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Commemoration or Reenactment?
The Exodus and the Timing of the Seder
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Center for Jewish Law and Values

I. When did the Exodus happen?
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Shemot 11:4-8, 12:29-34

"*Moses said, “Thus says the Lord: Toward midnight I will go forth among the Egyptians, *and every
firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sits on his throne to the
first-born of the slave girl who is behind the millstones; and all the firstborn of the cattle. And there shall
be a loud cty in all the land of Egypt, such as has never been or will ever be again; 'but not a dog shall snarl
at any of the Israelites, at man or beast—in order that you may know that the Lord makes a distinction
between Egypt and Israel. *Then all these courtiers of yours shall come down to me and bow low to me,
saying, ‘Depart, you and all the people who follow you!” After that I will depart.” And he left Pharaoh’s

presence in hot anger. ..
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*In the middle of the night the Lord struck down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn
of Pharaoh who sat on the throne to the first-born of the captive who was in the dungeon, and all the
firstborn of the cattle. *’And Pharaoh arose in the night, with all his courtiers and all the
Egyptians—because there was a loud cry in Egypt; for there was no house where there was not someone
dead. *'He summoned Moses and Aaron in the night and said, “Up, depart from among my people, you
and the Israelites with you! Go, worship the Lord as you said! **Take also your flocks and your hetds, as
you said, and begone! And may you bring a blessing upon me also!” **The Egyptians urged the people on,
impatient to have them leave the countty, for they said, “We shall all be dead.” *So the people took their

dough before it was leavened, their kneading bowls wrapped in their cloaks upon their shoulders.
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Devarim 16:1
Observe the month of Abib and offer a passover sacrifice to the Lord your God, for it was in the month of

Abib, at night, that the Lord your God freed you from Egypt.
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Shemot 14:8
The Lord stiffened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he gave chase to the Israelites. As the Israelites
were departing defiantly, boldly...
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Bemidbar 33:3-4
They set out from Rameses in the first month, on the fifteenth day of the first month. It was on the

morrow of the passover offering that the Israelites started out defiantly, in plain view of all the Egyptians.
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“The Egyptians meanwhile were burying those among them whom the Lord had struck down, every

firstborn—whereby the Lord executed judgment on their gods.
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Sifrei Devarim 128
“Your God took you out of Egypt at night.”—Did they go out at night? They went out in the day! As it
says: “On the morning following the Paschal offering [the Israelites left]!” Rather, [the first verse] teaches

that they were redeemed at night.

II. When does the ritual eating and sacrifice happen?
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Shemot 12:1-28

"The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: *This month shall mark for you the beginning of
the months; it shall be the first of the months of the year for you. *Speak to the whole community of Israel
and say that on the tenth of this month each of them shall take a lamb to a family, a lamb to a household.
“But if the household is too small for a lamb, let him shatre one with a neighbor who dwells nearby, in
proportion to the number of persons: you shall contribute for the lamb according to what each household
will eat. *Your lamb shall be without blemish, a yeatling male; you may take it from the sheep or from the
goats. “You shall keep watch over it until the fourteenth day of this month; and all the assembled
congtegation of the Israelites shall slaughter it at twilight. "They shall take some of the blood and put it on
the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they are to eat it. *They shall eat the flesh that same
night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire, with unleavened bread and with bitter herbs. *Do not eat any of
it raw, or cooked in any way with water, but roasted—head, legs, and entrails—over the fire. ""You shall not
leave any of it over until morning; if any of it is left until morning, you shall burn it. '"This is how you shall
eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly:
it is a passover offering to the Lord. "*For that night I will go through the land of Egypt and strike down
every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and I will mete out punishments to all the gods of
Egypt, I the Lord. And the blood on the houses where you ate staying shall be a sign for you: when I see
the blood I will pass over you, so that no plague will destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. *This day
shall be to you one of remembrance: You shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord throughout the ages; you
shall celebrate it as an institution for all time. '"Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread; on the very first
day you shall remove leaven from your houses, for whoever eats leavened bread from the first day to the
seventh day, that person shall be cut off from Israel. '*You shall celebrate a sacred occasion on the first day,
and a sacred occasion on the seventh day; no work at all shall be done on them; only what every person is to

eat, that alone may be prepared for you. '"You shall observe the [Feast of] Unleavened Bread, for on this
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very day I brought your ranks out of the land of Egypt; you shall observe this day throughout the ages as an
institution for all time. '"®In the first month, from the fourteenth day of the month at evening, you shall eat
unleavened bread until the twenty-first day of the month at evening. "No leaven shall be found in your
houses for seven days. For whoever eats what is leavened, that person shall be cut off from the community
of Israel, whether he is a stranger or a citizen of the country. *’You shall eat nothing leavened; in all your

settlements you shall eat unleavened bread.

*"Moses then summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go, pick out lambs for your families, and
slaughter the passover offering. **Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and apply
some of the blood that is in the basin to the lintel and to the two doorposts. None of you shall go outside
the door of his house until morning. *For when the Lord goes through to smite the Egyptians, He will see
the blood on the lintel and the two doorposts, and the Lord will pass over the door and not let the
Destroyer enter and smite your home. **“You shall observe this as an institution for all time, for you and
for your descendants. *’And when you enter the land that the Lord will give you, as He has promised, you
shall observe this rite. **And when your children ask you, ‘What do you mean by this rite?’ *’you shall say,
‘It is the passover sacrifice to the Lord, because He passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt when

2>

He smote the Egyptians, but saved our houses.” The people then bowed low in homage. **And the

Israelites went and did so; just as the Lord had commanded Moses and Aaron, so they did.
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Devarim 16:4, 6

*For seven days no leaven shall be found with you in all your territory, and none of the flesh of what you
slaughter on the evening of the first day shall be left until morning.

..’but at the place where the Lord your God will choose to establish His name, there alone shall you

slaughter the passover sacrifice, in the evening, at sundown, the time of day when you departed from Egypt.
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Mishnah Zevahim 5:8

The Pesah-offering can only be eaten at night, and can only be eaten until midnight.
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Tosefta Pesahim 2:22

When does one eat [the bitter herbs, matzah, and the Pesah-offering]? [As soon as] it gets dark. If one did
not eat them [as soon as] it gets dark, one may eat them for the rest of the night. If one did not eat them
during the night, then one should not eat them. The bitter herbs, the matzah and the Pesah-offering are not

predicated on one another. [lLe., if one lacks one of them, the obligations for the others remain in force.]

ITI. When does the telling of the story happen?
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Shemot 13:8

And you shall explain to your son on that day, ‘It is because of what the Lord did for me when I went free

from Egypt.’
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Mekhilta de-Rabbi Yishmael Bo, Massekhta De-Pisha Parashah 17

“You shall tell your child”—I might infer that this can be done as early as the new moon [of Nisan]!
Scripture says: “On that day.” If “on that day”, might it be possible while it is still day [of the 14™ of
Nisan|? Scripture says: “It is because of this”—at a time when matzah and maror are laid out in front of you

on your table.
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IV. How does this all come together in practice?
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Talmud Bavli Pesahim 99b
Mishnah. On the afternoon before Pesah, one should not eat until it gets dark...
Gemara. Why does the Mishnah specify this rule for the afternoon before Pesah? It ought to apply on all

afternoons prior to Shabbat and Festivals! As it is taught: One should not eat on the afternoons before

Shabbat and Festivals [until the start of Shabbat]...
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Tosafot Pesahim 99b

“Until it gets dark”—We have a problem [with the wishnabh): Why must it use the phrase “until it gets dark’?
That is obvious! [Itis obvious that the ban on afternoon eating will only expire when it gets dark, which is
when Yom Tov will truly begin.] Furthermore, [the use of this phrase is all the more unusual given that] the
text in the gemzara about afternoons before Shabbat and Festivals doesn’t use this phrase!

R. Ya’akov of Corbeil explained that zatzah has a specific requirement to be eaten after dark, as it says in the
Tosefta... and the reason is because the Torah says “They shall eat the meat on this #gh?” and matzah and
maror are given the same legal status of the Pesah-offering. But with respect to Shabbat and Yom Tov
meals, one may eat them while it is still light... a person may pray and make &iddush on Friday nights while it

is still light. ..
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Tosafot of R. Yehudah Sir Leon Berakhot 27a, France, 12 c.

However, with respect to zatzah, R. Ya’akov of Corbeil said that one may not eat it until it gets dark,
because of what it says in Tosefta Pesahim... “When does one eat them? When it gets dark.” There is no
“adding on” [to the day]. The Pesah-sacrifice is different; because Scripture says about it: “And they shall
eat the meat at night”, we require true night, and mafzah has the same rule as the Pesah-sacrifice. But if it
was eaten while it is still day, the obligation is not fulfilled. This is true even though one may make &zddush
and pray the Shabbat amidabh, as we say here [in the case of Rav]. With respect to the Pesah-offering and
matzah, we require true night.

Nonetheless, it may be that the Tosefta specifies “when it gets dark’ only to teach us that even though the
Pesah-offering is slaughtered during the day, it, unlike other sacrifices, may not be eaten during the day [i.e.
on the 14™ of Nisan]. But [one may start the 15" of Nisan eatly], and there is no reason to distinguish with
regard to “adding on” as we suggested above. [In other words, just as Rav begins Shabbat early, so to one

can begin Pesah early, and this early start has biblical force.]
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Tur Orah Hayyim 472
But one may not eat until it gets dark, even though one may generally start Shabbat and Yom Tov early,

because Pesah is different since the time for eating matzah is only at night, just like the Pesah-offering.

! The manuscript here reads 7197, which the editor argues was an erroneous expansion/cotrection of *1973". The printed edition
reads 1R7D. The sense is the same: R. Yehudah here is referring back to the explanation of R. Ya’akov of Corbeil’s analysis
above, which he rejects.
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Sefer Maharil, Seder Ha-Hagadah, R. Ya’akov Méllin, Germany, 15" c.

[Maharil] said: It is greatly perplexing to me that one should have to wait to begin the Seder until it gets
dark. If this is on account of “eating in the evening” [prescribed in Shemot 12], one could still begin an
hour or so before dark and by the time one was done with £iddush and the telling of the story, it would be
night for the eating of matzah. And if you say that the cups of wine must also be drunk at night because they
have the same status as the matzah, you will have to deal with the fact that the final two cups after the meal
would have to be drunk prior to midnight, just like 7afzah. In fact, someone tried to make this very
argument and was confounded by this point. So [Maharil] said that it seemed to him [the reason for waiting
to start the Seder until night] was that the eating of vegetables [at £arpas] is in order that children ask about
it, and that must take place at night: “On account of this”—at a time when matzah and maror are laid out on
before you... and the telling of the story must be at night. If you still say that one could say &iddush betore
nightfall and reach nightfall by the end of &iddush, there are some people who do not make a long kiddush,
and the first dipping immediately follows &zddush.

TR STTAT 7O 2TNTIANR 00
A7D0 WIPMAY WIPA 2V DI °011 00210 %% MN2Y IRW2AW 5"YRY 0320107 WX TWRNY 7Y WP KD 1097 0900
7% PRI IR TAR WITOR W 0197 7187 N9PIK T2 N0 T MWD NIXKN 7092 LTAN YRpYw ROW D"YR 19vaY anan

ST 2992 WA DR AR (77,20 Nnw) InRIW 172792 ROR 2OK1 IRW 1709 119792 KOK HIX]

™R 3290 JWTT RN
IR 72N IRY IR 2 TIWAN 707 2NN 0137 DY WIRD W LRI 2 U7V NP2V 197210 DORXWD 9"V [vRY
0mn 79992 ROR 1Y 78R MK PRTLRPIRT 0" awa 1200 9"V w0 TPWRY 2377 '0INT L2007V W RYT

03 MDD "7 AR RITW WITR W 013 2" ,Wnn 1979 79 Y 7871 10K YR ATART 0200 a7IPT A"YR 3"K)

RRRY=

MECHON HADAR
9




Center for Jewish Law and Values — Key Sources
Commemoration or Reenactment? The Exodus and the Timing of the Seder — Shevat 5776

%7 2198 IR NYWIR DT 901 V1A TAXY TTART W'Y ,NMIPINT 19RWOW 979 RIMTAVT IW N0 NPT RY N7OK
7172 XN WO VWA ROYX ONAKR K2 T 712V2 19 7120 DAY IPWATY 00,0070 MY 18R MIAR 037 997,00
TTART Y7 PR 2"V 2"RY L1797 1937 D120 707 81 2 TR KT ,71027 787 D19RY IR Avwa B L10% oonin

1M MID12 "7 992210101 PRI NI WITOPY LART 17 TR 127 PRWOW 0TI T IRD PR A1 W, wnn 12090 o /ATaan/

Wnn % RTOW 1277 17912 O"R LMD 9T ROW 82 A9 WO 201000

Terumat Ha-Deshen #137, R. Yisrael Isserlein, Austria, 15" c.

Question: On the first night of Pesah, it is still light after we leave the synagogue for arvit. Is it permissible
to make &iddush and to begin the Seder while it is still light?

Answer: It would seem that this is not permissible... because the mzfzvah of matzah and bitter herbs only
applies when it is truly dark. Therefore, even though if one started while it was still light one would end up
eating matzah and bitter herbs after dark, the cup of &iddush, which is one of the four cups, along with the
vegetables [of £arpas| and the other unusual practices we do so as to elicit questions from children, and all
the more so the story itself must all be done at a time when it is appropriate to eat matzah and maror, because
we say, “On account of this”—at a time when matzah and maror are laid out on before you... and since
kiddush is one of the four cups that are hinted at through the Torah’s articulations of redemption...

therefore, they all must be done when it is truly night.
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Shulhan Arukh Orah Hayyim 472:1
The table should be set while it is still day so that one can eat immediately when it gets dark. Even if one is
learning in the beit midrash, one should stop because it is a mitzvab to eat as quickly as possible so that the

children do not fall asleep. But one should not say &zddush until it gets dark.
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Hok Ya’akov OH 472:3—This text revives Maharil’s more moderate holding against that of the Terumat
Ha-Deshen/Shulhan Arukh
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Shulhan Gavoah OH 472, R. Yosef b. Avraham Molkho, Greece, 18" c.

...[According to R. Ya’akov of Corbeil and the Tur and others who follow him], it is permitted to make
kiddush, and to recite the haggadah, and to eat karpas before it is dark, because none of these were given the
same status as the Pesah-offering. The Shulhan Arukh wrote that one should not make £iddush until dark
based on the Terumat Ha-Deshen... but it is obvious that if one made &iddush, ate karpas, and recited the
haggadah while it was still light, one has obviously fulfilled one’s obligation, in keeping with the Tur [who
follows R. Ya’akov of Corbeil]. Nonetheless, we ideally practice like the words of the Shulhan Arukh not to
make &iddush until it gets dark, given that this ruling was articulated by the Shulhan Arukh [and thus has

significant cultural/religious/legal authority].
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Hatam Sofer Pesahim 99b, R. Moshe Sofer, Hungary, 19" c.
“Until it gets dark”—In my opinion, this refers specifically to eating, which must wait until dark. But one
may make &iddush once the sun has set, as is the case on any Shabbat and Yom Tov, and then prolong the

stories of the haggadah until it gets dark, at which point one may eat.
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