The Perfect Gi

A Study Guide for Tu Bishvat 5781
Before reading the midrash, think about a special gi you were once given.
● Was it important to you to take care of that gi ?
● If anything bad ever happened to that gi , how would that make you feel?
● Do you think you would be able to replace it if it were destroyed or lost?

Kohelet Rabbah 7:13

When God created the first human, God took him and
led him round all the trees of the Garden of Eden and
said to him: “Look at My works, how beautiful and
remarkable they are! And all that I have created, it was
for you that I created it. Pay attention that you do not
damage and destroy My world: if you damage it, there is
no one to repair it a er you.

יג:קהלת רבה ז
בְּשָׁ עָ ה שֶׁ בּ ָָרא הַ קָּ דוֹשׁ בָּרוּ הוּא אֶ ת
 נְטָ לוֹ ו ְהֶ חֱ זִירוֹ עַ ל כָּל,אָדָ ם הָ ִראשׁוֹן
 ְראֵ ה מַ עֲ שַׂ י, ו ְאָמַ ר לוֹ,אִ י ָלנֵי גַּן עֵ דֶ ן
 וְכָל מַ ה,כַּמָּ ה נָאִ ים וּמְ שֻׁ בָּחִ ין הֵ ן
ְ תֵּ ן דַּ עְ תּ,שֶּׁ בּ ָָראתִ י בִּשְׁ בִי ְל בּ ָָראתִ י
,שֶׁ א תְ קַ לְקֵ ל ו ְתַ חֲ ִריב אֶ ת עוֹלָמִ י
. שֶׁ אִ ם קִ לְקַ לְתָּ אֵ ין מִ י שֶׁ י ְתַ קֵּ ן אַחֲ ֶרי

This midrash describes God giving Adam a tour of the Garden of Eden, showing him the
beautiful trees. Adam is told that they are all created for him. He is also warned that he
should pay attention to not damage the world because no one else will repair the damage.
●
●
●

What do you think it means that God created the trees for humans?
What exactly does God warn Adam to do? What responsibilities do humans have for
the trees, and why?
What causes damage to trees, and what can you do to prevent or repair it?

