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Vayikra 12:1-4

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to the Israelite people thus: When a woman
at childbirth bears a male, she shall be unclean seven days; she shall be unclean as at
the time of her menstrual infirmity.— On the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be
circumcised.— She shall remain in a state of blood purification for thirty-three days: she
shall not touch any consecrated thing, nor enter the sanctuary until her period of

purification is completed....

Vayikra Rabbah 14:1
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"A woman when she gives seed (conceives)"
[Leviticus 12:2]: That's what is written, "You
have created me behind and before." [Psalms
139:5]
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1. Said Rabbi Yochanan: If man merits, he ,NinY%iy Q¢ 7nih DTN
inherits two worlds, this one and the NIN KT ,N2D! NT0
coming one, that's what is written: "You LAY DTR) NINK DT
have created me behind and before ['T |M7 X2 IN7 DN|
(front)." And if not, he comes to give 0'7NN) NNY L jiawn|
reckoning, as it says, "And You laid your | ,n292 "2y nvni (0,077
hand (kapcha) on me." [ibid], as it is 92 (XD ,2' AI'R) AT
written, [Job 13:21] "Withdraw your hand 7000 "2un

(kapcha) far from me." AN N2 7xINY A0 X .2

2. Said Rav Shmuel bar Nachman: When
the Holy One, blessed be He, created
the first man, he created him as an
androgynous being. Reish Lakish: When
it was created, dual faces [together]
were created, and it was cut, and two
were made. [One] back was male, [one]
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back was female. They challenged him:
[Genesis 2:21] "And He took one of his
ribs (tzela)"!? He said to them, it is of his
sides, as it is written, "and to the side
(tzela) of the Tabernacle" [Exodus
26:20].

. Said Rabbi Berachiya and Rabbi Chelbo
and Rabbi Shmuel bar Nachman: When
God created the first man, from one end
of the world to the other end, He created
him to fill the entire world. How do we
know from east to west? As it says, "You
created me back to east (kedem)." How
do we know from north to south? As it
says, [Deuteronomy 4:32] "From the
ends of the heavens to the ends of the
heavens." How do we know that it was
the expanse of the world? As it says,
"And You laid your hand on me."

. Said Rabbi Elazar: "Behind" - that's the

first day [of creation]. "Before" - that's
the last day. For the opinion of Rabbi
Elazar, there is the verse, [Genesis
1:24]: "Let the earth bring forth the living
soul (nefesh chaya) to its kind." "Living
soul" - that's the spirit of the first man.
Said Reish Lakish: "Behind" - that's the
last day. "Before" - that's the first day.
For the opinion of Reish Lakish, there is
the verse: [Genesis 1:2] "And the spirit
of God wavered upon the water" - that is
the spirit of the king messiah. If man
merits, we say to him: "You were
created before all of creation." If not, we
say to him, "The mosquito preceded
you."

. Said Rabbhi Yishmale b'Rabbi Tanchum:

"Behind" on all creation, "before" (first) in
all punishments.
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6. Said Rabbi Yochanan: Even man's o177 QX MIX pNI' A .6
praise only comes last, as it says ,NNNDNA RN X2 N7
[Psalms 148:110]: "Beasts and all cattle ((* ,Mmp 0'70N) "MNIY
creeping things and flying fowl". And wn nnna 721 n‘Nn
afterwards, [Psalms 148:11]: "Kings of 70 72 NXI L9 iDY]
the earth and all peoples.” .0mx7 91 Y

7. Said Rabbi Simlai: "Just like man's QY !Ny a0y L7
formation was after beast, cattle, and ANX DX 7Y Ny
bird, so too his laws are after beast, inYin 32 ,9iv1 N0 NRN2
cattle, and bird, and that's what is NXTD ,9iV] 0D "R NNX
written, "This is the law of cattle" (M X RP) AT NN
[Leviticus 11:46], and afterwards, "A ANX],NANAD MIRA NNT
woman when she gives seed..." VM7 I NYN D
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Psalm 139

For the leader. Of David. A psalm. O LORD, You have examined me and know me.
When | sit down or stand up You know it; You discern my thoughts from afar. You
observe my walking and reclining, and are familiar with all my ways. There is not a word
on my tongue but that You, O LORD, know it well. You hedge me before and behind;
You lay Your hand upon me. It is beyond my knowledge; it is a mystery; | cannot
fathom it. Where can | escape from Your spirit? Where can | flee from Your presence? If



| ascend to heaven, You are there; if | descend to Sheol, You are there too. If | take
wing with the dawn to come to rest on the western horizon, even there Your hand will be
guiding me, Your right hand will be holding me fast. If | say, “Surely darkness will
conceal me, night will provide me with cover,” darkness is not dark for You; night is as

Ilght as day darkness and Ilght are the same. Jma.slaummg&neated_mmnsm&ncg

me;uuemmmhmny_LaMMMnHow welghty Your thoughts seem to me,

O God, how great their number! | count them—they exceed the grains of sand; | end—
but am still with You. O God, if You would only slay the wicked— you murderers, away
from me!— who invoke You for intrigue, Your enemies who swear by You falsely. O
LORD, You know | hate those who hate You, and loathe Your adversaries. | feel a
perfect hatred toward them; | count them my enemies. Examine me, O God, and know
my mind; probe me and know my thoughts. See if | have vexatious ways, and guide me
in ways everlasting.
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