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I. Celebrating diversity
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Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:5

Therefore the [first] human being was created singularly... to tell the greatness of the Holy and Blessed
One. For a human being mints many coins with a single mold and they are all identical. But the Supreme
King of Kings, the Holy and Blessed One, mints each human being in the mold of the first human being

and not one is similar to the other...

II. Case studies
A. Serving in the Temple
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Vayikra 4:29-30

*He shall lay his hand on the head of the purification offering and he shall slaughter the purification
offering in the same place as the burnt-offering.

*The priest shall take from its blood with his finger and shall place it on the corners of the altar of the

burnt-offering and shall spill all its blood at the base of the altar.

1



Center for Jewish Law and Values — Key Sources
Uniformity and Diversity: Left-handedness and Halakhah — Tevet 5776

19-79:7% RPN
on 1727 AR iayd 1937 172708 N3 1T 152709 PO e IR U0V 1020 109 DWRT 0T 1020 et
IV2YND WV AT MINRWT 192708 WK AW MR WWRLNTNN 123 2391 (oNnla 1733 72799 P 1w
1237 172779 PR $T2 372708 NI e IR IRV 1797 10 9270% W mwn 7 pip: 2197 oonys vay

:OWRT 07 DY NI
Vayikra 14:14-17
"“The priest shall take some of the blood of the guilt offering, and the priest shall put it on the ridge of the
right ear of him who is being cleansed, and on the thumb of his right hand, and on the big toe of his right
foot. "*The priest shall then take some of the log of oil and pour it into the palm of his own left hand.
'°And the priest shall dip his right finger in the oil that is in the palm of his left hand and sprinkle some of
the oil with his finger seven times before the Lord. '"Some of the oil left in his palm shall be put by the
priest on the ridge of the right ear of the one being cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand, and on the big

toe of his right foot—over the blood of the guilt offering.
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Sifrei Zuta 19:4
“Elazar the priest will take from its blood with his finger...” It is said here “priest” and “finger” and it is
said with the mwetzora “priest” and “finger”. Just as “priest” and “finger” it says regarding the merzora—"“the
right one”—it is with the right hand, so too “priest” and “finger” it says here is “the right one”—it is with

the right hand.
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Tosefta Zevahim 1:6
R. Shimon used to say: Wherever the Torah says “hand”, one must use the right hand; but if “hand” or

“finger” is not specified, there is no need to use the right hand or finger.
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Talmud Bavli Zevahim 24a
Our rabbis taught: “He will take with a finger”—this teaches that there can be no receiving [in the Temple
service| except with the right hand; “He will give with a finger”—this teaches that there can be no giving [in

the Temple service| except with the right hand.
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Tosefta Bekhorot 5:8
A left-handed or left-footed &oben is invalid (to participate in the sacrificial service). An ambidextrous goben:

Rabbi invalidates him; the majority validate him.
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Talmud Bavli Bekhorot 45b

One holds that his right side is weak; one holds that his left side is particulatly strong.

B. Shabbat probibitions
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Mishnah Shabbat 10:3

One who takes an object out [from a private domain to a public domain]|, whether in one’s right hand or
one’s left hand or in one’s chest or on one’s shoulder, is liable [for Shabbat violation and must bring a
sacrifice]... If on the back of one’s hand, with one’s foot, in one’s mouth, in one’s elbow, in one’s ear, in
one’s pouch with the opening facing down, between one’s pouch and one’s shirt, in one’s shoe or sandal,

one is exempt, for one did not take the object out in the common way that objects are taken out.
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Mishnah Shabbat 12:3
One who writes two letters, whether with one’s right or left hand... is liable. Said R. Yose: One who writes

two letters was only made liable under the rubric of roshen [marking down symbols]...
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Talmud Bavli Shabbat 103a
It makes sense for him to be liable for writing with his right hand—that is the normal way to write. But why
should he be liable for writing with the left hand? That is not the normal way to write!
Said R. Yirmiyah: The Mishnah is dealing with a left-handed person. [A right-handed person would in fact
only be liable for writing with the right hand.]
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But why shouldn’t his left be like everyone else’s right, such that he would be liable for writing with the left
hand, but not with the right?

Said Abaye: The Mishnah is dealing with an ambidextrous person.

C. Tefillin
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Sifrei Devarim 35

“On your hand”—This refers to the left hand. Does it really refer to the left hand, or perhaps the right?
Even though there is no explicit proof, there is an allusion to it: “My hand laid the foundation of the earth
and my right spread out the skies” (Isaiah 48:13). It also says, “She stretched out her hand to the tent peg
and her right hand to a workers” hammer and she hammered Sisera, crushed his head, shattered his temple.”
(Judges 5:26) This shows that whenever “your hand” is used, it means left.

R. Natan says: “You shall tie”; “You shall write”; just as writing is done with the right hand, so too tying [of

tefillin] must be done with the right hand [which means that the #fi//in itself must be on the left].
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Talmud Bavli Menahot 47a-b
Our Sages taught:... R. Yitzhak said... the verse says, “Place these words of mine on your heart... and tie”;

they should be placed near the heart...
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Our Sages taught: A left-handed person wears #fillin on his right, which is his left.
But is it not taught: He wears it on his left, which is everyone else’s left!

Said Abaye: That text is speaking of an ambidextrous person.
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Rambam, Laws of Tefillin, Meguzah, and the Torah Scroll 4:3
A left-handed person places #fi/lin on his right, which is his left. And if he is ambidextrous, he should place

it on his left, which is the left of most people.
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Shulhan Arukh Orah Hayyim 27:6

A left-handed person, he does all of his work with his left-hand, he places [#fi//in] on his left-hand which is
the right for most people. And if he is ambidextrous, he places on the left of most people. And if he writes
with his right hand and all his other actions he performs with his left hand; or he writes with his right hand
and all is other his other actions he performs with his right hand—there are those who say that he places
tefillin on the hand that is lacking strength, for we require “the weak hand”; and there are those who say that
the hand that he writes with is considered right for this case, and he places #f/llin on the opposite hand.

Note: And this is the practice.
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D. Lulav and etrog
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Talmud Bavli Sukkah 37b
Said Rabbah: The /#/ay must be held in the right hand and the e#rgg in the left. Why? The /ulav is three

mitzvot and the efrog is only one.
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Responsum of R. Yoel Ha-Levi, cited in Responsa Maharam of Rothenberg IV:12, Germany, 12" c.
It happened in Reisburg that they asked our masters about a left-handed person, whether he should take the
Inlay in his left hand. They answered: Obviously his left is like everyone else’s right, as it says in [Tractate]
Shabbat... and it seems that the reason the right hand was not specified is because once I am concerned
about significant melakhah, why should I care if it is done with the right or left hand? Similatly here, we are
focused on the person taking the /#/av in a meaningful fashion and not in a backhanded way, and if he took
it in his right hand, he would feel as if he were doing it in a backhanded way. But wherever that Torah
clearly prefers the right, as in the case of a metzora [when purified from scale disease], or a priest, then it
must be done with the right... in the case of /ulav, however, it is simply the preferred way of doing the
mitzvah. .. and this point is borne out by #efillin as well, when R. Natan says: Just as writing is done with the
right, so too tying is done with the right. How do we know writing is done with the right? Rather, it means,
serious writing is done [by most people] with the right hand, but there is no essential importance to the right

hand, therefore a left-handed person ties on his right, which is everyone else’s left.
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Sefer Ha-Ittur Tefillin 59b, R. Yitzhak b. Abba Mari, Marseille, 12 c.

Our Sages taught: A left-handed person wears #fillin on his right which is his left. But is it not taught: He
wears it on his left, which is everyone else’s left! Said Abaye: That text is speaking of an ambidextrous
person. It seems that this is specifically the case with zfi//in, where the Torah itself demands he wear it on
the right hand, but in the case of /#lav, where the requirement to hold it in the right hand is only rabbinic,
and because of importance (wi-shum bashivuta) a left-handed person is like any other person and takes the

Inlay in his right hand. But if he reverses it, there is no serious concern, because it should not be worse than

tefillin,

E. Halitzah
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Mishnah Yevamot 12:2
If [the right-handed levir] performs jalitzah. .. with his left [foot|, his palitzab is invalid; but Rabbi Eliezer

validates it.
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Talmud Bavli Yevamot 104a
What is the reasoning [of the first opinion in our mishnah|? Ula said: We derive “leg” “leg” from the

metzora—ijust as there it is the right [foot], so too here it is the right.
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Sefer Mitzvot Gadol, Positive Commandment 53 (R. Moshe of Coucy, France, 13" c.)
My teacher [R. Yehudah Sirlion] wrote: Even one who is left-footed, it is done with his right [foot], since
the Torah requires “right” explicitly. You should know this, for behold the ear [in the Torah] for piercing [if

a slave wants to remain with his master, cf. Exodus 21] that we teach is the right [ear, even though it is not
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explicit] and there is no place there to disagree, for there is no more strength in [the derivation in] this [case

of palitzah] more than that [case of the ear piercing].
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Ra’aviah #894
And if he is left-handed, then his left is like the right of most people, as we say in Menahot regarding Zefillin,
and as I explained in the laws of /#lav. And there are those of our rabbis that are strict regarding the levir,
that if he is left-footed, he should do ja/itzah with both of them, the right shoe on the right and the left shoe

on the left. And if he is ambidextrous for feet or hands, then he can do it with his right.
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Hiddushei Ha-Ramban, Yevamot 104a (R. Moshe b. Nahman, Spain, 13™ c.)

We need to investigate which [leg] he does jalitzah with—if it is his left which is the right of most people, or
with his right that is the left of most people, or whether he cannot do palitzah at all... And if he has no leg
as I explained, then he cannot do Jalitzah at all, since he cannot complete the action [of removing the shoe

from his right, dominant foot], he cannot do jalitzah.
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Shulhan Arukh, Even Ha-Ezer 169:25
A left-footed person, there are those who say that he does falitzah with both of [his feet], with his right shoe
on the right and his left shoe on the left. And it is possible one who is doubtful would say that he has no

option. Note: And we practice according to the first explanation. ..
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