BEMIDBAR
NASO
BEHAALOTKHA
SHELAH

KORAH
HUKKAT-BALAK
PINHAS
MATTOT-MASEI

A“awn 7R B*] - 2"

Benei Yisrael get organized for their journey
through the 12TR (midbar, wilderness).

Moshe takes a census. He gets help from
one representative of each VAW (shevet,
tribe). The total number in the count is
603,550.

This number did not include the LW
(shevet, tribe) of Levi, who were counted
separately. Shevet Levi, which included the
D13 (kohanim, priests), were responsible

for the mishkan and its 093 (keilim, vessels).

When Benei Yisrael traveled, it was the D?‘!f?
(Levi'im) that took apart the mishkan and
carried it.

When Benei Yisrael camped in the midbar,
they followed a precise formation.
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+ The mishkan was in the
center.

+ Shevet Levi camped closest
to the mishkan, all around it.
The other twelve tribes were
divided into four groups of
three.

+ These four groups were M
arranged in a square, going |
around the Levi camp in all
directions.

Moshe counts the firstborns

of Benei Yisrael. God explains
that firstborns were originally
dedicated for special work in the
mishkan, but that Shevet Levi
should take their place.
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O'/H0971 bY9 - Understanding the Verses

The Levi'im had special roles taking care of the mishkan.
The Torah explains how this came to be.

Bemidbar 3:12-13 A»-17:192Tha
| (God) took the Leviim D721 DX "AMRY 12T 1K1
from among Benei Yisrael, ' . '7N‘1W"' il ?|‘|an
in place of all the firstborns o vse 7902 %a non
among Benei Yisrael. - 5N‘1VJT" Rl
The Levi'im shall be Mine. :n-‘g'g';&r' L)) -'I"".:l]
For every firstborn is Mine. 1122 9379 )
From the day that | struck every firstborn in 07X PINA 7102 ';; w}j’a:—_, 5113
Mitzrayim (Egypt) | made every firstborn of X772 1122 92 7Y mwTpn
Israel—from human to animal—holy to Me. TRITA TV OIRN
They shall be Mine, | am God. o 1N qvnT'gfv'.;

+ What do you notice? What are you wondering about?

+ What words get repeated in these pesukim? What can we learn from these
words?

+ Why does it make sense for Benei Yisrael's firstborns to be considered holy to
God? How do you understand the connection to Ni1122 Nan (makkat bekhorot,
the final plague when the Egyptian firstborns were killed)?

Why is it "holy” to have special roles in the mishkan? What do
the mishkan and holiness have to do with each other?

What do you think it would have been like for firstborns to




W1TR - Midrash \ T T
' () C Why does the Torah stress D
0N /’ ( that it was given in the 712N
: O'@ "i (midbar, wilderness)? What can ;
N / "\w»\we learn from this? /

Here are two midrashim that notice how important the midbar

seems to be.

Mekhilta de-Rabbi Yishmael Ba-Hodesh 1

The Torah was given publicly and in an
ownerless place.

If the Torah had been given in Eretz Yisrael,
people could say, "The nations of the world
have no share in it.”

That's why it was given in the midbar, publicly
and in an ownerless place. So that anyone
who wants to come and accept the Torah can
come and accept it!
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This midrash suggests that, because the Torah

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE. >>




>> CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

Talmud Bavli Eruvin 54a 1217V naon "221 TIin%n
_ TNy 171
R. Matna said: ...If you allow yourself K ymn
to be treated as a midbar, where NYY OTX D'WnR DN... :i1INA 27 X
anyone can step — your learning will 0™pnn 1-nn'7n — npwr '7:1-ny 117273
stick with you. If you don't — it won't. i3 0mpnn TR PR — m'y ON1.iTa
™~

+ R. Matna thinks the midbar represents 1 A
the value of being humble. Why is it Tt 5
r&; 4

important to have humility in order to someone else

be good at learning new things? ( answer this one.
= ..
S

+ Why is it important to have humility in
order to learn Torah specifically?

+ These two midrashim highlighted two
different aspects of the midbar. Can
you think of other explanations for why

the Torah was given in the midbar?
J L
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THiw19 - Commentary

Aharon and his sons are told to supervise the
members of the Kehat family and make sure they all
knew exactly what their jobs were:

Bemidbar 4:18-19 D*-M7:772TNa
Don't let the Kehat family be cut off from the nmayn vaw NR AN"™MIn O9X
Levi'im. m‘;—r qiAN NP
Do this for them, so they may live and not die when INNT K21170 012 WY NRN
they approach the most holy things: DWW IpiT WTp NN DRwia
Aharon and his sons should go in and assign each DNIR NP1 IR 1721 TN
of them to their work and what they should carry. HINEN YR INTAY 2V WK WK

It sounds like the supervision was meant to prevent
the Kehat family from being "cut off," or dying. But why
was the Kehat family in danger?

A midrash presents two views.
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Bemidbar Rabbah 5:1

R. Elazar ben Pedat said in the name of R.
Yosei ben Zimra: Fire would come out and
burn the people carrying the aron, and some
of them would die. So they would all run to
grab the shulhan (table) and menorah and
mizbehot (altars), and they would run away
from the aron because they thought it might
harm them. This was like "offending” the
aron, and it made God angry at them, and
then even more of them would die.

So the Holy Blessed One said to Moshe and
Aharon: Make this precaution for Kehat so
they don't get cut off from the world... Have
Aharon and his sons come, "and assign each
of them to their work and what they should
carry” (Bemidbar 4:19) — so that they couldn’t
swap jobs and burdens.

N:T1i1a772TNa

"Di* "2 DY N9 13 YK 200K
NRYT WRIT TTY IR0 K112
TOYRNN P TR QYo 19y

N 2012 717, 17¥7 TR TR 92 i
AT TR NR YY1 e
11IRiT 1N 017127, Ninana NX 501
YR TR T 20 gy van
DY NI 172 WiTRT i, iann
1"22ann 17 2w DTy

Yny R 7172 WiTpa D2 R
NiTp "337 Migh Dif2 WY IR
Ni22 RPK...021Vi] 1A N2 KoW 712
WIR WIR DNIR N1’ 17121 0R
(v:71727N2) "R '7m inTay by
TTiayn 70Ny 1'7311 N'?W "3 —
Xipn? Rignm -rn:yb

According to R. Elazar ben Pedat, carrying the aron was a dangerous
job, but running away from it was even more dangerous. God did not
want the Kehat family to be completely wiped out, so Aharon was told
to make sure people knew their assighments and were not allowed

to switch. That way, they

.3 couldn't shirk their
a Y/ responsibilities and
i/ run away from the

aron.

R. Shmuel has
an opposite
view:

R. Shmuel bar Nahman said: ...the problem
was actually that they all knew that whoever
carried the aron would get the biggest
reward. So they would avoid the shulhan and
menorah and mizbehot and all run to the
aron, in order to collect reward.
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How are these two explanations similar? How are they
different?

What are jobs you have that you would never want to
avoid? What are jobs that you'd be happy to skip?

Why is it so important to keep responsibilities,
especially when they're the ones we least want to
do?

What do you think R. Elazar and R. Shmuel want us to
learn about doing jobs that are hard, or jobs that don't
get much recognition?
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n"11U 79 U471 - A Moment of Hebrew

Bemidbar 3:46 MN:172Tha
And for the redemption price of the 273 ‘lVJ"?W"r 7178 NKY
firstborns of Benei Yisrael, that were n’ﬂ‘ry‘l DNNATI DWJW‘I‘I
over and above the number of Levi'im... 'm‘nu1 712 7122n D"'1'7“r Sy
(9.7.y UW) ATV

- . = 00Ty N0
+ Change — Outlet store

r our

«+ Extra or surplus . \ (hanut odafim)

change

(odef)

Find the Word!

When Benei Yisrael get
instructions about TN
(mann, miraculous food)
in the wilderness, they
are told to leave some
aside on Friday, for
Shabbat. Can you find

s o the word that contains

' this WW (shoresh, root)

- niMEy 17D = YR/ to describe leftover
Priorities (seder ) Prelfer.(ma adif/ mann? (Hint: Look in
adifuyot) ma‘adifah) Shemot 16:23.)
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4 aliyot:
1) Bemidbar 1:1 to 1:19
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3 \ﬁ 4) 311 t0 3:13
5) 3:14 to 3:39
1WA ni7ky - Parashah Scavenger Hunt =~ =0 © <"
7) 4:1 to 4:20

The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the
matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading. The answers to
questions 8 and 9 are harder and can come from anywhere in the
parashah. The answer to question 10 is in this week’s haftarah.

haftarah: Shmuel Alef :}‘
20:18-42 (Mahar Hodesh) !
| N

Where did the
census happen? ; Which were the two largest
DWW (shevatim, tribes)?

Which tribes

camped on the Who receives

northern side? someone else’s role?
Which family was in charge
of the mishkan's bars, pillars, How many extra
sockets, and vessels? firstborns were there?

Which of the mishkan's 0123 (keilim,
vessels) was covered with a cloth the
color of TRAIX (argaman, purple)?

To subscribe to future issues
or for free downloads, visit:
' hadar.org/devash
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H'T 7@ N7T - One-Minute Debate

Debate: It would be more fun to be part of a
larger VAW (shevet, tribe). ;
_,.s&w

How to play:

+ Here are some arguments to get you started, but try to come
up with your own. Then debate someone!

+ For a true one-minute debate, give each side 30 seconds to
make its best case.

flgree! Disagree!

« It's like going to a big school. « A person can get lost in
At first it's intimidating, but it's a big crowd.
actually better than a small + A smaller shevet would
school because there's more be more cozy and
variety among the people. You intimate.

can find friends who share
your interests.

+ Shevet Levi was the
smallest of all, and
they enjoyed some
very special jobs and

privileges.
| theparashah |
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: practically impacts

our lives
277 - Halakhah ]‘;
St}

When do you become a Jewish grown-up? You probably think
it's at age 12 or 13, when you hit bat or bar mitzvah, right? But
if you paid attention to this week’s parashah, you might have
seen some other ages. As Moshe plans to count Benei Yisrael,
we hear over and over that he is supposed to count only those
who are above age 20! And then, later on, when counting the
Levi'im, Moshe is told to count only those over the age of 30!
That's a long time to wait to become an adult!

+ The biggest shevet of all was
Yehudah. Most of the Jewish
people end up coming from
them!

DEVASH | BEMIDBAR 5783



Actually, it took a while for the ages of 12 and 13 to become
the main age of adulthood in Judaism. Many earlier
sources talk about stepping up to do mitzvot as soon as
you are able. Here's one:

Tosefta Hagigah 1:2 A:X TA7M RNHoIN
A child..who knows how to shake something is ,22192 200 yaval yTiv..op
obligated in lulav. A child who knows how to wrap YYD 270 quYNTY YT

themselves up is obligated in tzitzit.

This sounds like age doesn't matter much—what matters is if we can
do the mitzvah. Still, the Shulhan Arukh says that we aren't totally
obligated until 12 or 13—this “obligation” at a younger age is for practice
to get us ready. (See Orah Hayyim 657:1.)

Similarly, it's mostly thought that the ages of 20 and 30 don't actually
represent adulthood; they were just special requirements for serving in
the army or in the mishkan (and later in history, the Beit Ha-Mikdash).
But in halakhah, those ages don't disappear entirely. The Shulhan
Arukh (Orah Hayyim 53:8) says that, unless you look older than your
age, you can't be hired as the main cantor in a shul until you are 20!
And the Rema (Orah Hayyim 581:1) reports that ideally, you shouldn’t
lead services on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur unless you are 30!

The bottom line is, you might be a little more grown up than you
realize, and you might also have a bit longer than you think until you
become a full grown-up!

Devash is a weekly parashah magazine that makes Torah learning sweet. By engaging directly with texts and
taking kids seriously as Jews, Devash helps children (ages 7+) and grown-ups discover the weekly Torah portion.
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This Shabbat we read a haftarah called W 70n (mahar hodesh), which
means “tomorrow is the new moon.” These words are in the first pasuk of
the haftarah. We read mahar hodesh when Rosh Hodesh falls on a Sunday.
(Like this month: Sunday, May 21, will be Rosh Hodesh Sivan.)

The story is about David before he becomes king. That job still belongs to
Shaul, but David is getting more popular. This makes Shaul very jealous. He
even tries to kill David.

Now the really dramatic detail is: David is best friends with Yehonatan, and
Yehonatan is Shaul’'s son!

In our haftarah, David and Yehonatan come up with a plan to protect David.
The next day, at his family’s Rosh Hodesh party, Yehonatan will watch how
his father reacts to David's absence. Then Yehonatan will use a code to
communicate that reaction to David. He'll shoot some arrows in a field
where David is hiding, and the words he says to his servant about those
arrows will tell David whether he's in danger or not.

Sure enough, Shaul gets really mad about David. Yehonatan runs away,
shoots his arrows in the field, and says the words that signal danger. David
hears this from his hiding place, and he knows he has to run away to save
himself. But he wants to say goodbye to his best friend first. He comes out
to speak with Yehonatan, they express their loyalty to each other, and then
separate in tears.

The haftarah shows the power of David and Yehonatan's friendship. Here's
how a mishnah summarizes it.

Pirkei Avot 5:16 TD:T NANK NODN MAWN
When love depends on something—if you take 273 YN RTW manx 5a
that thing away, the love goes away. But when ,—.[Jv}mjj .,—Dg}g ,—;‘719'3 n;ﬁ Sva
love isn't dependent on anything, that love will 75va MR A2Ta Mo
never end... ' ...0%1v5
What's an example of love that doesn’'t depend N2N i1 1272 TM9n mRY

on anything? The love of David and Yehonatan. J0AT T




Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers:

1. 7D 127N (Midbar Sinai, the wilderness of Sinai) 8. The K (nasi, chief) of the tribe of Gad was
(1:19) named Eliasaf ben Re'uel (2:14); Re'uel is one

2. Yehudah with a count of 74,600 and Dan in of the names of Moshe's father-in-law (more
second place with 62,700 (1:27, 1:39) commonly called Yitro).

3. Dan, Asher, and Naftali (2:25-29) 9. The family of Gershon has 7,500 (3:22), the family

4. The tribe of Levi receives the role that was of Kehat has 8,600 (3:28), and the family of Merari
originally for firstborns (3:12) has 6,200 (3:34). That adds up to 22,300. But the

5. Merari (3:36) Torah tells us (in 3:39) that the total Levi count

6. 273 more firstborns than Levi'im (3:46) was 22,000!

7. The mamn (mizbei'ah, altar) (4:13) 10. Only Yehonatan and David (Shmuel Alef 20:39)

What aspects of David and Yehonatan's
friendship stand out in our haftarah? Why is
their friendship a good example of unconditional
love?

Shaul tells Yehonatan that he's not acting in his
own self-interest. If David becomes king, then
Yehonatan won't! Why might Yehonatan have
been loyal to his friend anyhow?

In the haftarah, can you find examples of
how God's presence strengthened the bond
between these friends? (Hint: Check out
pesukim 23 and 42.)

How does it feel to love someone without
conditions, or to be loved without conditions?
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Counting comes up a lot in our parashah and it's a theme
in tefillah as well. Here's a pasuk about counting that is
part of Pesukei D'Zimra, the warmup section of Shaharit

(the morning prayer).

Tehillim 147:4

God counts the numbers of the stars,
Giving each one a name.

What do you notice? What do you wonder about?

Why might God count the stars?

T:Tnp 02N

012122 18R min
:N7? NinW 0727

What's the connection between counting and naming?

This isn't the only place in Tanakh where
counting the stars appears. God points out that
Avram (before he was called Avraham) cannot
count the stars, but that his descendants will
be as numerous as the stars (Bereishit 15:5).
When Benei Yisrael stand ready to enter Eretz
Yisrael, they are "as numerous as the stars in
the sky” (Devarim 1:10). In language that is similar
to the pasuk in Tehillim, the prophet Yeshayahu
describes God placing the stars in the sky,
counting them, and naming them (Yeshayahu

40:5).
£

How might counting the stars
represent God's power? How might
it represent God's attention to
detail? What else could it represent?

In last year's Devash for Bemidbar
we saw a midrash (quoted by Rashi)
that says that God counts Benei
Yisrael all the time because God
loves us. Next time you look up at
the stars, try thinking about God
counting them, and how that could
also be a signh of God's love. What
different feelings do you experience
when you look at a star-filled sky?



