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I. Akeidat Yitzhak and Ancestral Merit
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1. Bereishit 22

Some time afterward, God put Abraham to the test. He said to him, “Abraham,” and he
answered, “Here | am.” And He said, “Take your son, your favored one, Isaac, whom you love,
and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the heights that
| will point out to you.”

So early next morning, Abraham saddled his ass and took with him two of his servants and his
son, Isaac. He split the wood for the burnt offering, and he set out for the place of which God
had told him. On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place from afar. Then Abraham
said to his servants, “You stay here with the ass. The boy and | will go up there; we will worship
and we will return to you.”

Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and put it on his son Isaac. He himself took the
firestone and the knife; and the two walked off together. Then Isaac said to his father
Abraham, “Father!” And he answered, “Yes, my son.” And he said, “Here are the firestone and
the wood; but where is the sheep for the burnt offering?” And Abraham said, “God will see to
the sheep for His burnt offering, my son.” And the two of them walked on together.

They arrived at the place of which God had told him. Abraham built an altar there; he laid out
the wood; he bound his son Isaac; he laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. And Abraham
picked up the knife to slay his son.

Then an angel of the Lord called to him from heaven: “Abraham! Abraham!” And he answered,
“Here l am.” And he said, “Do not raise your hand against the boy, or do anything to him. For
now | know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your favored one, from
Me.”

When Abraham looked up, his eye fell upon a ram, caught in the thicket by its horns. So
Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering in place of his son. And
Abraham named that site Adonai-yireh, whence the present saying, “On the mount of the Lord
there is vision.”

The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, “By Myself |
swear, the Lord declares: Because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your
favored one, | will bestow My blessing upon you and make your descendants as numerous as
the stars of heaven and the sands on the seashore; and your descendants shall seize the gates
of their foes. All the nations of the earth shall bless themselves by your descendants, because
you have obeyed My command.” Abraham then returned to his servants, and they departed
together for Beer-sheba; and Abraham stayed in Beer-sheba.
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1. What sacrifice(s) does Abraham offer? What makes that sacrifice meaningful?
How would you characterize Abraham in this text? How would you characterize God?

3. Why do we read this text on Rosh HaShanah? What does it tell us about our relationship
to God?
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2. Rashi on Bereishit 22:2

YOUR SON - Abraham said to God, “I have two sons.” “He answered him, “Your only son.”
Abraham said, “This one is the only son of his mother and the other is the only son of his
mother.” God then said, “the one whom thou lovest.” Abraham replied, “I love both of them.”
Whereupon God said “even Isaac.”

THE LAND OF MORIAH - This is Jerusalem, and so we find in Chronicles (2 Chronicles 3:1) “To
build the house of the Lord at Jerusalem in Mount Moriah".
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3. Palestinian Talmud Ta’anit 12a
Rabbi Bibi Abba said in the name of Rabbi Yohanan: “Abraham said before the Holy One,
Blessed be He: Master of the World! It is revealed and known before you that when you told
me to offer Isaac, my son, as a sacrifice | could have argued with you--yesterday you told me |
would have descendents through Isaac, and today you tell me to offer him as a sacrifice? But
God forbid, | did not argue; instead | conquered my will and | did your bidding. So may it be
Your will, my God, that when Isaac’s children will be in distress and there is no one to defend
them Before you, You yourself will judge them favorably and act as their defender, and
remember the binding of Isaac their father and, and be filled with compassion for them.
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4, Babylonian Talmud Rosh HaShanah 16a

Rabbi Abbahu said: Why do we blow the shofar with the horn of a ram? Because The Holy One
Blessed be He said: Blow with the horn of a ram so that | will remember the binding of Isaac,
son of Abraham, and | will consider it as if you offered yourself as a sacrifice before me.

Il. Refusing to be Comforted: Rachel and Her Sons
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5.Yirmiyahu 31: 15-17

Thus said the Lord: A cry is heard in Ramah—wailing, bitter weeping—Rachel weeping for her
children. She refuses to be comforted For her children, who are not there. Thus said the Lord:
Restrain your voice from weeping, Your eyes from shedding tears; For there is a reward for
your labor—declares the Lord: They shall return from the enemy’s land. And there is hope for
your future—declares the Lord: Your children shall return to their country.

1. How does this text interact with Bereishit 22? What themes do they share?
How would you characterize Rachel in this text? How would you characterize God?

3. Is there a sacrifice in this text? Does Rachel offer a sacrifice elsewhere in the Torah? If so,
what might it be?

>—-TV:n"7 N'WUXM1 .6

ANT72 ANWRDA DI ANT72 Wl 7070 T7RENIN9N KA YIRDTNNRD TV 7K NN 1ot
IAXI MIRTR INY KPRENDN 12 AYDI NIRYA 'R 7 NTTDATD KD NT7IND A7 MNAI
NN NI ANTAP7Y DAY PY! ¥ 1DN7 N2 RID ANI9K AT NAFAL 700 DAL N 17772
DifDTTY YN

6. Bereishit 35:16-20
They set out from Bethel; but when they were still some distance short of Ephrath, Rachel was
in childbirth, and she had hard labor. When her labor was at its hardest, the midwife said to
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her, “Have no fear, for it is another boy for you.” But as she breathed her last—for she was
dying—she named him Ben-oni; but his father called him Benjamin. Thus Rachel died. She was
buried on the road to Ephrath—now Bethlehem. Over her grave Jacob set up a pillar; it is the
pillar at Rachel’s grave to this day.
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7. Bereishit Rabbah 82:10

And Rachel died and was buried on the road to Efrat, etc. (Gen. 35.19). What did Jacob see that
caused him to bury Rachel on the road to Efrat? He foresaw that the exiles would pass by there
[as they were being carried off by Nebukhadnezzar]. Therefore he buried her there that she
might implore [God] for mercy on their behalf, as it is written: Rachel, weeping for her
children, etc. ... Thus says the Lord, “Restrain your voice from weeping etc. . . . For there is
hope for your future" etc. (Jer 31:15-17).
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8. Bereishit 36: 29-35

When Reuben returned to the pit and saw that Joseph was not in the pit, he rent his clothes.
Returning to his brothers, he said, “The boy is not there! Now, what am | to do?” Then they
took Joseph’s tunic, slaughtered a kid, and dipped the tunic in the blood. They had the
ornamented tunic taken to their father, and they said, “We found this. Please examine it; is it
your son’s tunic or not?” He recognized it, and said, “My son’s tunic! A savage beast devoured
him! Joseph was torn by a beast!” Jacob rent his clothes, put sackcloth on his loins, and
observed mourning for his son many days. All his sons and daughters sought to comfort him;
but he refused to be comforted, saying, “No, | will go down mourning to my son in She’ol.”
Thus his father bewailed him.
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I1l. A Different Understanding of Rachel’s Sacrifice
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9. Midrash Eikhah Rabbah, Petihta

Immediately Abraham began to speak before God, and he said: “Master of the Universe! When
| was one hundred years old you gave me a son, and when he reached maturity and was a
young man of thirty seven years, you told me to offer him as a sacrifice before you; and | made
myself cruel and I had no mercy on him, rather I myself subdued him. Will you not remember
this and have mercy on my children?”

At that moment, Rachel our mother sprang up before the Blessed Holy One and said: “Master
of the Universe, it is revealed before you that your servant Jacob loved me excessively, and
worked for my father for seven years in order to be with me. And when those seven years were
up and it was time to marry my husband, my father plotted to switch me with my sister. | was
greatly pained when | found out, and let my husband know; | gave him signals so that he could
distinguish between my sister and me, so that my father would not be able to switch us. But
then | reconsidered. | abided my desire and had mercy on my sister, so that she wouldn’t be
put to shame. So that night they switched my sister for me, and | gave her the signals | had
given to my husband, so that he would think she was Rachel. And not only that, | even got
under the bed where he was lying with my sister so that when he talked to her, she was quiet
and | answered each and every time, so that he wouldn’t recognize my sister’s voice. | was
charitable with her; | wasn’t jealous, and didn’t let her be disgraced.
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And if I, a creature of flesh and blood, dust and dirt, was not jealous of my rival, and did not
allow her to be disgraced or shamed, why then should you, a King who lives forever and is
merciful, be jealous of idolatry in which there is no substance? For you have exiled my
children, and they have been slain by the sword, and their enemies have done with them as
they pleased!”

Immediately the compassion of the Blessed Holy One was stirred, and God said, “For your
sake, Rachel, | will return Israel to their place.” As it is written, A voice on a height is heard,
wailing and bitter weeping; Rachel weeping for her children, refusing to be comforted for her
children, for they are not. And it is written, Thus says the Lord, “Restrain your voice from
weeping and your eyes from tears, for there is a reward for your labor,” etc. And it is written,
And there is hope for your future — an oracle of the Lord — your children shall return to their
own border (Yirmiyahu 31:15-17).

IV. Sisters, God, and Us
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Mishnah Ta’anit 4:8

Rabban Simeon ben Gamaliel says, “Never were more joyous festivals in Israel than the 15" of
Ab and the day of atonement, for on them the maidens of Jerusalem used to go out dressed in
white garments—borrowed ones, in order not to cause shame to those who had them not of
their own;—these clothes were also to be previously immersed, and thus they went out and
danced in the vineyards, saying, Young men, look and observe well whom you are about to
choose [as a spouse]; regard not beauty [alone], but rather look to a virtuous family, for
‘Gracefulness is deceitful, and beauty is a vain thing, but the woman that feareth the Lord, she
is worthy of praise’ (Prov. 31:3); and it is also said (Prov. 31:31), Give her of the fruit of her
hands, and let her own works praise her in the gates., And thus is it said [in allusion to this
custom], 'Go out, maidens of Jerusalem, and look on King Solomon, and on the crown
wherewith his mother has encircled [his head] on the day of his espousals, and on the day of
the gladness of his heart, (Cant. iii. 11); ‘the day of his espousals, alludes to the day of the gift
of the law, and ‘the day of the gladness of his heart, was that when the building of the Temple
was completed.” May it soon be rebuilt in our days. Amen!
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11. Shemot Rabbah 52

R’ Shimon bar Yohai asked R’ Elazar bar R’ Yosi: is it possible that you heard from your father
what is this crown with which his mother crowned him? He replied: Yes. It is like a king who
had an only daughter. He loved her too much and would call her ‘my daughter’ He kept loving
her until he called her ‘my sister’ and until he called her ‘my mother. So too, at first the Holy
One call Israel daughter, as it says “Hearken, daughter, and see, and incline your ear, and
forget your people and your father's house” (Psalms 45:11). He kept loving them to the point
of calling them ‘my sister, as it says “...Open for me, my sister, my beloved, my dove, my
perfect one, for my head is full of dew, my locks with the drops of the night” (Song of Songs
5:2). He did not cease to love them to the point of calling them ‘my mother, (imi) as it says
“Hearken to Me, My people, and My nation (u’lumi), bend your ears to Me, when Torah shall
emanate from Me, and My judgment shall be for the light of the peoples, | will give them rest”
(Isaiah 51:4). R’ Shimon bar Yohai stood up and kissed him on his head.
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