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1. Avot D’Rebbe Natan 26
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Rabbi Eliezer HaKappar would say: Do not be like the
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reach. And do not be like the upper beam, which
[displays] engraved images, nor like the middle beam,
which knocks into the legs. Rather, be like the threshold,
which everyone steps on, and which will remain standing
even when the rest of the building has been destroyed.
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2. Nedarim 50b-51a

.N1DT L2

On a day when Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi would laugh, calamity
would befall the world, as Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi’s sufferings
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would atone for the sins of the Jewish people. He therefore | |'vaIx 7 X32'0! D' TAR X7 X972
said to bar Kappara: Do not cause me to laugh, and | will give DTN TN AN YN A
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large palm basket, smeared it with tar, and overturned it ['Y2IX I 77" AN TN

upon his head, and went, and said to Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi: | 71X 21 3InX 32 X'WNT'9'N 12

Let the Master measure for me the forty se’a of wheat that | MY DTN X7TAMINTR INT Y

am owed by you. Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi laughed at this and
said to him: Did | not warn you not to make me laugh? He
said to him: What | am taking from you is simply the wheat
that | am owed by you.
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3. Nedarim 50b-51a
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The Gemara relates: Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi made a party for Rabbi
Shimon, his son. Someone wrote on the canopy: 24,000 myriad
dinars were expended on this canopy, and nevertheless Rabbi
Yehudah HaNasi did not invite bar Kappara to the wedding. The
insulted bar Kappara said to Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi: If to those who
transgress God’s will their reward is such, all the more so those
who perform His will are to be rewarded. Upon hearing his
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reaction, Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi invited him. Bar Kappara then
said: If to those who perform His will their reward is such in this
world, all the more so will they be rewarded in the World-to-Come.

Bar Kappara said to the daughter of Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi, whose
husband’s name was ben Elasa: Tomorrow | will drink wine at your
father’s dancing and your mother’s singing [kirekanei].

Bar Kappara said to Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi at the wedding: What is
the meaning of the word to’eva, abomination? Whatever it was
that Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi said to bar Kappara in explanation,
claiming that this is the meaning of to’eva, bar Kappara refuted it
by proving otherwise. Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi said to him: You
explain it. Bar Kappara said to him: Let your wife come and pour
me a goblet of wine. She came and poured him wine. Bar Kappara
then said to Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi: Arise and dance for me, so that
| will tell you the meaning of the word: This is what the Merciful
Oneis saying in the Torah in the word to’eva: You are straying after
it [to’e ata bah].

When they came to drink another cup, bar Kappara said to him:
What is the meaning of the word tevel, perversion? abbi Yehudah
HaNasi said various explanations to him, as he did the previous
time, which were all refuted again by bar Kappara. Bar Kappara
then said to him: Perform for me as you did before, so that | will tell
you. RabbiYehudah HaNasi did so. Bar Kappara then said to him
that the phrase: “It is tevel” means: Does it have any spice [tevalin
yesh bah]?

Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi said to bar Kappara: And what is the
meaning of the word zimma, lewdness, as in the verse: “They are
near kinswomen; it is lewdness [zimma]” (Leviticus 18:17), stated
with regard to a man who engages in sexual intercourse with a
woman and her daughter? He said to him: Perform for me as you
did the previous time. Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi did so, and bar
Kappara said to him that zimma means: What is she [zo ma hi]?
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This man would be confused about how to refer to his wives; his
wife is also his other wife’s mother or daughter. Ben Elasa could
not tolerate Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi’s humiliation, so he and his

wife arose and left the wedding.

In what other context is ben Elasa mentioned? He is mentioned in
a baraita, as it is taught: Ben Elasa did not dispense his money on
his special haircut for naught. Rather, he spent it to show others

what the haircut of a High Priest looked like.
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4. Jerusalem Talmud Moed Katan 3:1
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...Rebbi honored Ben Elasa. Bar Qappara said
to him, everybody is asking Rebbi, only you
are not asking Rebbi. He asked him, what to
ask? He said to him, ask: “From Heaven she
looks down, she is busy in her house; boys see
her and hide, old men rise and stand. The one
who flees says, ho, ho, and the one caught is
caughtin his sin.” Rebbi turned around and
saw him laughing. Rebbi said, | do not know
you, old man. He understood that he would
not be ordained during his lifetime.
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5. Shabbat 88b
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And Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: When Moses ascended on High to
receive the Torah, the ministering angels said before the Holy One,
Blessed be He: Master of the Universe, what is one born of a woman
doing here among us? The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to them: He
came to receive the Torah. The angels said before Him: The Torah is a
hidden treasure that was concealed by you 974 generations before the
creation of the world, and you seek to give it to flesh and blood? As it
is stated: “The word which He commanded to a thousand generations”
(Psalms 105:8). Since the Torah, the word of God, was given to the
twenty-sixth generation after Adam, the first man, the remaining 974
generations must have preceded the creation of the world. “What is
man that You are mindful of him and the son of man that You think of
him?” (Psalms 8:5). Rather, “God our Lord, how glorious is Your name
in all the earth that Your majesty is placed above the heavens” (Psalms
8:2). The rightful place of God’s majesty, the Torah, is in the heavens.

The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to Moses: Provide them with an
answer as to why the Torah should be given to the people.

Moses said before Him: Master of the Universe, | am afraid lest they
burn me with the breath of their mouths. God said to him: Grasp My
throne of glory for strength and protection, and provide them with an
answer. And from where is this derived? As it is stated: “He causes him
to grasp the front of the throne, and spreads His cloud over it” (Job
26:9), and Rabbi Nahum said: This verse teaches that God spread the
radiance of His presence and His cloud over Moses.

Moses said before Him: Master of the Universe, the Torah that You are
giving me, what is written in it?
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God said to him: “l am the Lord your God Who brought you out of
Egypt from the house of bondage” (Exodus 20:2).

Moses said to the angels: Did you descend to Egypt? Were you
enslaved to Pharaoh? Why should the Torah be yours?

Again Moses asked: What else is written in it? God said to him: “You
shall have no other gods before Me” (Exodus 20:3).

Moses said to the angels: Do you dwell among the nations who
worship idols that you require this special warning?

Again Moses asked: What else is written in it?

The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to him: “Remember the Shabbat day
to sanctify it” (Exodus 20:8).

Moses asked the angels: Do you perform labor that you require rest
fromit?

Again Moses asked: What else is written in it?

“Do not take the name of the Lord your God in vain” (Exodus 20:7),
meaning that it is prohibited to swear falsely.

Moses asked the angels: Do you conduct business with one another
that may lead you to swear falsely?

Again Moses asked: What else is written in it?

The Holy One, Blessed be He, said to him: “Honor your father and your
mother” (Exodus 20:12).

Moses asked the angels: Do you have a father or a mother that would
render the commandment to honor them relevant to you?
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Again Moses asked: What else is written in it? God said to him: “You
shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal”
(Exodus 20:13)

Moses asked the angels: Is there jealousy among you, or is there an evil
inclination within you that would render these commandments
relevant?

Immediately they agreed with the Holy One, Blessed be He, that He
made the right decision to give the Torah to the people, and as it is
stated: “God our Lord, how glorious is Your name in all the earth”
(Psalms 8:10), while “that Your majesty is placed above the heavens” is
not written because the angels agreed with God that it is appropriate
to give the Torah to the people on earth.
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