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1) Babylonian Talmud Pesahim 103a-b
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Rav Yaakov bar Abba came to the house of
Rava....[Rava] opened and said:

“Who separates

between holy and profane

between light and dark

between Israel and the nations

between the seventh day and the six days of
making.”

[R Yaakov bar Abba] said to [Rava]:

“Why are you doing all that?

Didn’t Rav Yehudah say in the name of Rav:
““Who separates

between holy and profane’ —

this is the separation of R Yehuda the Prince.”
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2) Genesis 1:1-8, 14-19
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'When God began to create heaven and earth — *the
earth being unformed and void, with darkness over
the surface of the deep and a wind from God
sweeping over the water — God said, "Let there be
light"; and there was light. “God saw that the light
was good, and God separated the light from the
darkness. *God called the light Day, and the
darkness He called Night. And there was evening and

there was morning, a first day. °God said, "Let there
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be an expanse in the midst of the water, that it may
separate water from water." 'God made the
expanse, and it separated the water which was
below the expanse from the water which was
above the expanse. And it was so. *God called the
expanse Sky. And there was evening and there was

morning, a second day.

"God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the
sky to separate day from night; they shall serve as
signs for the set times — the days and the years;
Pand they shall serve as lights in the expanse of the
sky to shine upon the earth." And it was so. "“God
made the two great lights, the greater light to
dominate the day and the lesser light to dominate the
night, and the stars. '"And God set them in the
expanse of the sky to shine upon the earth, "*to
dominate the day and the night, and to separate
light from darkness. And God saw that this was
good. And there was evening and there was

morning, a fourth day.
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3) B Hagigah 12a
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This is like R. Eleazar’s opinion. As R. Eleazar stated:
The light that God created on the first day — a person
could see from one end of the world to the other.
When God looked (ahead) to the generation of the
flood and the generation of the dispersion, and saw

their evil acts, God arose and hid the light from them,

as it says (Job 38:15): “He prevented the evil ones from

their light.” And for whom did He hide the light? For

the righteous in the future, as it says: “God saw the

light that it was good” and there is no ‘good’ but for the
righteous, as it says (Is 3:10) “Say that a righteous one is

good...”
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4) B Hagigah 12a
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This is like the following tannaitic debate: The light that the
Holy Blessed One created on the first day, a person could
look and see with it from one end of the world to the other
end, thus says R. Yaakov. But the Sages say: these are the
very lights that were created on the first day but were not
suspended until the fourth day.

Q72 X7 7102 WITPA RO2W IR °RIND
Q2T 7107 12 VIR DIX QTR WK
0°20M .2p¥° °27 °727 ,19710 TN

07172 IR2IW NIMINRD 797 77 (DN
S¥927 01 TV 1701 RDY WK

5) 1st blessing before Shma

Blessed are You, YHVH, our God, king of the universe, who
forms light and creates darkness, who makes peace and
creates everything. Who shines light on the earth, and its
inhabitants with mercy, and in His goodness renews each day
always the works of creation...who renews in His goodness
each day the works of creation. As it is written (Ps. 136): “To
the One who made the big lights, His mercy is forever.”
Shine a new light on Zion, and let us all merit speedily in its
light. Blessed are You, YHVH, former of lights.
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6) Isaiah 45:1-8
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Thus said YHVH to Cyrus, His anointed one — Whose
right hand He has grasped, treading down nations before
him. Ungirding the loins of kings, opening doors before
him and letting no gate stay shut.

I will march before you and level the hills that loom up; I
will shatter doors of bronze and cut down iron bars.

I will give you treasures concealed in the dark and secret
hoards — so that you may know that it is I, YHVH, the
God of Israel, who call you by name.

For the sake of My servant Jacob, Israel My chosen one, I
call you by name.

I hail you by title, though you have not known Me.

I am YHVH and there is none else; Beside Me there is no
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god. I engird you, though you have not known Me.

So that they may know, from east to west, that there is
none but Me. I am YHVH and there is none else.

I form light and create darkness, I make peace and create
evil. I am YHVH who does all these things.

Pour down, O skies, from above! Let the earth open up
and triumph sprout. Yes, let vindication spring up; I,
YHVH, have created it.
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7) Genesis 1:1-5
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When God began to create heaven and earth — the earth
being unformed and void, with darkness over the
surface of the deep and a wind from God sweeping over
the water — God said: “Let there be light” and there was
light. God saw that the light was good, and God
separated the light from the darkness.

God called the light “day” and the darkness He called
“night”. And there was evening and there was morning,

a first day.
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8) Babylonian Talmud, Berakhot 11a

1272 noon vvas Tebn (8
R 7Y RO 7

Mishnah: In the morning, one blesses two before it (Shma) and

one after it.

Gemara: What does one bless?

Rav Yaakov bar Idi said: R. Oshaya said: who forms light and

creates darkness.

Shall we not say: “who forms light and creates shining/brilliance?”

No: we say it as it appears in Scripture.

By the same logic then, should we not say as well: who makes

peace and creates evil, just as it appears in Scripture?

“Evil” is what is written, but we read “everything,” employing a

euphemism.
Should we not say, then, “former of light and creator of

shining/brilliance” since this is also a euphemism?

Rava bar Ulla said: [The original wording is retained there] so as to
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mention the attribute of day at night, and the attribute of night in
day.

Leviticus 26:6

I will grant peace in the land.

Sifra Behukotai 1:8

Lest you (Israelites entering the Land of Canaan) say: Here is food,
and here is drink, but without peace there is nothing]

Therefore Scripture adds: “And I shall grant peace in the land.”
This teaches that peace is equal in weight to everything. And so
Scripture states: “Makes peace and creates evil” — to indicate that

peace is equal in weight to everything.
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9) Rashi, Leviticus 26:6
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10) Sifra Bemidbar 41
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R. Hananya, head of the Priests, says: Great is peace, for it DWT 2173 AN 02177977 740 7730
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of light and creator of darkness, maker of peace...”
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11) Yerushalmi Berachot 2:4, 4d
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say: “former of light and creator of shining/brilliance.”
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12) Otzar Ha-Geonim Berakhot 32-33
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This is what Saadia Gaon said: Whoever closes [the first
blessing with] “Let a new light shine” is mistaken, for the
sages did not establish this blessing on the future light of
the Messiah, but rather on the light of the day.

For the one who says “Let a new light shine” is mistaken,
I don’t know why, and I don’t agree with that reasoning,
and there is no loss at all, since he closes the blessing with
“Creates the Lights”, what do we care what he says in the
middle?

And even though Rav Saadia was the head of the Yeshiva

in Sura, even in his lifetime they didn’t accept this.
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