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I. Does Kedushah require a minyan?

Mishnah Megillah 4:3

The Shema may not be repeated (by the leader),

nor may any one go before the ark (to lead the Amidah),

nor may priests raise their hands [to say the priest's blessing],
nor may people read in the Torah, nor read a section from the
Prophets;

nor may they perform the funeral halts,

nor may the blessing for mourners be said,

nor the seven blessings said on the celebration of a marriage,
neither may the [Divine] name mentioned [in the blessing after
the meals],

when less than ten are present.

Massekhet Soferim 10:6

The Shema may not be repeated (by the leader), neither
standing nor sitting

nor may any one go before the ark (to lead the Amidah),

nor may priests raise their hands [to say the priest's blessing],
nor may people read in the Torah, nor read a section from the
Prophets;

nor may they perform the funeral halts...
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And they don’t say “kadosh” and “bless” with less than
ten.

And our rabbis in the west (Palestine) said: Seven.

They gave a reason for their words: When locks go
untrimmed in Israel, When people dedicate themselves—DBless
the Lord!” (Judges 5:2).

Based on the number of words in this verse. And some say

even six, for “bless” is the sixth word of the verse.

Soferim 16:9

A person of age, when he leads responsive Shema, can say
“holy,” for he is like the orderer. But the “holy” of the
amidah, since one has to say: “We will extol and sanctify

You,” it isn’t logical to say it with less than ten.

II. Earliest references to Kedushah in Rabbinic literature

Tosefta Berakhot (Lieberman) 1:9

They do not answer with the one who leads the blessing.
Rabbi Yehudah would answer with the one who leads the
blessing: “Holy, Holy, Holy etc.” and “Blessed [Be the Glory
of YHVH from Its Place]. All these R. Yehudah would read

with the one who leads the blessing.

Jerusalem Talmud Berakhot 5:3; 9¢c

Batiti was quiet in the “Ofanim.”

They came and asked R. Abun.

R. Abun said to them in the name of R. Yehoshua ben Levi:
The one who replaces him should begin in the place where he

stopped.
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They said to him: But haven’t we learned: “From the
beginning of the blessing in which he made an error?”
He said to them: Since you answered “Kedushah”, it is like

one who started the blessing.

Talmud Bavli Berakhot 21b

Rav Huna said: One who enters the synagogue and finds the
public praying [the Amidah], if he can begin and end [his own
private Amidah] before the leader gets to the Modim blessing,
he should pray [the Amidah]. And if he can’t, he shouldn’t
pray.

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: If he can begin and end
before the leader gets to the “holy” (according to
manuscripts), he should pray. And if he can’t, he shouldn’t
pray.

What are they disagreeing about?

One position holds that an individual can say “holy” and the
other position says that an individual cannot say “holy.”
Indeed, Rav Adda bar Ahava says: What is the scriptural
source that an individual cannot say “holy?” As it says: “I
shall be sanctified in the midst of the children of Israel”

(Leviticus 22:32)...

II1. Text of Kedushah and its sources

Shabbat Shaharit

We will sanctify Your name in this world as they sanctify it in
the high heavens, as it is written by Your prophet: “And they
call out to one another, saying:

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of His
lory.”
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Then with the sound of a mighty roaring, powerful and great,
they make their voices heard, as they rise up towards the
Serafim, and facing them, exclaim “Blessed!”

“Blessed be the glory of the Lord from His place!”

From Your place, O our King, reveal Yourself and reign over
us, for we wait for You. When will You reign in Zion? Let it
be soon, and in our days; and dwell there forever. Then You
will be exalted and sanctified in the midst of Jerusalem, Your
own city, forever and to all eternity. May our eyes see Your
kingdom, as stated in Your glorious Psalms uttered by David,
Your righteous anointed:

“The Lord your God, O Zion, will reign forever, throughout all
generations, Hallelnyah!”

Throughout all generations we will declare Your greatness,
and to all eternity we will proclaim Your holiness. Your
praise, O our God, shall never depart from our mouth, for
You are a great and holy God and King.

Blessed are You, Lord, the Holy God.

Shabbat Musaf

We will revere You and sanctify You with those very words
uttered by the assembly of the holy Serafim who hallow Your
name in the sanctuary; as it is written by Your prophet:
“They call out to one another, saying:

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of His
lory.”

His glory fills the universe. His ministering angels ask each
other, “Where is the place of His glory?” Those facing them
reply, “Blessed!”

“Blessed be the glory of the Lord from His place!”

From His place may He turn in mercy, and be gracious to the
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people who constantly proclaim with love the unity of His
name twice each day, as they recite the Shema morning and
evening:

“Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.”

He is our God, He is our Father, He is our King, He is our
Savior. Once again He will in His mercy proclaim to us in the
presence of all living His promise to be Your God.

“T am the Lord your God.”

And in Your holy words it is written:

“The Lord your God, O Zion, will reign forever, throughout all
generations, Halleluyah!”

Throughout all generations we will declare Your greatness,
and to all eternity we will proclaim Your holiness. Your
praise, O our God, shall never depart from our mouth, for
You are a great and holy God and King.

Blessed are You, Lord, the Holy God.

Isaiah 6:1-13

'In the year that King Uzziah died, I beheld my Lord seated
on a high and lofty throne; and the skirts of His robe filled
the Temple. “Seraphs stood in attendance on Him. Each of
them had six wings: with two he covered his face, with two he
covered his legs, and with two he would fly.

’And one would call to the other, “Holy, holy, holy! The
LORD of Hosts! His presence fills all the earth!”

“The doorposts would shake at the sound of the one who
called, and the House kept filling with smoke. I cried, “Woe
is me; I am lost!

For I am a man of unclean lips

And I live among a people

Of unclean lips;
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Yet my own eyes have beheld

The King LORD of Hosts.”

“Then one of the seraphs flew over to me with a live coal,
which he had taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. "He
touched it to my lips and declared,

“Now that this has touched your lips,

Your guilt shall depart

And your sin be purged away.”

*Then I heard the voice of my Lord saying, “Whom shall I
send? Who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send
me.” ’And He said,

“Go, say to that people:

‘Hear, indeed, but do not understand;

See, indeed, but do not grasp.’

""Dull that people’s mind,

Stop its ears,

And seal its eyes—

Lest, seeing with its eyes

And hearing with its ears,

It also grasp with its mind,

And repent and save itself.”

"T asked, “How long, my Lord?” And He replied:

“Till towns lie waste without inhabitants

And houses without people,

And the ground lies waste and desolate—

"“For the LORD will banish the population—

And deserted sites are many

In the midst of the land.

“But while a tenth part yet remains in it, it shall repent. It

shall be ravaged like the terebinth and the oak, of which
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stumps are left even when they are felled: its stump shall be a

holy seed.”

Ezekiel 3:10-15

""Then He said to me: “Mortal, listen with your ears and

receive into your mind all the words that I speak to you. ''Go

to your people, the exile community, and speak to them. Say
to them: Thus says the Lord GOD—whether they listen or
not.” "“Then a spirit carried me away, and behind me I heard
a great roaring sound: “Blessed is the Presence of the
LORD, in His place,” Pwith the sound of the wings of the
creatures beating against one another, and the sound of the
wheels beside them—a great roaring sound. A spirit seized
me and carried me away. I went in bitterness, in the fury of
my spirit, while the hand of the LORD was strong upon me.
And I came to the exile community that dwelt in Tel Abib
by the Chebar Canal, and I remained where they dwelt. And

for seven days I sat there stunned among them.

Psalm 146

"Hallelujah.

Praise the LORD, O my soul!

°I will praise the LORD all my life,

sing hymns to my God while I exist.

’Put not your trust in the great,

in mortal man who cannot save.

*His breath departs; he returns to the dust;
on that day his plans come to nothing.

*Happy is he who has the God of Jacob for his help,
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whose hope is in the LORD his God,

*maker of heaven and earth,

the sea and all that is in them;

who keeps faith forever;

"who secures justice for those who are wronged,
gives food to the hungry.

The LORD sets prisoners free;

*The LORD restores sight to the blind;

the LORD makes those who are bent stand straight;
the LORD loves the righteous;

’The LORD watches over the stranger;

He gives courage to the orphan and widow,

but makes the path of the wicked tortuous.
""The LORD shall reign forever,

your God, O Zion,

for all generations.

Hallelujah.

IV. Angels don’t know where God is

Shemot Rabbah 23:15

The heavenly beasts (bayyo?) that carry the throne do not
perceive the Image (of God). When their time comes to
recite song (before God), they say: Where is He? We don’t
know if he is here or in another place! But wherever He is,
“blessed is the glory of YHVH from His place.”

But those who went up from the (Reed) Sea—each and every
one of them showed with their finger and said: “This is my

God and I shall glorify Him” (Exodus 15:2).
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