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In This Week’s Parashah  •  ָמה ּבַָּפָרָׁשה

 The earth belongs to God. 
In the Land of Israel, you 
might buy land, but it is 
never fully your property. 
This idea is expressed in a 
few different mitzvot:

 shemittah, the) ׁשְִמּטָה 
year of release) happens 
every seven years. During a 
shemittah year, no one can 
work the land, and crops 
become public property. 
Anyone can come and eat.

 ,is the 50th year (yovel) יוֹבֵל 
when the rules of shemittah 
continue to apply as they do 
in the 49th year, plus all land 
gets returned to its original 
owners. A person who was 
having money trouble might 
have had to sell their home 
or farm. During yovel, they 
get it back. 

 And they don’t have to wait 
for yovel. Their relatives 
should help them buy 

back their land as soon as 
possible in a process called 
 .(geulah, redemption) גְּאוּלָּה
The person who bought or 
seized their land must be 
prepared to sell it back for a 
fair price.

 There is a mitzvah not to 
overcharge for a sale. If 
someone is in debt to you, 
treat them with compassion. 
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Among our ancestors, the seventh is extra 
beloved: Avraham, Yitzhak, Yaakov, Levi, Kehat, 
Amram, and then Moshe. And it is written 
(Shemot 19:3): "Moshe ascended to God." 

בָָּאבוֹת ׁשְבִיעִי ָחבִיב: ַאבְָרָהם, יִצְָחק, וְיַעֲקֹב, 
לֵוִי, ְקָהת, עְַמָרם, מׁשֶה. וּכְִתיב )שמות יט, ג(: 

"וּמׁשֶה עָלָה ֶאל ָהֱאלִֹקים." 

 happens (shemittah, the year of release) ׁשְִמּטָה
every seven years, and יוֹבֵל (yovel) happens 
every seven shemittah cycles. Here’s a midrash 
that explores the importance of the number 
seven (Vayikra Rabbah 29:11):

Among the generations, the seventh is beloved: 
Adam, Shet, Enosh, Keinan, Mahalalel, Yered, and 
then Hanokh. And it is written (Bereishit 5:25); 
"Hanokh walked with God."

Among the kings (of Israel), the seventh is beloved: 
Shaul, Ish-boshet, David, Shlomo, Rehavam, Aviyah, 
and then Asa. And it is written (Divrei Ha-Yamim 
Bet 14:10): "Asa called out to God."

ְבִיעִין ֲחבִיבִין לְעוֹלָם… כָּל ַהּשׁ

All sevens are extra beloved…

 בַּדּוֹרוֹת ׁשְבִיעִי ָחבִיב: ָאָדם, ׁשֵת, ֱאנוֹׁש, ֵקינָן, 
ַמַהלַּלְֵאל, יֶֶרד, ֲחנוֹךְ. וּכְִתיב )בראשית ה כד(: 

"וַיְִּתַהלֵּךְ ֲחנוֹךְ ֶאת ָהֱאלִֹקים." 

וִד,  ָּ ְבִיעִי ָחבִיב: ׁשָאוּל, ִאיׁש בּׁשֶת, ד בַּּמְלָכִים ַהּשׁ
ׁשְלֹמֹה, ְרַחבְעָם, ֲאבִיָה, ָאָסא. וּכְִתיב )דברי 

הימים ב יד, י(: "וַיְִּקָרא ָאָסא ֶאל ה'." 

   Midrash  •  ִמְדָרׁש

Midrashim are ideas or stories that 
explain the Torah. They often come 
from listening very carefully to what 
the Torah says and how it says it. 
Here, we will look for what clues this 
midrash sees in the Torah's words, 
and try to understand its messages.



Among years, the seventh is beloved, as it says 
(Shemot 23.11): "But in the seventh (year), you 
shall let the land rest and leave it alone."

Among shemittah cycles, the 
seventh is beloved, as it says 
(Vayikra 25:10): "And you shall 
make the fiftieth year holy." 

Among days, the seventh is beloved, as 
it says (Bereishit 2:3): "And God blessed 
the seventh day."

Did you know that the Gemara (Megillah 14a) says there were seven נְבִיאוֹת (neviot, 
prophets who were women) in Tanakh? Here’s who they were.

ָנִים ׁשְבִיעִי ָחבִיב, ׁשֶנֱֶּאַמר )שמות כג, יא(:  בַּּשׁ
ְבִיעִית ּתִׁשְְמֶטנָּה וּנְַטׁשְּתָּה.” “וְַהּשׁ

ְִמּטִין ׁשְבִיעִי ָחבִיב, ׁשֶנֱֶּאַמר  בַּּשׁ
ׁשְּתֶם ֵאת ׁשְנַת  ַּ )ויקרא כה, י(: "וְִקד

ִים." ַהֲחִמּשׁ

בַּיִָּמים ׁשְבִיעִי ָחבִיב, ׁשֶנֱֶּאַמר )בראשית ב, ג(: 
ְבִיעִי." "וַיְבֶָרךְ ֱאלִֹקים ֶאת יוֹם ַהּשׁ

 In addition to being on a cycle of seven, what do shemittah, yovel, and 
Shabbat have in common?

 What was the common denominator between all the people who are the 
seventh in their lists? What does that teach us about what might be special 
about shemittah, yovel, and Shabbat?

 Can you think of any other special sevens in the Torah? 
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Ibn Ezra 
(Spain, 900 years ago)

Our ּפְַרׁשָנִים (parshanim, commentators) notice that there is a 
double warning about not wronging one another: ַּאל־ּתוֹנו (al tonu) 
at the beginning, and ּוְלֹא תוֹנו (ve-lo tonu) at the end. They wonder: 
why does this warning appear twice?

רש"י

ַאל ּתוֹנוּ – זוֹ אוֹנַָאת ָממוֹן.

ְּבִָרים. וְלֹא תוֹנוּ ִאיׁש ֶאת עֲִמיתוֹ – כָּאן ִהזְִהיר עַל אוֹנַָאת ד

אבן עזרא

וְַטעַם וְלֹא תוֹנוּ ִאיׁש ֶאת עֲִמיתוֹ – ַאזְָהָרה לַּמוֹכֵר, 
כִּי ָהִראׁשוֹן לַקּוֹנֶה.

Rashi

The first warning is about harming someone financially.  
The second warning is about harming someone with words.

Ibn Ezra

The second warning is directed to a seller. 
The first warning is directed to a buyer.

ויקרא כה:יד-יז

וְכִי־ִתְמכְּרוּ ִמְמכָּר לַעֲִמיֶתךָ אוֹ ָקנֹה 
ּ ִאיׁש ֶאת־ָאִחיו: ִמיַּד עֲִמיֶתךָ ַאל־ּתוֹנו

ְרבֶּה ִמְקנָתוֹ וּלְפִי  ָנִים ּתַ …לְפִי רֹב ַהׁשּ
ָנִים ּתְַמעִיט ִמְקנָתוֹ כִּי ִמְסּפַר  ְמעֹט ַהׁשּ

ּתְבוּאֹת הוּא מֹכֵר לָךְ:

ּ ִאיׁש ֶאת־ֲעִמיתוֹ וְיֵָראָת  וְלֹא תוֹנו
ֵמֱאלֶֹקיךָ כִּי ֲאנִי ה' ֱאלֵֹקיכֶם:

Vayikra 25:14-17 

When you sell property to your neighbor or buy 
from your neighbor, do not wrong one another.

…the more years (remaining before yovel), the 
higher the price; the fewer years, the lower 
the price. What is being sold is the number of 
harvests.

Do not wrong one another, but fear your Lord; 
for I God am your Lord. 

 Commentary  •  ַּפְרָׁשנּות
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 Think about Rashi: how are ona’at 
mamon and ona’at devarim similar to 
one another? How do they differ?

 Think about Ibn Ezra: how can a seller 
take advantage of a buyer? How can 
a buyer take advantage of a seller? Is 
one of these scenarios more likely?

Both commentators think the repetition 
means that the Torah is talking about 
two different kinds of harm, but 
they break it down differently. Rashi 
sees our pesukim as referring to two 
completely different categories of 
 .(ona’ah, harming someone) אוֹנָָאה
Harming someone in business is called 
 But you’re .(ona’at mamon) אוֹנַָאת ָממוֹן
also not allowed to harm someone 
emotionally, like with words. This is 
called ְּבִָרים  .(ona’at devarim) אוֹנַָאת ד

Ona’at devarim includes teasing people 
or calling them names. It also includes 
any kind of making someone feel 
bad, for example by excluding them, 
by embarrassing them, or by raising 
their hopes and then disappointing 
them–even if you do it without any 
words at all! The Talmud discusses 
ona’at devarim for pages and pages 
and warns us to be extremely cautious 
about other people's feelings.

 (shemittah, the year of release) ׁשְִמּטָה is the fiftieth year, when the rules of (yovel) יוֹבֵל
continue to apply as they do in the 49th year, plus all land gets returned to its original 
owners. What does the word “yovel” mean?

?What’s Going On Here  •  ָמה זֶה

 Rashi says it’s a reference to the shofar 
blast that announces the start of the year. 
The same word comes up as the sign that 
Benei Yisrael would be allowed to go up 
Mount Sinai after the Torah was given, and 
Rashi there also says that this sign, the 
"yovel," is a shofar blast.

 The Haketav Ve-Ha-Kabbalah says it’s 
connected to the word בְּלִילָה (belilah, 
to mix up), and it refers to the way the 

extreme differences between people 
who have a lot, and people who don’t 
have much, all get mixed up when land 
is returned to people. 

 The Ha’amek Davar says it’s from 
 referring ,(hovalah, movement) הוֹבָלָה
to how people would move from their 
places of work to their homes because 
they couldn’t do farming work. 
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 One-Minute Debate  •  ַּדָּקה ֶׁשל ִּדּיּוןּ

How to play:
Here is a topic for debate along with some suggested arguments, 
but feel free to come up with your own.

�	 Assign people to the “true” or “false” sides. 

�	 Each side gets 30 seconds to make their case. 

�	 At the end, the group votes on a winner. 

False!
  When the land was sold in the first place, 
everyone knew it would be returned after a 
certain amount of time. So people understood 
that it was more of a rental than a sale, and the 
price reflected that.

  Yovel ensures that no family accumulates all the 
land for too long. It gives everyone a chance to 
stay on equal footing.

  The land is actually God’s. Yovel reminds us that 
we never really own what we think is ours. 

Debate: letting go of all land in the yovel year is unfair. 

True!
  It’s my land, and I bought it! 
Why should I give it away?!

  Imagine you bought a 
house and renovated it, or 
bought a field and planted 
trees or flowers there. 
When yovel came around, 
it would be really sad to 
say goodbye to something 
you invested in.

Vayikra 25:10

And you shall make the fiftieth year holy. You 
shall proclaim liberty throughout the land, for 
all its inhabitants. It shall be a yovel: each of 
you shall return to your holding and each of you 
shall return to your family. 

ויקרא כה:י 

ִים  ׁשְּתֶם ֵאת ׁשְנַת ַהֲחִמׁשּ ַּ וְִקד
רוֹר בָָּאֶרץ  ְּ ׁשָנָה וְּקָראֶתם ד

לְכָל יֹׁשְבֶיָה יוֹבֵל ִהוא ּתְִהיֶה 
לָכֶם וְׁשַבְּתֶם ִאיׁש ֶאל ֲאֻחזָּתוֹ 

וְִאיׁש ֶאל ִמׁשְּפְַחּתוֹ ּתָׁשֻבוּ: 

A Moment of Hebrew  •  ֶרגַע ֶׁשל ִעבְִרית
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Find the Word! 
There is a twin brother who grabbed hold of his 
brother’s heel as they were being born. Can you 
find the word that shows that he grasped the 
heel? It shares our ׁשֶֹרׁש (shoresh, root)! (Hint: 
check out Bereishit 25:26.)

ֲאִחיזַת עֵינַיִם = 
Sleight of hand, trickery  
(ahizat einayim)

ֲאֻחזָּה = 
1. Property 
2. Estate 
3. Mansion 
(ahuzah)

וֹר בְַּקְרנָיו =  ָאַחז ֶאת ַהּשׁ
To take the bull by the horns, 
to act in a decisive way  
(ahaz et ha-shor bekarnav)

ָאחוּז = 
Percent  
(ahuz)

לֱֶאחֹז )ׁשֶֹרׁש א.ח.ז(

 To hold, to grasp
(le-ehoz)
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Heter Mekhirah: Just like many of us sell our hametz before Pesah to someone who isn’t Jewish, some fields in Israel are sold to a non-Jewish person for shemittah. Once a non-Jew owns the land, whatever grows there can be bought and sold.

seventh year). This means they are only 
for eating, and should not be wasted. Also, 
we’re not supposed to buy or sell anything 
that has kedushat shevi’it (Mishnah Shevi’it 
8:3, Yerushalmi Shevi’it 4:7).

This raises a lot of practical questions. 
What are people in Israel eating? What 
are farmers doing? Are the grocery stores 
open? 

It’s complicated, and there are different 
approaches to modern-day shemittah. 
Here are a few:

Did you know that right now, in Israel, it’s 
 ,Yup ?(shemittah, the year of release) ׁשְִמּטָה
the seventh year in the cycle is 5782, which 
began this past Rosh Hashanah. 

We know from our parashah that people 
aren’t allowed to plant, prune, and harvest 
during the shemittah year (Vayikra 25:5). 
In Mishnah Shevi’it, almost all other farm 
work is forbidden, too, including tasks like 
removing stones or fertilizing soil.

Fruits and vegetables that grow during 
shemittah are considered to have ַת  ְקֻדׁשּ
 kedushat shevi’it, holiness of the) ׁשְבִיעִית

Halakhah  •  ֲהלָכָה

learn one way the parashah 

 practically impacts our lives 

Otzar Beit Din: Sometimes a ין ִּ .pays farmers to bring produce to people. When you buy this produce, you’re paying the beit din for the cost of paying the farmer for the labor of bringing it to you—but not for the produce itself. This produce still has kedushat shevi’it, so it shouldn’t be wasted (beit din, rabbinic court) בֵּית ד

Produce not connected to the ground: Since the 

Torah specifically forbids crops that grow in a field, 

some halakhic authorities believe that hydroponics 

can be a good solution (R. Yehiel Mikhel Tucazinsky 

in Sefer Ha-Shemittah, vol 2)! This is a growing 

method that involves water instead of soil. 

Heter Mekhirah Otzar 
Beit Din

hydroponics

Because of these approaches, 
if you are in a grocery store in 
Israel this year, it doesn’t feel 
that different from every other 
year. But it’s still good to check 
whatever fruits and vegetables you 
are buying to find out if they are 
shemittah-friendly and whether 
they have kedushat shevi’it.  

Send us your thoughts or questions from learning the parashah. We’ll write back to you, and some will get published in future issues of Devash!
Write to us at devash@hadar.org



9
Copyright (c) 2022 by Hadar | Devash: Behar 2022 by Hadar is licensed under a Creative Commons.  
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.

Parashah Scavenger Hunt  •  ְׁשֵאלֹות ַהָּׁשבּוַע

Look for  

the answers 

 on page 12!

*

The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the 
matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading. The answers 
to the last three are harder and can come from anywhere in 
the parashah.

The land must rest 
one year out of 
every how many?

Does the price of a field go 
up, go down, or stay the 
same the closer you get to 
the next יוֹבֵל (yovel)?

How does the Torah say people 
will survive without planting and 
harvesting for a whole year?

There are two words in this aliyah 
that, together, form a palindrome 
(they read the same backwards 
and forwards). What are they?

What are you forbidden from 
doing when loaning money to a 
fellow Jew or someone who lives 
in your land?

According to our parashah, if a 
fellow Jew is sold to you to pay 
off a debt, when do they go free?

Why does the Torah say 
that Benei Yisrael cannot be 
allowed to be slaves to other 
people?

How many times do 
words with the root 
 (to redeem) ג.א.ל.
appear in our parashah?

What do you do 
on Yom Kippur of 
a yovel?

How many cycles of ׁשְִמּטָה 
(shemittah, year of release) 
have to pass before getting to 
the yovel?

1

3

2

4

5

7
8

9

10

6

Good luck!

aliyot:
1) Vayikra 25:1 to 25:12 

2) 25:13 to 25:18

3) 25:19 to 25:24

4) 25:25 to 25:28

5) 25:29 to 25:38

6) 25:39 to 25:46

7) 25:47 to 26:2



PARASHAT BEHAR 5782

FOR
SALE

When learning to read Torah, all you need to do is memorize the notes and the 
vowels, right? Well, not always. Sometimes you have to change the letters themselves! 

There are words in the Torah that we don’t pronounce as they are written. In these 
places there is a ְקִרי (keri, spoken form) and a כְִּתיב (ketiv, written form).

One of these is in our parashah. The Torah talks about how if a person sells a house 
in a walled city, they have the right to purchase it back from the buyer for one full 
year. But if that year ends, and they didn’t buy it back, then it belongs to the buyer 
forever, for as long as they want to keep it. Here’s what you might find if you look 
closely at a printing of the Torah reading that talks about this kind of house:

Something funny is going on here. The word לא (lo) means “no.” That word appears 
without vowels on it, showing that it isn’t meant to be read; it is the ketiv. But the next 
word, ֹלו (lo), which here means “has,” does have vowels, showing that it is the keri. 

What’s the difference? The ketiv seems to mean “a house in a city that doesn’t have a 
wall”; the keri means “a house in a city that has a wall”—the exact opposite! What’s cool is 
that these two very different words aren’t even pronounced differently. It’s all about what 
you are thinking as you are reading.

Why write it one way and say it another? Rabbi Elazar son of Rabbi Yose (in Sifra Behar, 
section 4) says it is meant to teach that even if the city no longer has a wall, but it did 
when the house was sold, the one year rule still applies. So you could have a house in a 
city that sort of has and sort of doesn’t have a wall!

If all of this sounds strange, you should remember that the most common keri/ketiv split 
in the Torah is God’s name itself. We can’t even write it out here fully because it is so holy, 
but when the four-letter name of God appears in the Torah with the letters yod-heh-vav-
heh, we don’t pronounce those letters, but rather say “Adonai” if we are reading it in shul, 
reading a whole pasuk, or saying a prayer (otherwise, we don’t even say that, and we say 
“Hashem” or something else instead). So there are a huge number of cases of keri and 
ketiv all over the Torah!

ויקרא כה:ל

ה ר־לא ֣לֹו ֹחָמ֗ יר ֲאׁשֶ ִע֜ ר־ּבָ ִית ֲאׁשֶ ַהּבַ֨

Torah Reading  •  ְקִריַאת ַהּתֹוָרה

keri

ketiv
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FOR
SALE

Yirmiyahu was a prophet who predicted the destruction of בַּיִת ִראׁשוֹן (Bayit Rishon, the 
First Temple) by the Babylonians, and lived to see it happen. As King Nebuchednezzar was 
attacking Yerushalayim, Yirmiyahu was put in jail by the king of Yehudah. (Telling people 
that their city and Temple would be destroyed didn’t make Yirmiyahu very popular!)

And yet, while disaster was about to strike, Yirmiyahu did something surprising. We read 
about it in this week’s Haftarah. God told Yirmiyahu to purchase some land from his 
relatives, following the principle of גְּאוּלָּה (geulah, land redemption) in Parashat Behar!

Yirmiyahu said to God, “But You told me that the kingdom of Yehudah would be taken by 
the Babylonians! What am I going to do with this land You want me to buy?” 

God went on to promise that, after the destruction by the Babylonians, Benei Yisrael 
would return to their land and would be looked after forever. God taught Yirmiyahu that 
we can never know what the future will look like. Things might seem bad, but everything 
might be wonderful tomorrow!

Haftarah  •  ַהְפָטָרה
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Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers: 
 1. Seven (25:4)
 2. It goes down; the price is based on how many 

harvests are left before the next yovel (25:15-16)
 3. During the sixth year, God will make sure there is 

a huge crop that can last for three years (25:20-
21)

י .4  ֵּ  and the next—(his hand is sufficient, 25:28) יָדוֹ ד
letter in the adjacent words in either direction is  
a ה!

 5. Charge them interest on the loan (25:36-37)
 6. At the yovel (25:40)
 7. Because we are already slaves to God! (25:55)
 8. Seven (25:8-10)
 9. Blow the shofar (25:9)
10. Nineteen! Can you find them all?

!Tell Me More About This  •  ּבֹואּו נְַדּבֵר עַל זֶה 

In your class at school, do kids have their 
own sets of markers? If someone is nice 
to you, you’re probably happy to share 
your markers with them. (But maybe not 
your lucky eraser!) ׁשְִמּטָה (shemittah, 
the year of release) is a good time to 
experiment with personal and communal 
property. 

For example, everyone in your class could 
release ownership of their markers, glue 
sticks, scissors, etc. Together, you could 
create a communal supply closet.  
Anyone can use what they need.

Or try this with food. Does everyone bring 
their own snack or lunch each day? What 
would happen if, instead, each person 
took a turn providing snacks or lunches for 
everyone else?

Imagine if these experiments lasted for a 
whole year. What problems do you think 
might arise? What positive outcomes could 
happen for your class or community? 

Devash is a weekly parashah magazine that makes Torah 
learning sweet. By engaging directly with texts and taking 
kids seriously as Jews, Devash helps children (ages 7+) and 
grown-ups discover the weekly Torah portion. 

To subscribe to future issues or for free downloads, visit: hadar.org/devash

For support teaching this and other texts in 
your school, check out PoP! hadar.org/pop  

This publication 

contains words of 

Torah, so please treat 

it with appropriate 

reverence


