only permitted instruments at mitzvah events like weddings. But R. 
Eliezer Waldenberg (Tzitz Eliezer 15:33) took the opposite view. He said it is fine 
for a child to learn an instrument for pleasure, following the Tosafot’s more 
lenient approach. 

We are blessed to live at a time when Jews live freely in 
the land of Israel, which might be another reason to 
crank up the music! Still, many who normally have 
music as part of their lives avoid instruments during 
especially sad times on the Jewish calendar, like 
the three weeks leading up to 9 Av. (See Responsa 
Kappei Aharon #52)

Parashah Scavenger Hunt 
Answers: 
 1.	 Days five and six (1:22,28) 
 2.	 Adam named them (2:19)
 3.	  ayekah, where are) אַיכֶּהָּ

you)? (3:9)
 4.	 God places a mark on him 

(4:15)
 5.	 Tzilah, Adah, Na’amah (4:19,22)

 6.	 130 (5:3)
 7.	 Metushelah lived to 969 (5:27) 
 8.	 Hanokh (4:17) 
 9.	 Kayin (4:9)
10.	  shir hadash, a new) שִׁיר חָדָשׁ

song)! (Yeshayahu 42:10) 

For support teaching this and other texts in 
your school, check out PoP! hadar.org/pop  

To subscribe to future issues or for free downloads, visit: hadar.org/devash

This publication 

contains words of 

Torah, so please treat 

it with appropriate 

reverence



 Prayer in the Parashah  •  תְּפִלּהָ

At the end of Shabbat, we say a special prayer called ָלה ָּ  ,Havdalah) הַבדְ
separation) to separate between Shabbat and the rest of the week. In 
Havdalah, we praise God for separating other things, too. For example, God 
separates between light and dark: ְיל...ביֵּן אורֹ לחְשֶֹׁך ִּ  Hamadvil…bein) הַמַּבדְ
or le’hoshekh). 

Sound familiar? Actually, in Bereishit, God separates between light and dark 
twice, both times in the first aliyah! 

Check it out:

You might wonder: What happened on the fourth day that was 
different from Day One? The Talmud asks this very question, and 
provides two possible answers. 

	 On Day One, God creates light, and then separates 
between light and dark (Bereishit 1:4).

	 On the fourth day, God creates the sun to mark the 
daytime, and the moon and stars to mark the nighttime 
(and although these provide a little light, it is mainly dark at 
night). This is also described as separation (Bereishit 1:14,18). 

	 When we thank God for separating light from dark, what do 
you think about?

	 Why talk about light and dark at the end of Shabbat? Could 
it relate somehow to the difference between Shabbat and 
the rest of the days of the week? How so?

Devash is a weekly parashah magazine that makes Torah learning sweet. By engaging directly with texts and 
taking kids seriously as Jews, Devash helps children (ages 7+) and grown-ups discover the weekly Torah portion. 

תלמוד בבלי חגיגה דף יב עמוד א
אורֹ שֶׁברָָּא הַקָּדושֹׁ ברָּוךְּ הואּ ביְּוםֹ 
רִאשׁוןֹ, אָדָם צופֹהֶ ומַּביִּט בוֹּ מִסּוףֹ 
ִּברְֵי רַביִּ יעַקֲבֹ.  הָעולֹםָ ועְדַ סופֹוֹ, ד

וחֲַכמִָים אומְֹרִים: הֵן הֵן מְאורֹותֹ 
 שֶׁנבִּרְְאוּ ביְּוםֹ רִאשׁוןֹ, ולְאֹ נתְִלוּ עדַ 

יוםֹ רְביִעיִ.

Talmud Bavli Haggigah 12a 

R. Yaakov thought the light of creation on 
Day One was a special kind of light that 
made Adam able to see (and understand) 
from one end of the world to the other.

The Sages said that God made the sun 
and moon on Day One, but waited until 
the fourth day to hang them in the sky.


