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I. A brief history of the blessing

1. The Blessing

1) Accept, YHVH Our God, your nation Israel and their prayers.
2) Return the worship to Your sanctuary [/# speaking place of
Your house].

3) And the fires of Israel and their prayers receive with love and
acceptance.

4) And may the worship of Israel your nation be acceptable
always (tamid).

5) May our eyes witness Your return to Zion in mercy.

6) Blessed are You, YHVH, who returns His presence to Zion.

2. Mishnah Tamid 5:1
The appointed one said to them: “Bless one blessing!” They

>

blessed, read the ten commandments, “Sheza,” “If you hearken,’
“God said”.

The nation blessed three blessings: “True and firm”, “Worship”
and the priestly blessing. On Shabbat they would add one

blessing for the outgoing guard.

3. Mishnah Yoma 7:1
And he blessed on it eight blessings: On the Torah, on the

worship, on the thanksgiving, on the forgiveness of sin, on the
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Sanctuary on its own, on Israel on their own, (on Jerusalem on ,TAXY 2192 DRI DY ,0RY 2192 wIpnT
its own), on the priests on their own, and on the rest of the 3192 0237707 93 (FR%Y 2192 DU D3Y)
Amidah. 790N IR Y3 1A%y
4. Rashi to Babylonian Talmud Berakhot 11b N NI992 5933 TIhn "N
“Avodal”—For the worship they did, they would bless after it: T°272% 1YY ATava °2wa - A7
“Accept, YHVH our God, the worship of your nation Israel. ORI AV DTV IR T %" NN
And the fires of Israel and their prayers receive with acceptance. 7172 ,79%02 92PN 2NYoM PRI WK
Blessed... Who receives the worship of His nation Israel with MIOR,"IXN2 PRI MY DTV 2apni
acceptance.” Or: “Whom we alone worship in fear.” [The latter ST AR 7727 TRy

is also found in Geniza fragments and is likely to be original

—EK].

5. Comparison of Retgeih with two other berakhot in the Amidah
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6. Sifrei Devarim, Parashat Eikev 41 N7 NPOD 2pY N2 Q%927 150

Just as the service of the altar is called service (avodah), so too the 2 7712V 7°19P 72T NTIAYW QW)

Amidah is called service (avodah) STy 7P 798N
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I1. How do we understand sacrifice in prayer?

1. Robert Gordis, “A Jewish Prayer Book for the Modern Age,” Conservative Judaism 1 (1945), p. 16

In Rezzeib. .. the words Ve-ishei Yisrael could not be reinterpreted. When these two words are deleted, the

prayer becomes a fervent plea for restoration of the center of our faith to Jerusalem.

2. Tosafot on Menahot 110a

“Michael the archangel stands and sacrifices on it a sacrifice.”
There are divergent midrashinm on this: One says the souls of the
righteous. Others say he offers fiery sheep. This first opinion is
as we say in the eighteen blessings in the “avodah” blessing: The
zshei yisrael and their prayer, may You speedily receive with
acceptance. Also some explain the phrase ishei yisrael as depending
on what preceded it, that is: Return the worship to the sanctuary

of Your house, and the éshez yisrael as well.

3. Arokh Ha-Shulhan Orah Hayyim 120:1

The meaning of the offering of souls refers to those souls who
attain such ecstatic delight as they cleave, literally, to the supernal
light. This delight is infinite and limitless. And thus, the meaning

of korban (sacrifice) is derived from hitkarvut (drawing near).

4. Leviticus Rabbah 7:2

Rabbi Abba bar Yudan said: Whatever was declared unfit
concerning animals was declared kosher for people. Just as an
animal was declared unfit: “A blind or broken [animal...do not
offer to YHVH, don’t put fire to them...] (Leviticus 22:22); so a
human was declared fit: “A broken and dejected heart, God
doesn’t scorn” (Psalm 51:19).

R. Alexandri said: If 2 commoner uses a broken vessel, it is a

disgrace to him. But the Holy One Blessed be He, all of His
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vessels are broken, as it says: “God is close to the Xo1A" ,(v°:72 ©°%nn) "% Maw®
broken-hearted” (Psalm 34:19); “Who heals the broken-hearted ..(:map ow) "2% v’
(Psalm 147:3)...”

5. Jerusalem Talmud Berakhot 4:4, 8b 7 07 7 2D NSN3 MR Tmbn L5
Rabbi Pinhas, Rabbi Levi, and Rabbi Yohanan said in the name of 7"/ 3
Menahem Degalia: The one who passes before the ark [i.e. leads aighfaRai7mBhiri kI impReght R
the prayers]: Don’t say to him: “Come and pray.” Rather: 12 IR PR 72707 2197 12WW T RO9AT

“Come and sacrifice/draw near. Offer our sacrifices! Satisfy our L1192 WY ,27P1 K12 XX ,999007 K12

needs! Wage our battles! Appease on our behalfl” ATV 07D 1MANA TWY 108 AWy
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