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In This Week’s Parashah

+ The donkey swerves off the r« o worship Baal
squishes into a wall, and finally sto e g0 ds a plague.

What have I done to vou that

you have hit me three
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Midrash

Bemidbar 23:9 D:12727Tna

As | see them from the boulders, JARIN O™MY WRIN-1
gaze on them from the heights... LMWK Nivaang

What are these "boulders”
and "heights” Bil'am is
referring to?

Midrash Tanhuma 2" %2 Xmiman waTn

"As | see them from the boulders"—these are .NIANT A5R—"1IKIX 0™MY WRn 2”7

our avot (fathers: Avraham, Yitzhak, Yaakov).
NIRRT 19K —"1279WK nivaani”

"Gaze on them from the heights"—these are our
imahot (mothers: Sarah, Rivkah, Rahel, Leah).




Rashi quotes this midrash and explains it a little more. He says that Bil'am is
commenting on Benei Yisrael's firm and established foundation—the family
and history that came before them. Benei Yisrael stand tall and strong, like
rocks, because they have the strength of their avot and imahot.

Can you think of people who came before you, in your family or
in your community, who give you the foundation to stand tall and

strong?

Words in poems can often mean many different things all at
once. Why do you think this midrash says that the "boulders”
and "heights” are actually a description of Benei Yisrael and
their ancestors? Could these words also be about something
else?
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Bemidbar 22:20-22 23-3:213727Tha
That night God came to Bil'am and said to him, 5 NRM n:;:»[; DSTI?:.I"?}._{ Dvl?'lyt(: Nan
"If these people have come to invite you, DRR "|'7 D17 D"WIRT AN 2 N"]pf?‘m_{
you may go with them. But whatever | iR 79K 12TIR WK 12TTNR N
command you, you must do.” :Tpyn
Bil'am woke in the morning, saddled his donkey, 1INX"NK w2 a3 D}jf?;l opn
and departed with the leaders of Moav. :ANIN Moy 21
God got angry because he was going... LN q_'?'],—[-vg n-,l—_j'yx OR-=0M

Compare the bolded words at the top of the passage
and at the bottom. You might wonder: If God just
gave Bil'am permission to go, why is God already
angry that he went?



Rashi, quoting a midrash, says that Bil'am’s actions in the morning
revealed his true intentions:

Rashi (France, 1,000 years ago) "wn
“Saddled his donkey"—hatred makes people act in RN - "IN NX wanm”
unnatural ways. Bil'am wouldn’t have normally done this NN N%p%pn IRIPaw
job for himself (because he would have had a servant NI WAOW T v
do it, so we know he was acting from extreme hatred)... ..inyya

"With the leaders of Moav"—his heart equal to
their hearts.

- "aNin Miy-oy”
4TI 02?3 127

Or Ha-Hayyim (Morocco, 300 years ago) DM T MR
"Because he was going”"—the pasuk emphasizes "he” 777 - "N 729"
to tell us that the reason God was angry was that nyv ni% “Nan” nis
in the morning Bil'am didn’t make clear to Balak's NN ROW ia TR oy
messengers that God had given him permission to N1 Ty p?; ﬁ‘]jgf? 17322
go. (He acted like he was going by his own choice.) .N29% mw 1%

OR Ha-Hayyim w

What is the textual evidence for each of these D"w1a
(parshanim, commentators)?

As you read the parashah, how do you
understand Bil'am? Can you think of three or
four characteristics to describe Qi@m? Be sure to
back up y i
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How are we supposed to treat animals?

In our parashah, Bil'am'’s donkey doesn't get treated very well. When it tries to avoid
the angel, Bil'am hits the donkey over and over. The donkey defends itself, and tells
Bil'am that the beatings aren't fair. Then the angel appears to Bil'am, and criticizes
Bil'am for mistreating his donkey (Bemidbar 22:32).

There are other places in the Torah where we can also see concern for treating
animals properly. For example, in Parashat Mishpatim, the Torah says that if you see
an animal struggling under a heavy load, you cannot ignore it. You need to step in and
help it, even if the animal belongs to your enemy (this will come up again in Ki Teitzei).

In the Gemara (Bava Metzia 32b), the obligation to prevent animals from suffering
is based on a concern called 0™ ",'?!{3 qYY (tza'ar ba'alei hayyim, the suffering
of living things). Rambam explains that tza'ar ba'alei hayyim is behind a number of
halakhot regarding kashrut. For example, the rules for how to slaughter animals are
desighed to minimize their pain.

Rambam also explains that the principle of tza'ar ba'alei hayyim is the reason the
Torah doesn't allow us to slaughter an animal and its child on the same day (Vayikra
22:28). This is like the rule that you can't take eggs from a nest while the mother bird
is present (Devarim 22:6). In these cases, Rambam says, if an animal parent sees its
child being killed, it suffers tremendously. Rambam even says this emotional pain is no
different than the pain that a human being would experience (Moreh Nevukhim 3:48)!

The Rema says that if you have to cause pain to an animal for human health (like
maybe to make a medicine), then that is allowed. Still, we should never act with
cruelty towards any of God's creatures (Even Ha-Ezer 5:14).




KOl K77W - Join the Conversation!

Thank you for this great
question, Maya!

what would 1

why do we nee ,
at a specific iM<"

appen if Hanukkah were

d pesah were in fall?
lidays t© pe Pesah always has to be
d these O when it's spring in Israel (and
the rest of the Northern
hemisphere). This is
because the Torah (Devarim
16:1) specifies that Pesah is
in 272N W (hodesh ha-
aviv, the spring month).

sincerely:

Maya, 6th grade, Ccalifornia

The whole Jewish calendar is constructed with the goal of keeping Pesah
in the spring. This makes all the other holidays fall into their places. It's a
good thing, too, because there are harvests associated with the other two
of the D’f?;\‘! W"?LU' (shalosh regalim, three main festivals when people used

to make a pilgrimage to Jerusalem). Shavuot is at the time of the wheat
harvest, and Sukkot is the end-of-season harvest.

Hanukkah is in a different category because it's not associated with

the seasons. It has a specific date: 25 Kislev. Once Pesah is fixed in the
spring, you can count on Kislev always being in the winter (in the Northern
hemisphere). So, at the darkest time of the year, we light up the nights!

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO O OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO

N1Uu 79 ud1 -  Moment of Hebrew

Bemidbar 22:25

i12:12 12TNAa
The donkey, seeing the angel of God, pressed i qr_z'?@-mg TINRT XM
herself against the wall and squeezed Bil'am’s 927" NX yaym 1piaOR YU’?HI
foot against the wall; so he beat her again. :FNATY UM RTTYN DY A

C (¥.1.% vaw) yno?

+ To press or put pressure
(lilhotz)




H'T 79 N7 T - One-Minute Debate

How to play:

Here is a topic for debate along with some suggested arguments,
but feel free to come up with your own.

+ Assign people to the "Agree” or "Disagree” sides.
+ Each side gets 30 seconds to make their case.

+ At the end, the group votes on a winner.

Debate: If my donkey talked, | would not have been able to
talk back to it.

tlgree! Disagree!

+ Um... If your donkey is talking + Atalking donkey?! If God
to you, either you need to take makes a miracle like that,
it to the vet, or you need to go you better say something.
to the doctor and get yourself + I've seen parrots speak,
checked out. why couldn’t donkeys?
DO OO OGO OO OO OO OO OO OO GO OO OO OO OO OO OGO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO
Find the Word!

= nNHY In Parashat Mishpatim, a word
'I=' YU‘%{ '—'17 q ganT dshake from this W1 (shoresh, root)
o get stresse : .
(ehilaheits) (lehitzat yad) is used |r1 the Conte>.<t of not
oppressing or applying pressure
to a 13 (ger, stranger). Can you find
? ( ! it? (Hint: Check out Shemot 23:9.)

=R Y2
Air pressure
-~ (lahatz avir)

. \9

) &
A ‘71\v‘ ﬁ/
3 lWhkid) B

= D7 Y02
Blood pressure
(lahatz dam)— —

y
.
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IH1Y Ni7KY - Parashah Scavenger Hunt

The answers to the first seven questions can be found in the
matching numbered aliyah in the Torah reading. The answers
to the last three are harder and can come from anywhere in

the parashah.

good w'di! a What town is

‘ Bil'am from?

On what condition

does God let Bil'am

| go to Balak?
What was the angel

‘ of God carrying?

What three Hebrew roots
are used in some way to

l
6 What is the name of the mean “curse”?
second place where Balak

tries to curse the people? [

What famous line from
‘ the Siddur is in this aliyah?

What two nations other than

Benei Yisrael does Bil'am see
and address before leaving?

. PARASHAT BALAK 5782



K1i7R1 'NUL - Torah Trop

Zakeif Katon ]'I:DQ aird)

Zakeif Katon is the fourth most common note in the whole Torah; it usually appears
one or more times in each and every verse. It looks like a colon, and the sound

it makes is a higher note dropping down to a lower note. The word zakeif means
standing up,” and katon means “small"—this note looks like it is standing up and it is
musically not that big a deal. (We will meet the zakeif gadol, the big zakeif, next week!)

The zakeif katon almost always follows a munah or a pashta, closing out a longer
phrase or idea that they started. And though it can be followed by all kinds of
other notes, a lot of times it leads back into itself. Here, a mahpakh-pashta-katon is
followed by a pashta-munah-katon:

K \ 37:13 72702

293 "70"5K NN T3 OY53 OpY)

Bemidbar 22:13

Bil'am woke in the morning and said
to Balak's messengers

all by itself, with nothing introducing it. One of

Every now and then, the zakeif katon appears )
those is in our parashah:

19:121727Tha

DINKD

Bemidbar 22:37

Am | really

Having learned zakeif katon, you will now
recognize almost every note in the Torah.
(We have only a few more to go.) Great job!



1T 70 1374 IXi1 - Tell Me More About This!

How was Bil'am's donkey able to talk? The Torah tells us that this was

a miracle (Bemidbar 22:28), but the Mishnah (Avot 5:6) takes this a step
further and says that the donkey’s miraculous talking mouth was one of
the things God had planned since the last day of creation:

Ten things were created at twilight on Naw 17ya Ik 0MAT Ty
Friday, just before Shabbat, in the week 9K, NIWRWT 1A

the world was created: :

@)\ G|
the mouth of the earth

@ WA

e\ the mouth of the well

TINRiT "9

Ny

the rainbow

1R
the mann (miraculous
food from heaven)

, N

the staff
Y TRy
the shamir worm

PARASHAT BALAK 5782
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letters

qgﬁ&%
JDDTJ“I'I
writing

DD D AR W7

Some say:

nimbm
tablets (the luhot)

R0 Ox

the demons wn bw in71a

Moshe's burial spot

AR DTN Y 1'77?!1

Avraham’s ram

DD IR

Some sav:

WY N2Y3 N3Y X

and also tongs, made with tongs

+ Why were these specific things so important that the Mishnah
says they were part of the creation story?

+ What does it say about these things that they were the last to be
created, just before the first Shabbat?

Copyright (c) 2022 by Hadar | Devash: Balak 2022 by Hadar is licensed under a Creative Commons.
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.



Parashah Scavenger Hunt Answers:

1.

The town of Petor. The Torah says rﬁjng (Petorah),
but remember, the i1 (heh) at the end of a place just
means “to,” as in, “in the direction of Petor” (22:5).

. As long as Bil'am will only say whatever God tells him

to say (22:20)

. A sword (22:31)

4. The roots 11X in "9~ IR 127 (“come curse for me”),

1.2.p in 9-X iTap N2 apR i1 (“how can | curse whom
God has not cursed”), and D.V.Tin ‘i1 Y1 NS OVIR i1l
(another way to say "how can | curse whom God has
not cursed") (23:7-8)

. Sedei Tzofim (23:14)
. 9N Pmawn Apy? 2R 1207 (mah-tovu

ohalekha Yaakov, mishkenotekha Yisrael; how fair are
your tents, Yaakov, your dwellings, Yisrael) (24:5)

7. Amalek and the Keini (24:20-22)
8. Eleven! 1inY (tzippor, bird), 11w (shor, ox), TINX (aton,

donkey), 772 (bakar, ox), [NX (tzon, sheep), 19 (par,
cow), 27X (ayil, ram), DR (re'em, ox), WM (nahash, in
our parashah it means "magic,” but it's the same word
for “snake”), N“:i? (lavi, lion), "X (ari, another word for
lion)

. 072271 WHW (shalosh regalim, in our parashah it means

“three times,” but in other places it seems to also refer
to the holidays when you would walk with your feet to
celebrate at the Beit Ha-Mikdash!) (22:28)

. N2 (vayavo, God came) (22:9, 20) and p™1 (vayikar,

God encountered) (23:4, 16). Neither of these terms
is ever used to describe God's communication with
Moshe!
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For support teaching this and other texts in
your school, check out PoP! hadar.ora/pop




