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Avot de-Rabbi Nathan 6:2*

Be one who makes himself dirty at the dust of their feet.
How so? When a wise scholar comes to the city, do not
say “I have no need of him”; rather, go to him. And do
not sit with him on the bed or on the chair or on the
bench - rather, sit before him on the earth and every
word that leaves his mouth you should receive upon
yourself in awe and in fear and in trembling and in

agitation just as our ancestors received from Sinai in awe

and in fear and in trembling and in agitation.

What was the beginning of Rabbi Akivar

They say that he was forty years old and had not
learned a thing. One time, he was standing at the
mouth of the well and said: “who carved this rock?”.
They said to him: “the water that consistently falls on it

every day”. They said to him: “Akiva, did you not read

water wears away stones(Job 14:15)?”
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Immediately Rabbi Akiva ruled a &a/ veChomser: just as
the soft (water) sculpts the hard (stone) - words of
Torah, which are as hard as iron, will all the more so
carve my heart/mind, which is but flesh and blood!

Immediately he returned to learn Torah.

He and his son went and sat among the teachers of
young children (nurselings). He said: “Rabbi, teach me
Torah!” Rabbi Akiva held on to one side of the slate and
his son to the other. He wrote Aleph-Bet and learned it.
He wrote Aleph-Tav and learned it. [he wrote] the
instructions of the Priests and learned it. He kept on
learning until he learned the entire Torah. He went and
sat before Rabbi Eliezer and before Rabbi Yehoshua. He
said: “Rabbis, open up for me a taste (the reasoning) of
Mishnal” As soon as they told him a single law, he sat
down with himself and said: “this aleph, why is it written?
This bet, why is it written? Why is this thing said?” He

returned and asked them, and halted them with words.

Rabbi Shimon ben Elazar said: I will make an analogy -
to what is this similar? To a mason who would hew
mountains. Once, he took his chisel in his hand and went
and sat on the mountain and was chipping off small
pebbles. People came and said to him: "what are you
doing?" He said: "Behold, I am uprooting it and sending
it into the Jordan!" They said to him: "You can't uproot
the entire mountain!" He kept on hewing [the rock] until
he came to a large boulder. He went underneath it,
separated it, uprooted it, and sent it into the Jordan. He

said to it: "That is not your place, but rather this is!"
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Thus Rabbi Akiva did to Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi 3271 YR 0270 RPY 027 09 WY 7D
Yehoshua. I
Rabbi Tarfon said to him: Akiva, of you the scripture IR 21027 POV L,RPY 11DV 027 1D MR
says: He dams up the rivers, and brings what was 7RIBYNY Wan n1me van' (R2:h2 21K)
hidden to light (Job 28:11). The things that were hidden Q7R °12% D2M0NT 22727 "R RIXP
from all people - Rabbi Akiva has brought them to light. JIIRD R2PY 227 ORX

*Avot de-Rabbi Nathan (Hebrew: 11 °277 M2X), usually printed together with the minor tractates of the
Talmud, is a Jewish aggadic work probably compiled in the geonic era (c.700-900 CE). Although Avot
de-Rabbi Nathan is the first and longest of the "minor tractates"”, it probably does not belong in that
collection chronologically, having more the character of a late midrash. In the form now extant it contains a
mixture of Mishnah and Midrash, and may be technically designated as a homiletical exposition of the
Mishnaic tractate Pirkei Avot, having for its foundation an older recension (version) of that tractate. It may be
considered as a kind of "tosefta" or "gemarah" to the Mishna Avot, which does not possess a traditional
gemarah. Avot de-Rabbi Nathan contains many sentences, proverbs, and incidents that are not found
anywhere else in the early rabbinical literature(Cashdan 1965). Other rabbinical sayings appear in a more

informal style than what is found in the canonical Mishna Avot redacted by Judah L.
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If its roots are old in the earth, W YIR2 PRITON
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At the scent of water it will bud o2 DM on
And produce branches like a sapling. YV YR AN
But mortals languish and die; Man expires; where is he? SPPRY QTN Y WL NI )
The waters of the sea fail, QX™In DMV
And the river dries up and is parched. W 200
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So man lies down never to rise; He will awake only when the

heavens are no more, Only then be aroused from his sleep.

O that You would hide me in Sheol, Conceal me until Your

anger passes, Set me a fixed time to attend to me.

If a man dies, can he live again?

All the time of my service I wait Until my replacement comes.

You would call and I would answer You;

You would set Your heart on Your handiwork.

Then You would not count my steps,

Or keep watch over my sin.

My transgression would be sealed up in a pouch;

You would coat over my iniquity.

Mountains collapse and crumble;

Rocks are dislodged from their place.

Water wears away stone; Torrents wash away earth; So you

destroy man’s hope,

You overpower him forever and he perishes; You alter his

visage and dispatch him.

His sons attain honor and he does not know it;

They are humbled and he is not aware of it.

He feels only the pain of his flesh,

And his spirit mourns in him.
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Job 28:9-14

Man sets his hand against the flinty rock

And overturns mountains by the roots.

He carves out channels through rock;

His eyes behold every precious thing.

He dams up the sources of the streams

So that hidden things may be brought to light.

But where can wisdom be found;

Where is the source of understanding?

No man can set a value on it;

It cannot be found in the land of the living.

The deep says, “It is not in me”;

The sea says, “I do not have it.”
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