T 122

MECHON HADAR

King and Kook:
Do the Ends Justify the Means?

Dena Weiss — weiss@hadar.org

Executive Seminar 2017

23N DOWN"2

RN DOWN2

TR APR? 0 PR 2 RYT 1IN R¥im

21022 ,00798 R 51009 ,12-9971 WR -y

TY LU YD 2PV XYT PINT XYT 00T N7
T2 SYIT-7Y 12 W R L In? 2 Ay e

The earth brought forth vegetation: plants
yielding seed of every kind, and trees bearing
fruit with the seed in it of every kind. And God

saw that it was good.

Then God said, “Let the earth put forth
vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit
trees that bear fruit of every kind on earth

with the seed in it.” And it was so.

Midrash Bereishit Rabbah 5:9
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R. Yehudah the son of R. Shimon said: That she violated the
commandment. For God said to her: Let the earth put
forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees that
bear fruit of every kind etc. just as the fruit was edible, so
too the wood was edible. And she did not do so, rather, The
earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of
every kind, and trees bearing fruit with the seed in it of

every kind etc.—the fruit was edible, but the wood was not

edible.

R. Pinhas said: She even added onto the command! She was

happy to do the will of her creator. Trees bearing fruit—

even the shade trees produced fruit!
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Sifra Behukotai 1:1
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5) From where do we know that in the future the wood will be
edible? The verse teaches, fruit tree. If this comes to teach
that it produces a fruit, the verse already says, producing fruit.
If so, why does it say? Rather just as the fruit is edible so too
the wood will be edible.

6) And from where do we know that in the future even shade
trees will produce fruit? The verse teaches, And the tree of the

field will give its fruit.
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Abravanel to Bereishit 1
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The Ramban already asked: How could God have not
commanded the creation of barren trees? For He only
mentioned fruit trees that bear fruit and Rabbeinu Nissim
struggled to answer it. But, in my opinion, this question does
not have any substance and because there is no tree in the
world that does not produce fruit, even barren trees have a
fruit, and that is the gall-nut. Rather, there are some trees that
have edible fruit and there are some whose fruit is not edible,
but it is good and useful for other things and for medicines.

But, in any event, every tree has a fruit.
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Where Do We Go From Here?
To Southern Christian Leadership Conference on August 16, 1967

Now we’ve got to get this thing right. What is needed is a realization that power without love is

reckless and abusive, and love without power is sentimental and anemic. Power at its best is love

implementing the demands of justice, and justice at its best is power correcting everything that

stands against love... And I say to you today that I will stand by nonviolence. And I am still

convinced that it is the most potent weapon available to the Negro in his struggle for justice in this

country. And the other thing is that I am concerned about a better world. I’'m concerned about
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justice. I’'m concerned about brotherhood. I'm concerned about truth. And when one is concerned
about there, he can never advocate violence. For through violence you may murder a murderer but
you can’t murder murder... And I say to you, I have also decided to stick to love. For I know that
love is ultimately the only answer to mankind’s problems. And I’'m going to talk about it everywhere

I go... If you are seeking the highest good, I think you can find it through love.

The American Dream

Commencement address at Lincoln University on June 6, 1961

I believe, more than ever before, in the power of nonviolent resistance. It has a moral aspect tied to
it. It makes it possible for the individual to achieve moral ends through moral means... And this is
where nonviolent resistance breaks with communism and with all those systems which argue that the
end justifies the means, because we realize that the end is preexistent in the means. In the long run

of history, destructive means cannot bring about constructive ends.

A Christmas Sermon on Peace

Delivered at Ebenezer Baptist Church on Decenber 24, 1967

Now let me say, secondly, that if we are to have peace in the world, men and nations must embrace
the nonviolent affirmation that ends and means must cohere... But we will never have peace in the
world until men everywhere recognize that ends are not cut off from means, because the means
represent the ideal in the making, and the end in process, and ultimately you can’t reach good ends

through evil means, because the means represent the seed and the end represents the tree.

Rav Kook, Orot HaTeshuvah 6:7 (19"-20" cent.) 131 729007 MK
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taste of the fruit, the ultimate end, the principal ideal, can be
felt in its pleasantness and beauty. But the branches that
carry the fruit on themselves, despite their necessity in the
fruit’s growth, have become thick and material and have lost
their taste.

That is the sin of the earth, on account of which [the earth]
was cursed when Adam was also cursed for his sin. And all
damage will be fixed in the end. Therefore we are reliant on
a clarification, that days will come when the Creation will
return to its origin, and the taste of the wood will be like the
taste of the fruit- when the earth returns from its sin, and the
practical ways of life will not cause a block before the
pleasantness of the light of the Ideal, which is supported in
its way through proper means, which support and bring it

from potential to action.
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Tosefta Sanhedrin 1:2 (Zuckermandel ed.)
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R. Elazar ben Ya’akov said: What does the verse teach in saying,
one who steals and blesses spurns God? They constructed a

parable—to what is this matter similar? To one who stole a se'ah
of wheat, ground, baked, and separated cha/lah from it and fed his

children. How could he bless? This one doesn’t bless, rather he

spurns! On this it says, one who steals and blesses spurns

God.
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Talmud Yerushalmi Hallah 1:5
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It is taught: Itis forbidden to bless on stolen matzah. R. Hoshaya
said: In keeping with, one who steals and blesses spurns God.
R. Yonah said: This is said in the beginning, but in the end,
doesn’t he owe him money? R. Yonah said: An aveirah cannot be
a mitzvah. R.Yossi said: A mitzvah cannot be an aveirah. R. Hila
said: These are the mitgvot. 1f you do them like they are

commanded, they are wztzvof; if not, they are not witzvot.

.P9Y 7729 MOR 797 XD -°In
T2 PRI W HY RV "R
X1°NT X777 "R PR
X177 277 R? 7102 92X 77°10N2
7772V PR MR T 027 3% 270
IR PR AR 0P 027 RN

DR NIRRT 9N RO "R LAy
IX? ORY MM 17 N8N 1w
MIXA TR

Talmud Bavli Berakhot 35a
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Our Rabbis taught: It is forbidden for a person to get benefit from
this world without a berakhah. And anyone who benefits from this

wortld without a berakhah misappropriates Temple property.
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R. Tzadok Ha-Kohen (19" cent. Lublin)
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We learn from the creation of the world that in everything the
night precedes the day... for in every thing the absence precedes
existence. When I sit in the darkness I will know that afterwards
God is a light to me. Because all of a person’s life is composed of
time darkness and light, night and day...only that the night is prior
because the peel precedes the fruit. With the exception of ‘the
holies’—we establish that the night follows day. Because [for] one
who already entered the holy the day is prior like one who is

standing inside the fruit. For him the fruit precedes the peel.
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