The Bat Kol:
The Angel or The Devil
on Your Shoulder

Rabbi Sari R. Laufer
Congregation Rodeph Sholom,

Congregatlon
Rodey Sh | om







Our Sages taught: When the last prophets | DY)19NND DYNY2) INNWN : P29 NN
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Divine Spirit departed from Israel. Despite LR BRE 5y aN) ,bNh]\.U’D VPN
that, they were able to avail themselves of 71‘17 N23 PYRNYH

the bat kol. ' '

---Sanhedrin 11a
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Rabbi Abba bar Shmuel said: For three years,[ 0w W5V : ININY 9N RN 737 10N
there was a debate between Beit Shammai and 951,550 7193 INNDY 102 Y99M)

Beit Hillel. One school said: The halacha is as we ! l

say, and the other school said: The halacha is as ©IMNIZIM NN NN D IN
we say. A bat kol came out and said: These and |: NAN) 7]]’3 NI NN NMND 125N
these are the words of the Living God, but the | 12577Y ,}1 DN DN 27T 19N 19N
halacha is according to Beit Hillel. 927 19N 1INV TNND I 995 S
Since, however, ‘These and these are the words 297 P2 131 71D 190 01N DNIN

of the Living God,” why does Beit Hillel merit|)?NMY 2910 - 1NN naon )HJP'?
having the halacha fixed in agreement with their | 11°2 992°7) }11>72T PNV, 1PN PION

rulings? Because they were kindly and modest, 2T PRYTPNY NIN TV N9Y OINDY
and they studied their own rulings and those of N 5 5

Beit Shammai. And not only that, but they AT ONDY 102
mentioned Beit Shammai's words even before
their own.

--Eruvin 13b

TB Yevamot 14a understands the debate between the schools that lasted three yearsnotasa
debate over specific concrete issues, but over a procedural principle: how disputes shall be settled--
by a majority of voices of scholars (Hillel’s view being the majority overall) or by greater wisdom
(Shammai’s view since Shammai is considered sharper intellectually like Eliezer). The Bat Kol
reassures us that both Hillel (even if less brilliant) and Shammai (even though their opinion is
rejected by the Bat Kol) are still true to Gd’s Torah yet the principle for resolving disputes will now
be according to the majority of the scholars... Hillel's Bat Kol, even while deciding one way in a
human debate, legitimizes both sides as reflective of the Divine and commends the theoretical truth
of both sides, even while pragmatically deciding for one. The need for order does not require then a
monolithic understanding of truth. (Noam Zion)



It has been taught: On that day, Rabbi Eliezer
brought forward every imaginable argument,
but they did not accept them. He said to them: If
the halacha agrees with me, let this carob tree
prove it! Thereupon, the carob tree was
uprooted and moved 100 amot (some say 400
amot). ‘One cannot bring proof from a carob
tree,” they retorted! Again he said to them, “if
the halacha agrees with me, let the stream of
water prove it.” Indeed, the stream of water
flowed backwards. They said to him: ‘One
cannot bring proof from a stream of water.’
Again he said: ‘if the halacha agrees with me, let
the walls of the Beit Midrash prove it.’
Whereupon, the walls inclined to fall.

But Rabbi Joshua rebuked them, saying: If
students are engaged in a halakhic debate, why
should you interfere? They did not fall in honor
of Rabbi Joshua, and they did not stand upright
in honor of Rabbi Eliezer--they are still standing,
justinclined. Rabbi Eliezer returned by saying:
‘If the halacha agrees with me, let proof come
from the heavens.” A bat kol came forth and said:
‘Why do you dispute with Rabbi Eliezer, seeing
that in all matters the halacha agrees with
him?1?'

Rabbi Joshua stood and exclaimed
(Deuteronomy 30:12): Lo ba-shamayim hi--it is
notin the heavens! What did he mean by this??
Rabbi Jeremiah explained: The Torah had
already been given at Mt. Sinai, and so we do
need to pay heed to the bat kol, for it was
already written in the Torah at Mt. Sinai
(Exodus 23:2): After the majority one must
incline.

Rabbi Nathan met Elijah and asked him: What
did the Holy Blessed One do at that hour? The
Holy Blessed One laughed, and replied: My sons
have bested Me, My sons have bested Me.
-Talmud Bavli, Baba Metzia 59b
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The medieval commentators discuss at length why in the one case the Bat Kol is heeded but ignored

in the other. Some argue that a Bat Kol is onl

y ignored, as in the case of Rabbi Eliezer and the sages,

where it runs counter to a definite ruling of the Torah. In any event, the consensus in Jewish

thought is that no appeal to a heavenly voice can b

e made to decide matters of halakhah where

human reasoning on the meaning of the Torah rules is alone determinative. In non-legal matters,
however, a Bat Kol is to be heeded. (Rabbi Louis Jacobs)



And the city was ploughed up: 1t has been taught:
When Turnus Rufus the wicked destroyed the
Temple, Rabban Gamliel was condemned to
death. A general came out and stood in the Beit
Midrash, and said: The Nose-Man is wanted, the
Nose-Man is wanted. When Rabbi Gamliel heard
this he went and hid himself. The officer went to
him in secrecy, and said: If I save you, will you
bring me into the World to Come? He said: Yes.
The officer said: Will you swear it to me? He
took an oath. The officer threw himself off the
roof, fell and died. Now, there was a tradition
that if a decree was announced, and one of their
leaders died, the decree was annulled.

A bat kol came forth and said: This high officer is
invited to life in the World to Come.
-Ta’anit 29a

AINYI : XMIN YN DY)
1) 72711 NN YYD ©DINIONNIL
IMN N2 .12 INI9N) 139 DY NI
2¥2 190N, WATIN 1523 TH 0N
VPINNn 0VINN YYa ,Ypann ovinNn
AN NYY JIN INON) 127 yov
INTI7 IINLNYIND 7P 9N

- DRANT RNDI2YD OO 1NN 19 NIDISN
D7 YANWUN 19 0N - )N 199 0N
J12) 299) NAPNY 990 .Y yanwr
TN NI RN 9T 99T PPN

N2 NN ANININD OYVIN - PN
MN2 D NI IMIN : 1IN 9P
.N2N 09N

Rabbi Jeremiah--or some say Rabbi Hiyya bar
Aba--said: The Targum of the Torah was
composed by Onkelos (the convert), under the
guidance® of Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi Yehoshua.

The Targum of the Prophets was composed by
Yonatan ben Uzziel, under the guidance of
Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi, and the land of
Israel trembled over an area of 400 parsa by
400 parsa. A bat kol came forth and said: Who is
this that has revealed my secrets to humanity??
Yonatan ben Uzziel stood and said: It is | who
have revealed your secrets to humanity, and it is
known and revealed before you that I did not do
it for my own glory, and not for glory for my
father’s house--but rather, I did this for your
glory, that dissension not increase in Israel.

He further requested to reveal a targum of the
Writings. A bat kol came forth and said: Enough!
What is the reason?? Because the date of the
Messiah is within it.

--Sukkah 3a
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R. Shmuel bar Isaac said: When Resh Lakish
began [to teach about] Sotah, he said this: One
does not pair a woman with a man based on his
deeds, as it is written (Psalms 125:3): For the
sceptre of wickedness shall not rest upon the lot
of the righteous. Rabbah bar Bar Chana said, in
the name of R. Yochanan: It is as difficult to
make pairs as it is to split the Red Sea, as it is
written (Psalms 68:7): God sets the solitary in

families; God brings the prisoners into prosperity.

But it is not so? Rab Judah said to Rav: 40 days
before the creation of a child, a bat kol comes
forth and says: The daughter of A is for B, the
house of C is for D, the field of E is for F.

There is no difficulty. The latter is for a first
marriage, the former for a second.
--Sotah Za
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