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Rabbi Moshe ben Maimon (Also known as Rambam or Maimonides) was born in 
Cordoba, Spain. When he was 15, Jews were forced to convert  to Islam or run away. His 
family ran away to Morocco, and he later settled in Egypt, where he became leader of the 
Jewish community. His three most important and well-known works are his commentary 
on the Mishnah, the Mishneh Torah and the Guide of the Perplexed. It was said about him 
 From Moshe to Moshe, there was no one like Moshe,” comparing" ממשה למשה לא קם כמשה
the Rambam to Moshe Rabbeinu. 

שמות ג:ה
יו ד ָעָל֔ ר ַאָּת֙ה עֹוֵמ֣ י ַהָּמ֗קֹום ֲאֶׁש֤ יָך ִּכ֣ יָ֙ך ֵמַע֣ל ַרְגֶל֔ ב ֲהֹ֑לם ַׁשל־ְנָעֶל֙ אֶמר ַאל־ִּתְקַר֣ ֹ֖ אֶמר “ַוּי ֹ֖  ַוּי

ֶדׁש ֽהּוא׃“ ַאְדַמת־ֹק֖

Shed or remove = (ְלַהִּׁשיל )ֹׁשֶרׁש נ.ש.ל
The skin shed by snakes or other reptiles = ֶנֶּׁשל 

Banish, expel, cut out of inheritance = ְלַנֵּׁשל 

ף׃ )שמות א, ח) ע ֶאת־יֹוֵסֽ א־ָיַד֖ ֹֽ ר ל ִים ֲאֶׁש֥ ׁש ַעל־ִמְצָר֑ ֶלְך־ָחָד֖ ַוָּיָ֥֥קם ֶמֽ
רש"י

 וַָּיָקם ֶמֶלְך־ָחָדׁש. ַרב ּוְׁשמּוֵאל, ַחד ָאַמר ָחָדׁש ַמָּמׁש, ְוַחד ָאַמר ֶׁשִּנְתַחְּדׁשּו ְּגֵזרֹוָתיו:
א ָיַדע. ָעָׂשה ַעְצמֹו ְּכִאּלּו לֹא ְיָדעֹו )סוטה י"א): ֹֽ ֲאֶׁשר ל

There was a new king — Rav and Shmuel (Amoraim found in the Talmud) differed in 
their interpretation of these words. One said that he was really a new king; the other said 
that it was the same king but he made new rules (Sotah 11a).

Who did not know Joseph/יוסף — he acted as if he didn’t know him (Sotah 11a).
• In this commentary, Rashi presents two different interpretations for the words "new 

king,” one being that the king was new, and the other that it was as though he was 
new, because his rules were new. Which position makes more sense to you? Why?

CommentaryCommentary  ַּפְרָׁשנּותַּפְרָׁשנּות

ַהָּׁשבּוַע ַּבִהיְסטֹוְרָיהַהָּׁשבּוַע ַּבִהיְסטֹוְרָיה

ֶרַגע ֶׁשל ִעְבִריתֶרַגע ֶׁשל ִעְבִרית

[20 Tevet] Yahrzeit of the רמב”ם/Rambam (1137- 1204). 










