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I. Tanakh
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Bemidbar 10:10
And on your joyous occasions, appointed times and new-moons, you shall sound trumpets when offering
your burnt-offerings and well-being-offerings, and they shall be a reminder before your God; I am the Lord

your God.
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Vayikra 23:24
Speak to the Isracelite people thus: In the seventh month, on the first day of the month, you shall observe

complete rest, a sacred occasion commemorated with loud blasts.
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Bemidbar 29:1
In the seventh month, on the first day of the month, you shall observe a sacred occasion: you shall not work

at your occupations. You shall observe it as a day when the horn is sounded.
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Vayikra 25:9
Then you shall sound the horn loud; in the seventh month, on the tenth day of the month—the Day of

Atonement—ryou shall have the horn sounded throughout your land.
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Psalm 92:1-4
'A psalm. A song; for the sabbath day. *It is good to praise the Lord, to sing hymns to Your name, O Most
High, *to proclaim Your steadfast love at daybreak, Your faithfulness each night *with a ten-stringed harp,

with voice and lyre together.

I1. Second Temple
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Damascus Document XXI, translation from G. Vermes, The Complete Dead Sea Scrolls in English,
New York 1997

But should any man fall into water... let him not be pulled out with the aid of a ladder or rope or utensil.
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4Q265, translation from G. Vermes, The Complete Dead Sea Scrolls in English, New York 1997
But if a man falls into water on the Sabbath [day], he shall pass to him his garment to lift him out, but he

shall not carry an instrument [to lift him out].
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III. Rabbinic sources
A. The flute
A2 PRIy mIwn
TR IWW 5Y 10 RDY 1921 01wn PRMD PR AN O°YAIR DY PD0A KDY WIPN AYOPN DRI WY 1PNMD PR
NLIIW NWRI 70D NVAWA [7aNAT 197 1791 2297 JIw1 0 WY 20w WY DAY Y 1D°0M XYY PYO0N C1wn PRms

LTI MY I NIRY HW 230 012 70D HW PWRD 2 0121 21 10D

WIT PRYY KN2In

TN PP [P05IW 711D Niadl

AR P29V Kn2oin
AT MR ATV 2007 " N2WA DR M PR 200
Tosefta Arakhin 1:13
The flute does not supersede Shabbat. R. Yose bR. Yehudah says that it does.
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Tosefta Sukkah 4:14
The flute supersedes Shabbat for its first playing, according to R. Yose bR. Yehudah. The Sages say: It

does not even supersede Yom Tov.
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Mishnah Sukkah 5:1
The flute is played on either five or six days. This is the flute that was played as part of the water drawing

celebration; it supersedes neither Shabbat nor Yom Tov.
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B. Sound of silence
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Talmud Yerushalmi Beitzah 5:2, 63a

R. Yonah and his colleagues: One said: Clapping this way is permitted and this way is forbidden; the other
said: It is forbidden both ways—but we don’t know who said what. From the fact that R. Yonah said:
“There were elders who were clapping their hands backwards on Shabbat”, we learn that he is the one who
said clapping this way is permitted and this way is forbidden.

Rabbi was marrying off his son R. Shimon and people were clapping backwards on Shabbat. R. Meir passed
by and hear the sound and said: “Masters! Has Shabbat been permitted?”” Rabbi heard his voice and said:
“Who is here to lord it over us in our home?”... R. Meir heard his voice and ran away...

R. Elazar said: All noisemaking is forbidden on Shabbat.

R. Shmuel b. Rav Yitzhak said: My grandfather used to be the knocker for the synagogue.' R. Leil bR.
Elem used to bang on a chair. R. Illa was learning [late into the night] and came to his house and found
everyone asleep. He lay down on a ladder rather than knock on the door on Shabbat.

R. Yirmiyah used to learn with R. Imi’s son. [R. Imi] went to wake him up in the morning on Shabbat and

began knocking on the door. He said to him, “Abba, who permitted you to do that?”

! This follows Mordekhai Beitzah #696 against our printed version, which seems corrupt.
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C. Babylonian Amoraic developments: Musical or rhythmic noise
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Talmud Bavli Eruvin 104a

Ulla was visiting Rav Menashe’s house. A man came by and knocked on the door. Ulla said: Who is that?
May his body shudder (fezthal) for having violated (mabeil) Shabbat. Rabbah said to him: They only forbade

musical noise.

Abaye challenged him: “...we drip water [in a special instrument to make noise] for a sick person on

Shabbat.” For a sick person, yes; but for a well person, no! What kind of case are we talking about? Isn’t
this a case where he is sleeping and we are trying to wake him up? [Meaning, it is a harsh loud sound,] and
this indicates that we generally forbid making noise! No, it is a case where he is awake and trying to fall
asleep, and it makes a soothing sound.

He was challenged: One may guard his produce from birds and his squashes from wild animals on

Shabbat, provided he does not smack or clap or dance as he would during the week. Why? Isn’t this

because of the ban on making noise? Rav Aha b. Ya’akov said: [No,] it is a safeguard lest he pick up a clod
of carth...

It is taught in a mishnah: We draw water from the Golah well and from the Great Well with a wheel on
Shabbat. In the Temple, yes; but in the outlying areas, no! Why? Isn’t this because of the ban on making
noise? No, it is a safeguard lest he draw water for his garden and his collapsed building [where he now
grows vegetables].

Ameimar permitted drawing water with a wheel [on Shabbat] in Mehoza. He said: Why did the Sages
decree [that one may not draw water with a wheel]? Lest one draw water for one’s garden and collapsed

building. Here, there are no gardens nor collapsed buildings.
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Talmud Bavli Beitzah 30a
Rava b. Rav Hanin said to Abaye: We teach in a mwishnah that one may not clap nor smack nor dance, but we
see that everyone does this, and no one protests! He said to him... leave Israel alone, better they err than be

deliberate violators.

D. The anonymous Talmud: Turning a primary concern into a derivative one
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Talmud Bavli Beitzah 36b

They don’t smack, they don’t clap, and they don’t dance—a decree less one repairs a musical instrument.

IV. Four approaches: Medieval and modern sources
A. Avoiding loud noise
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R. Hananel on Eruvin 104b
Despite the fact that Rabbah deflected all the challenges brought against him, we do not rely on deflections,

and we do not simply reject Ulla’s established tradition.
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Magen Avot #10, R. Menahem Ha-Meiri, Provenge, 13"-14" c.

I also observed that these students [of the Ramban] used to play musical instruments on Shabbat, playing
harps and other instruments, without concern for any prohibition. I was amazed by this; how could they
have developed this practice? They claimed that the only ban was on smacking and clapping, which are very

loud noises, but other musical instruments were permitted.

B. Avoiding musical/rhythmic noise
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Rif Eruvin 35b

It makes sense to say that the halakhah follows Rava [=Rabbah],” who said that the only prohibition is on
musical noise, since Rav Aha b. Ya’akov defended this view, which means we follow it. Moteover,
Ameimar allowed them to use a wheel to draw water in Mehoza on Shabbat... that clearly shows that he
followed [Rabbah]; had he followed Ulla he would not have permitted, since the wheel makes noise! We
have seen that some of the masters [like R. Hananel] hold like Ulla and they rely on the Talmud
Yerushalmi... But we do not hold this way, for since the s#gya of our [=Babylonian] Talmud is permissive,
we don’t care if the Talmud Yerushalmi forbids, because we rely on our Talmud, for it is later, and [its
editors| were experts in the Talmud Yerushalmi more than we are. They would not have permitted here

unless they knew that the [countervailing] statement from the land of Israel was unreliable.

2 There is variation of this name in the manuscripts.
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Shulhan Arukh Orah Hayyim 338:1
Making noise with a musical instrument is forbidden, but knocking on a door and other similar action are

permitted, as long as it is not musical/rhythmic.

C. Derivative concerns
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Tosafot Beitzah 30a s.v. tenan
The Mishnah teaches that one may not clap or dance—Rashi explained [based on the Talmud] that this is
because of the fear that one will fix/make a musical instrument. But for us, these activities are permitted;
only in their time, when people had the skill to make musical instruments, did this concern apply. We have

no such skill and therefore there is no need for the decree.

WORW 7''7 X 7Y 107 7210 No9R NISOIN
77907 K21 1PO0R KD 122 W 59D 1PN XKW 21w XOR MOK 1R 29177 3"YR - NAwT DX K71 0" IR KD M7 0K

SN AW 21w ROR ART X032 1R 2IRY AR 1% WP Maw PRT "R (29 77 1302) Pwn '0T

VPN 1A NAW DRI NIV AN D0
D0 WpWRN T2°W 272 197991 13712 NI OR Mpwn MY WY MYwL Wpwpng AT 9y X717 0000 22K 0 ORI
9501 Y"IW NIDOIN WHW 11 RN RWNT RAVD IP°¥ 2 XTI W .0°717 0201 1017 MRT2 W XAw 00 N2

T XYY 2"K1,7°UR 072 101 NAWA P07 NAW2 22IMY "N9D HW 2O 1IMRW RNDA RWNR Y WY 3"H0Y 1100

RRRY=

MECHON HADAR
9



http://www.mechonhadar.org/

Center for Jewish Law and Values — Key Sources
Mousical Instruments on Shabbat and Yom Tov — Sivan 5776

TR WPWRR RITW 017 NI PR 2w 21 DY 01 932 1307 DO903W 2OV POW Wpwpna AT 023 970 ROMW KD

.2"9¥ 127 Ry 191 WYY 1997 P1097 w1 191590 MK PIpnn

SRWN 7290 270 2 NS - 3" ' AR
QR 129DRY MW PRIWVID W 2922 1307 M2 DR ,IRIOH ROR 10K KD T3P MDY W OW 191 129K YIR 10N
591,7°W 990 K92 771991 3007 aAW PRI MIXD 2I197R2) NIAY MY T°AKRT LOOW NAWT 212 MYYY 17 IR PR
WY AMNA DRIW AR 12°OKRY W 0702 1A 2307 3 IR WINI RPW RPHYA 77T DWW ROR PRIWH 70X WRW IR 1DW
e LAkl
Sefer Ra’aviah I11:795, R. Eliezer b. Yoel Ha-Levi, Germany, 12"-13" c.
I say that musical noise and that of clapping and dancing are only forbidden to Jews, but a non-Jew may play
a musical instrument at a wedding, and even if the Jew instructs him to play on Shabbat, this is permitted,
because telling a non-Jew to do something on Shabbat is only forbidden rabbinically, and this is permitted in
the context of a mitgvah. .. all the more so here where it is only forbidden to a Jew on account of a rabbinic

decree.

2:7OW 27 AR YW
DaN 7791 10 20 2w W, Y 207 PN 2fOYD 17 PHNY LT .NIDINA W V932 1A17 2™M0Yh P onn v

TP MDY PIV5 71 N 02 ININW DYYY , 9PT0 W N 012 v (PO 210 297m) 10N 853

Shulhan Arukh Orah Hayyim 338:2

Some permit telling a non-Jew to play musical instruments at a wedding celebration [on Shabbat|. Noze: One
may even tell the non-Jew to fix the musical instrument, on account of the honor of the bride and the groom, but otherwise, it is
Jforbidden. But nowadays, we have the practice to be lenient, [following the reasoning of the Tosafot that clapping and dancing

are now permitted).
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Shulhan Arukh Orah Hayyim 339:3

It is forbidden to clap hands or... dance on Shabbat, as a safeguard to prevent one from fixing a musical
instrument. Because of this same safeguard, it is also forbidden to drum one’s finger on the ground or on a
wall... as musicians do... clapping with the back of one's hand is permissible. Note: We see in our day that
people clap and dance on Shabbat, and rabbis do not stop them, becanse it is better that they sin unknowingly than knowingly.
Some say that nowadays all of these practices are allowed, becanse we do not know how to make musical instruments, so there is
no reason to take precautionary measures to prevent the making of musical instruments. Perhaps this is why people are lenient

with everything [on this issue].
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Magen Avraham 338:5
With regard to clapping [where the Tosafot said that it is permitted nowadays]—Since we are not skilled at
making musical instruments, we ought to have permitted playing musical instruments ourselves, therefore it

is certainly permitted to tell a non-Jew to do so.
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Responsa Mayyim Hayyim #133, Morocco/Israel, 20" c.
We can also distinguish this case and say that our Sages only forbade use of instruments on account of the
concern of fixing the instrument when it is common for the instrument to be in need of repair, such as in
the case of string instruments. It is quite common for the strings to snap on account of how tightly they are
fastened, and then one must tie them up with a permanent knot [which is a core violation of Shabbat and
Yom Tov]. Itis also common that the strings get weak and thinned out such that they must be removed
and replaced... But with respect to the phonograph, it doesn’t break until it is totally worn down, and the

only people who know how to fix it are professionals. In this case, our Sages certainly did not decree, and if
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so, we could say that everyone would agree that it is permitted to play it on Shabbat. Don’t say that we
should forbid the phonograph on account of string instruments—they themselves are only a safeguard!

Should we take the initiative to put a safeguard around a safeguard?

D. Muktzeh/ Avoiding tools on Shabbat and Yom Tov
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New Responsa Maharil 38:4, R. Ya’akov b. Moshe Moelin, Germany, 14*-15" c.

Knocking on a door with the item designated to make noise [door knocker] is forbidden by common
practice.

The permission to use one’s fist [to knock on the doot] seems to come from the Yerushalmi that discusses
how at Rabbi’s wedding party, people were clapping backwards with their hands... Our practice to knock
with a fist or with a leg [and not with the door knocker] is like knocking backwards.

Alternatively, [the practice of knocking with the knocker may be more strictly forbidden], since [the person
knocking] intends to make noise; it [is a problem because it] makes a big clamor, which is Rava’s reason for
why we forbid putting wheat in a water mill before Shabbat so that it will grind on Shabbat.

Even if you say it is permitted [to knock on a doot], as did Ra’aviah [because one is not intending to
generate music or rhythm and the permission to do so thus seems to be without limitation, such that it
would seem to include knocking with a knocker—EMT], this nonetheless falls under the rubric of actions
that are technically permitted but which others have forbidden [which one should then not permit in their
presence]. Maharam of Rothenberg dealt with this in the case of allowing Gentiles to light a furnace on
Shabbat. [Though he thought this was permitted,] people forbade this in his day out of a desire to be holy

and ascetic. Similarly, we have a practice to forbid something that is muktzeh on account of a
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prohibition, even for the purpose of using it or moving it [for permitted purposes], as is the case

with a metal lamp and a mallet and other similar things.
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Beit Yosef OH 338

I don’t understand [Maharil’s| reasoning. If he follows Ulla, then it should be forbidden to knock on the
door even without the knocker! And if he follows Rava, then it should be permitted even with the knocker,
since one is not intended to create rthythmic/musical noise! Perhaps we could say that even though he holds

like Rava, he is worried that if he uses the knocker, it will end up intended to make rhythmic noise?
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