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I. Avraham: Stepping up
1. Bereishit 18:23
Avraham approached [God] and said: Will you even sweep

away the righteous with the wicked?

2. Bereishit Rabbah Parashat Va-Yera 49:23
Avrabam approached. .. R. Pinhas and R. Levi and R. Yohanan

in the name of Menahem d’Galya: One who goes before the

ark (to lead prayers) we do not say to him “Come and do” but
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rather “Come draw near,” “come wage our war,” “come

perform the offering of the community.”

II. Hannah: Speaking Up

3.1 Shmuel 1:9-18

’So Hannah rose up after they had eaten in Shiloh, and after
they had drunk—now Eli the priest sat upon his seat by the
door-post of the temple of God;'’ and she was in bitterness
of soul--and prayed unto God, and wept sore. ' And she
vowed a vow, and said: ‘O God of Hosts, if You wilt indeed
look on the affliction of Your handmaid, and remember me,
and not forget Your handmaid, but wilt give unto Your
handmaid a child then I will give him unto God all the days

of his life, and there shall no razor come upon his head.’
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"?And it came to pass, as she prayed long before God, that
Eli watched her mouth. "Now Hannah, she spoke in her
heart; only her lips moved, but her voice could not be heard;
therefore, Eli thought she had been drunken. "*And Eli said
unto her: ‘How long will you be drunken? Put away your
wine.” "’And Hannah answered and said: ‘No, my master, |
am a woman of a sorrowful spirit; I have drunk neither wine
nor strong drink, but I poured out my soul before

God. ' Count not your handmaid for a wicked woman: for
out of the abundance of my complaint and my vexation have
I spoken.” "Then Eli answered and said: ‘Go in peace, and
may the God of Israel grant your petition that you have
asked of Him.” "®And she said: ‘Let your servant find favor in
your sight.” So the woman went her way, and did eat, and her

countenance was no 101’1g€1f sad.

4. Talmud Bavli Berakhot 31a
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R. Hamnuna said: How many great laws can be derived
from the verses of Hannah! And Hannah was speaking on
her hear—from here we learn that one who prays must
direct his heart. Only her lips were moving—one must form
the words with his lips. Her voice couldn’t be heard—from
here that it is forbidden to raise one’s voice in his

prayer...

5. Talmud Bavli Berakhot 31b-32a

R. Eleazar also said: Hannah shot words [spoke
insolently] toward heaven, as it says, And Hannah prayed
“on” the Lord. This teaches that she spoke insolently

toward heaven.
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6. Talmud Bavli Berakhot 31b
1. E/i said to her, ‘How long will you be drunk...” R. Elazar said:
From here we learn that one who observes something

inappropriate in his friend must rebuke him.

Hannab responded and said no ny master—Ulla or R. Yose b’R.
Hanina said: She said to him, “You are not a master in this
matter, and God’s spirit is not resting on you if you suspect
me of this.” Some say that this is what she said to him: You
are not a master and God’s presence and spirit is not with you
for you judged me as guilty and not favorably. Didn’t you

know that I am a distressed woman?

Neither wine nor alcohol have I drunf—R. Elazar said: From here
we learn that one who was mistakenly accused must make this

known...

Eli responded and said, “Go in peace”—R. Elazar said: From here
that one who mistakenly accuses someone must make amends
and furthermore must bless him as it says May the God of Israel

grant your request.

11. She vowed a vow and said: God of multitudes—R. Elazar said:
From the day that the Holy Blessed One created the world
there was no person who referred to the Holy Blessed One as
Multitudes until Hannah came called him Multitudes. Hannah
said before the Holy Blessed One, “Master of the Universe, of
all the multitudes of multitudes that You created in your
wortld is it so difficult in your eyes to give me one child? A
parable—to what is this similar? To a king of flesh and blood
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who made a feast for his servants. One poor person came IMR "IV 2,17V ATW0 WYY o)

and stood at the doorway. He said to them: Give me one 1019 °% 1N 077 MR LD DY T

slice of bread! They didn’t pay attention to him. He pushed DX DID1 PAIT ;0¥ AW K 1NN

through and came to the king. He said to him: My master TTIV0 937,790 SNIR 10 MR TN

the king, of the whole feast that you made is it so hard in your 70179 % 1Y IV IWR NWIYY

eyes to give me one slice of bread? Fhalahy
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