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The Great, Mighty, and Awesome God isn't
What God Used to be
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And Rav Mattana said: “The great, the mighty, and the
awesome God” (Nehemiah 9:32).

This interpretation that Rav Mattana said leans to the
exposition of Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi. As Rabbi
Yehoshua ben Levi said: Why are the Sages of those
generations called the members of the Great
Assembly? It is because they returned the crown to its
former glory.

Moses came and said: “The great, the mighty, and the
awesome God” (Deuteronomy 10:17).

Jeremiah came and said: Gentiles are carousing in His
sanctuary; where is His awesomeness? He did not say
awesome in his prayer: “The great God, the mighty
Lord of Hosts, is His name” (Jeremiah 32:18).

Daniel came and said: Gentiles are enslaving His
children; where is His might? Therefore he did not say
mighty in his prayer: “The great and awesome God”
(Daniel 9:4).

The members of the Great Assembly came and said:
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On the contrary, this is the might of His might that He
conquers His inclination in that He exercises patience
toward the wicked.

And these acts also express His awesomeness: Were it
not for the awesomeness of the Holy One, Blessed be
He, how could one people survive among the nations?

And the Rabbis [Jeremiah and Daniel], how could they
do this and uproot an ordinance instituted by Moses?

Rabbi Elazar said: Because they knew of the Holy One
Blessed be He, that He is truthful. Consequently, they
did not speak falsely about Him.
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