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Pride and Privilege

How Do We Sensitively Navigate Having More Than Others?
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Talmud Bavli Berakhot 18a
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Is it not taught (in a beraita): One should not walk in a
cemetery with their tefillin on their head or a Sefer
Torah in their arm reading. And if they do so they
violate one who mocks the poor, disparages the One
who made him (Mishlei 17:5)...

R. Hiyya and R. Yonatan were strolling in the cemetery
and the blue strings of R. Yonatan’s tzitzit were
dragging [on the graves]. R. Hiya said to him: Lift
[them] up! So that they don’t say “tomorrow they are
coming to join us, but now they disparage us?!”

[R. Yonatan] said to him: Do they really know that
much? But it says and the dead don’t know
anything (Ecclesiastes 9:5)!

[R. Hiya] said to him: If you read it, you didn’t review it,
and if you reviewed it, you didn’t read it a third time!
And if you read it a third time, they didn’t explain to
you, for the living know they will die (ibid.). These
are the righteous who are called living even in their
death.

NNAPN N2 DTX )70 X7 XNal
IVINT2 NN 901 WX 79N

ay1'7 DIYN QI 3 NYIY ORI RIPI
..(N:T 2wm) 1wy Qan vy

N TREPY 1IN N NERYN N
17T RN7ON XTYUR NN .NNAZN
N7W 'O 7T RN 2 N7 R mare
['9NN I'WOYI N7XX 'K INNT7 NNX!
RN 'R0 WT N R nIR
NNINN D'YTI' DI'N D'ANAIEQND

X7 Np DX N7 MK (N0 N7np)
NY7v DX NY7Y X7 Nv DX 1Y
ININ'Y D'YTI' D"NA D7 1IWT'9 XY
[NN'NAY D'RTX 17K - (N ,0 N7NP)
...0"N I

Page 1 of 6

R3PS




Pride and Privilege

Dena Weiss

7T5)
HADAR

TORAH - AVODAH - HESED

‘“315_

Ro”’sh to Berakhot 18a
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...And it is specifically regarding tefillin and other
similar mitzvot that it is prohibited [to wear or perform
in a cemetery], but tzitzit which is a mitzvah for one’s
clothes, it is permitted, since one can’t strip off their
clothes when they walk in a cemetery! (And a proof
for thisis that... R. Hiyya told R. Yonatan to lift up his
tzitzit [rather than take them off] so we see that they
were wearing tzitzit on their primary garment so a
person would only have to make sure to lift up the
tzitzit themselves)... but as far as our tallit, since we
don’t wear them as a garment, but do so only to fulfill
the mitzvah of tzitzit, it would be equivalent to tefillin
where lo’eg larash (mocking the poor) would be a
relevantissue...
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*Why is tzitzit the example used for this prohibition? Is it only tzitzit?

Bemidbar 15:39
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And they will be tzitzit for you and you will see them
and you will remember all of the mitzvot of God and
you will do them...
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You will remember all of the mitzvot of God
because the numerical equivalent of the word tzitzit
is 600 + 8 strings and 5 knots is 613.
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Talmud Yerushalmi Berakhot 2:3
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R. Zeira said in the name of R. Abba bar Yirmiyah: A N7 :0'N1' 12 NAX 2N DY RYWT N
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verse says one who mocks the poor, disparages
the One who made him.

DIy 9N

Talmud Bavli Ta’anit 10b
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Our Rabbis taught (in a beraita):...One who goes from a place
where they are not fasting to a place where they are fasting,
he fasts with them. One who goes from a place where they
are fasting to a place where they are not fasting completes
his fast.

If he forgot the fast and ate and drank, he should not display
this publicly and he should not indulge in luxuries. As it
says, And Ya’akov said to his sons: Why should you display
yourselves? (Bereishit 42:1). Ya’akov said to his sons: Do not
display yourselves when you are satiated, not before Eisav,
nor before Yishmael, so that they not be jealous of you.
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Talmud Bavli Pesahim 50b
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The Sages taught (in a beraita)...One who profits from
selling rods or jugs will never see a sign of blessing. What
is the reason for this? Since their volume is great, the eye
can see them/the evil eye affects them.

D2 DNYNN - 221 1N
N272 N'0 NRIN 11'X 073711
Y'olT [I'D 7RNYL 'RN .071Y7

:N2'W IN2 XU7Y IN"TNOX

Talmud Bavli Bava Metzia 42a
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And R. Yitzhak said further: Berakhah is only found in
something that is hidden (samuy) from the eye. As it says,
God will join blessing to you in your silos (asamekha;
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Devarim 28:8).
It is taught in the house of R. Yishmael: Berakhah is only
found in something the eye cannot see/the eye cannot
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affect. As it says, God will join blessing to you in your ...JMoNa
silos (asamekha)...
Maharsha to Bava Metzia 42a oY X"whnn

Berakhah is only found in something hidden from the evil
eye of a person...Alternately, that the demons should not
have power over it...
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Orhot Tzadikim, Chapter 14, Envy
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The early Sages used to pray, “May we not have any
envy against others, and may others not envy us!" Now
why would they pray that others should not possess
this quality more than other evil qualities? But thisis
the explanation of the matter : Many people cause
others to envy them and covet their possessions.
Therefore, they used to pray for others because maybe
they were the cause of envy in others. And the Torah
has said, Nor put a stumbling block before the blind
(VaYikra 19:14).

Therefore, it is good for a man not to wear really nice
or expensive garments—neither he nor his wife nor his
children, and so with food and other matters so that
others will not envy him. Let whoever who has been
bestowed upon by the Blessed Creator benefit others
with his possessions—rich or poor. Let him conduct
himself pleasantly with them and deal kindly with
them.
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Talmud Bavli Mo’ed Katan 27a
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Our Rabbis taught—At first they would bring [food] to the
house of the mourner: the wealthy in platters of silver
and gold and the poor in baskets of peeled branches and
the poor were embarrassed. So they decreed that
everyone should bring in baskets of peeled branches out
of the honor of the poor...

At first the [expense of] bringing out of the corpse was
harder on the families than the death itself to the extent
that the families would leave the corpse and run away
until Rabban Gamliel came and acted beneath his dignity
and went out in linen clothing, then the people followed
his example and went out in linen clothing...
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Talmud Bavli Avodah Zarah 55a
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The general Agripas asked Rabban Gamliel: It is written in
your Torah: “For the Lord your God is a devouring fire, a
jealous God” (Devarim 4:24). Isn’t only a wise person
jealous of another wise person and a strong person
another strong person and a wealthy person another
wealthy person?
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Megillah 13a
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[Mordekhai] said: A woman is only jealous of the thigh of
her peer.
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Rashi to Bereishit 3:5
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For He knows. [The snake said:] Every craftsperson
hates the other craftspeople in his guild; God ate from
the tree and created the world.
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Sefer HaHinukh Mitzvah 338
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And it isfitting to be careful that no insult of people be
heard even from a hint of his words. As the Torah was very
concerned about mistreatment in words, since it is
something very difficult for the heart of the creatures. And
many people are more concerned about it than about
money—and as they, may their memory be blessed said
(Bava Metzia 58b), “Mistreatment of words is greater than
mistreatment of money; as with mistreatment of words, it
states (Leviticus 25:17), ‘And you shall fear your God,
etc.” And it would not be possible to write all of the things
that [bring] pain to people individually. But everyone
needs to be careful according to what he sees—as God,
blessed be He, knows all of his steps and all of his hints;
“since man looks to the eyes, but He looks to the heart.”
And how many stories did they, may their memory be
blessed, write in midrashim to teach us ethics about this!
And the essence of the matter is in the fourth chapter of
[Bava] Metzia (58b). (trans. Sefaria)
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