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I. The inescapability of adjuncts
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Talmud Bavli Berakhot 35b

Our Sages taught: “You shall gather in your grain.” What is the purpose of this verse? Since it says, “This
scroll of teaching shall not depart from your mouth”, could that possibly be meant literally? The verse
teaches: “You shall gather in your grain”—conduct [your study of Torah] in keeping with the normal
patterns of life, so says R. Yishmael. R. Shimon b. Yohai says: “Can a person plow in plowing season, plant
in planting season, harvest in harvesting season, thresh in threshing season, winnow when it is windy, and
still have time for Torah? Rather, when Israel does the will of God, their work is done by others... and
when Israel does not do the will of God, their work is done by themselves, as it says, “You shall gather in

your grain.”...
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Talmud Bavli Ketubot 62b-63a
R. Akiva was a shepherd of Ben Kalba Savua. The latter's daughter, seeing how modest and noble he was,
said to him, “Were I to be betrothed to you. would you go away to [study at] an academy?” “Yes,” he
replied. She was then secretly betrothed to him and sent him away... He departed and spent twelve years at
the academy. When he returned home he brought with him twelve thousand disciples. He heard an old
man saying to her, “How long will you lead the life of a living widowhood?” “If he would listen to me,” she
replied, “he would spend another twelve years [in study].” Said [R. Akiva]: “It is then with her consent that
I am acting,” and he departed again and spent another twelve years at the academy. When he finally
returned he brought with him twenty-four thousand disciples. His wife heard [of his arrival] and went out
to meet him... On approaching him she fell upon her face and kissed his feet. His attendants were about

to thrust her aside, when [R. Akiba] cried to them, “Leave her alone, mine and yours are hers.”
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Rambam, Laws of Hametg and Matgah 7:2

It is a commandment to tell children [the story of the Exodus] even if they don’t ask, as it says: “You shall
tell your child.” The parent explains this according to the intelligence of the child. For instance: If the
child is very young or lacking in intelligence, one says: “My child, we were once all slaves—Iike this
female-slave or like this male-slave—in Egypt, and on this night the Holy and Blessed One redeemed us and

brought us into freedom...”

I1. Models for sharing responsibility among equals
A. Splitting the community into two; taking turns
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Talmud Yerushalmi Megillah 2:5, 73b
Bar Kappara said: One must read the megillah to women and children, because they too were in danger [of
extermination by Haman]. R. Yehoshua b. Levi acted [in accordance with this ruling]: He would gather his

wife and children and read the megillab in their presence.

J1° MID72 9922 TN
- D210 V77702 MITIARA NN 937 PYONT 1Y 775N 121 VAW NRMIPA WD - N KW D DY AR DA DR 0w

ANR NN 03w 1P995NMY T NP2 I - A1°O02 DR 1T IR ORIV 12 KR A1 0w a0 L,RIP AN nwn a1

Talmud Bavli Berakhot 18a

One who watches a dead [body], even though it is not his own dead [relative], is exempt from the recital of
the Shema and from Awmidah and from putting on fefillin and from all the precepts laid down in the Torah. If
there were two [watching], one goes on watching while the other recites, and then the other watches while
this one recites. Ben Azzai says: If they were traveling by ship, they put the body in a corner and both say

their prayers in another corner.

B. Rotations
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Tosefta Sukkah 4:19-21

The daily sacrifice, sacrifices brought to fulfill vows and donation, firstborn animals, tithes, additional
sacrifices for Shabbat, public purification- and burnt-offerings, and obligatory burnt offerings brought by
individuals are offered and eaten by the priestly rotation in place.

The two loaves of bread [offered on Shavuot] are offered and eaten by members of all of the priestly

rotations, because they are part of the festival obligations.

! This last phrase obviously refers to positive, ritual obligations, not to a blanket permission to violate the Torah’s laws.
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The showbread is offered by the priestly rotation in place that week but is eaten by members of all of the

priestly rotations.

C. Division by enthusiasm
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Mishnah Yoma 2:1-2

Originally whosoever desired to remove [the ashes from]| the altar did so. If they were many, they would
run and mount the ramp [of the altar] and he that came first within four cubits obtained the privilege... It
once happened that two were even as they ran to mount the ramp. One of them pushed his fellow who fell
and broke his leg. When the court saw that they incurred danger, they ordained that the altar be cleared

only by lottery. There were four lotteries. This is the first lottery.

D. Considering who has the most to gain and lose
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Talmud Bavli Sanhedrin 32b

“Justice, justice you shall pursue!”—The first [mention of justice] refers to a decision based on strict law; the
second, to a compromise. How so? Where two boats sailing on a river meet—if both attempt to pass
simultaneously, both will sink; whereas, if one makes way for the other, both can pass. Likewise, if two
camels met each other while on the ascent to Beit-Horon—if they both ascend [at the same time] both may
tumble down [into the valley]; but if [they ascend] after each other, both can go up. How then should they

act? If one is laden and the other unladen, the latter should give way to the former. If one is nearer [to its
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destination| than the other, the former should give way to the latter. If both are [equally] near or far [from
their destination,]| make a compromise between them, the one [which is to go forward] compensating the

other [which has to give way].

E. Validating different roles
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Talmud Bavli Berakhot 17a
A favorite saying of the Rabbis of Yavneh was: I am God’s creature and my fellow is God’s creature. My
work is in the town and his work is in the country. I rise early for my work and he rises eatly for his work.
Just as he does not presume to do my work, so I do not presume to do his work. Will you say, I do much
and he does little? We have learned: One may do much or one may do little; it is all one, provided he

directs his heart to heaven.
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