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. Rabbi Nehorai

Talmud Bavli Eiruvin 13b
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Rabbi Aha bar Hanina said: It is revealed and known before the

One Who spoke and the world came into being that in the
generation of Rabbi Meir there was no one of the Sages who is his
equal. Why then didn’t the Sages establish the halakhah in
accordance with his opinion? Itis because his colleagues were
unable to ascertain the profundity of his opinion. As he would
state with regard to a ritually impure item that it is pure, and
display justification for that ruling, and likewise he would state
with regard to a ritually pure item that it is impure, and display
justification for that ruling.

It was taught in a baraita: Rabbi Meir was not his name; rather,
Rabbi Nehorai was his name. And why was he called by the name
Rabbi Meir? It was because he illuminates [meir] the eyes of the
Sages in matters of the halakhah. And Rabbi Nehorai was not the
name of the tanna known by that name; rather, Rabbi Nehemya
was his name, and some say: Rabbi Elazar ben Arakh was his
name. And why was he called by the name Rabbi Nehorai? Itis
because he enlightens [manhir] the eyes of the Sages in matters
of the halakhah.
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I1. Rabbi Elazar ben Arach

1. Pirkei Avot 2:8-9
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... Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai had five disciples
and they were these: Rabbi Eliezer ben Hyrcanus,
Rabbi Joshua ben Hananiah, Rabbi Yose, the priest,
Rabbi Shimon ben Nethaneel and Rabbi Eleazar ben
Arach. He [Rabbi Yohanan] used to list their
outstanding virtues: Rabbi Eliezer ben Hyrcanus is a
plastered cistern which loses not a drop... And Rabbi
Eleazar ben Arach is like a spring that [ever] gathers
force...Abba Shaul said in his name: if all the sages
of Israel were on one scale of the balance, and Rabbi
Eliezer ben Hyrcanus also with them, and Rabbi
Eleazar ben Arach on the other scale, he would
outweigh them all.

He [Rabban Yohanan] said unto them: go forth and
observe which is the right way to which a man
should cleave? Rabbi Eliezer said, a good eye; Rabbi
Joshua said, a good companion; Rabbi Yose said, a
good neighbor; Rabbi Shimon said, foresight. Rabbi
Elazar said, a good heart. He [Rabban Yohanan] said
to them: | prefer the words of Elazar ben Arach, for in
his words your words are included.

He [Rabban Yohanan] said unto them: go forth and
observe which is the evil way which a man should
shun? ... Rabbi Elazar said, an evil heart. He
[Rabban Yohanan] said to them: | prefer the words of
Elazar ben Arach, for in his words your words are
included.
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2. Avot d’Rabbi Natan 14
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When Rabbi Yohanan ben Zakkai’s son died, his students
came to comfort him.

Rabbi Eliezer entered and sat before him, saying, “Rabbi,
may | say something to you? Rabbi Yohanan replied,
“Speak.”He told him, “Adam had a son who died and he
accepted comfort. Where does scripture speak of his
accepting comfort? Asitis said, ‘Adam again knew his
wife’ [Genesis 4:25]. So too, you should find comfort.”He
replied, “Is it not enough that | have my own troubles that
you remind me of the sorrows of Adam?”

Rabbi Yeshoshua entered and said to him, “May | say
something to you?” He said, “Speak.” He told him, “Job’s
sons and daughters all perished on the same day, and yet
he was comforted for his loss of them. You, too, should
find comfort. Where does Scripture speak of his accepting
comfort? Asitis said, ‘The Lord gives and the Lord takes
away, blessed be the name of the Lord’ [Job 1:21].” He
replied, “Is it not enough that | have my own troubles that
you remind me of the sorrows of Job?” ...

Rabbi Elazar ben Arakh entered. When Yohanan saw him
he told his servant, “Gather my clothing and prepare to
follow me to the bathhouse’ for Rabbi Elazar is a great man
and I shall not withstand him.” Elazar entered and sat
down before Yohanan. He said to him, “l will give you an
analogy. This s like a man with whom the king has
entrusted a deposit of some value. Each and every day
that man would wail and moan, ‘Oy for the time that | will
return this deposit in peace and fullness!” So you, Rabbi,
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had a son. He studied Torah: Pentateuch, Prophets,
Writings, Mishnah, Laws, and Narrative. And he departed
this world without sin. You should take comfort that you
have returned your deposit in peace and fullness.” Rabbi
Yohanan said to him, “Elazar, my son, you have comforted
me the way people [should] comfort.”
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3. Talmud Bavli Hagigah 14b
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The Sages taught: An incident occurred involving Rabban
Yohanan ben Zakkai, who was riding on a donkey and was
traveling along the way, and his student, Rabbi Elazar ben
Arakh, was riding a donkey behind him. Rabbi Elazar said to
him: My teacher, teach me one chapter in the Design of the
Divine Chariot. He said to him: Have | not taught you: And one
may not expound the Design of the Divine Chariot to an
individual, unless he is a Sage who understands on his own
accord? Rabbi Elazar said to him: My teacher, allow me to say
before you one thing that you taught me. He said to him:
Speak.

Immediately, Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai alighted from the
donkey, and wrapped his head in his cloak in a manner of
reverence, and sat on a stone under an olive tree. Rabbi Elazar
said to him: My teacher, for what reason did you alight from the
donkey? He said: Is it possible that while you are expounding
the Design of the Divine Chariot, and the Divine Presence is
with us, and the ministering angels are accompanying us, that |
should ride on a donkey? Immediately, Rabbi Elazar ben Arakh
began to discuss the Design of the Divine Chariot and
expounded, and fire descended from heaven and encircled all
the trees in the field, and all the trees began reciting song.
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What song did they recite? “Praise the Lord from the earth, sea
monsters and all depths...fruit trees and all cedars...praise the
Lord” (Psalms 148:7-14). An angel responded from the fire,
saying: This is the very Design of the Divine Chariot, just as you
expounded. Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai stood and kissed
Rabbi Elazar ben Arakh on his head, and said: Blessed be God,
Lord of Israel, who gave our father Abraham a son like you,
who knows how to understand, investigate, and expound the
Design of the Divine Chariot. There are some who expound the
Torah’s verses well but do not fulfill its imperatives well, and
there are some who fulfill its imperative swell but do not
expound its verses well, whereas you expound its verses well
and fulfill its imperatives well. Happy are you, our father
Abraham, that Elazar ben Arakh came from your loins.
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4, Talmud Bavli Shabbat 147b
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Rabbi Helbo said: The wine of Phrygia [Perugaita] and the
water of the Deyomset deprived Israel of the ten lost tribes.
Once Rabbi Elazar ben Arakh happened to come there, to
Phrygia and Deyomset, and he was drawn after them, and his
learning was forgotten. When he returned, he stood to read
from a Torah scroll and was supposed to read the verse: “This
month shall be for you [hahodesh hazeh lakhem]” (Exodus
12:2), and instead he read: Have their hearts become deaf
[haheresh haya libbam] The Sages prayed and asked for God

to have mercy on him, and his learning was restored.

And that is what we learned in a mishnah that Rabbi Nehorai
says: Exile yourself to a place of Torah and do not say that it
will follow you, as if you are in a place of Torah, your
colleagues will establish it in your hands, and do not rely on

your understanding alone.
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It was taught: Rabbi Nehorai was not his name, but rather
Rabbi Nehemya was his name; and some say that Rabbi
Elazar ben Arakh was his name

And why was he called Rabbi Nehorai? It was because he
would illuminate [manhir] the eyes of the Sages in halakhah.
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I1l. Rabbi Meir

1. Talmud Bavli Hagigah 15b
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The Gemara relates: Rabba bar Sheila found Elijah the
prophet, who had appeared to him. He said to Elijah: What is
the Holy One, Blessed be He, doing? Elijah said to him: He is
stating halakhot transmitted by all of the Sages, but in the
name of Rabbi Meir He will not speak. He said to him: Why?
He replied: Because he learned halakhot from the mouth of
Aher. He said to him: Why should he be judged unfavorably
for that? Rabbi Meir found a pomegranate and ate its
contents while throwing away its peel. He said to him:
Indeed, your defense has been heard above. Now God is
saying: My son, Meir, says: When a person suffers, e.g., by
receiving lashes or the death penalty at the hands of the
court, how does the Divine Presence express itself? Woe is Me
from My head, woe is Me from My arm. If the Holy One,
Blessed be He, suffers to such an extent over the blood of the
wicked, how much more so over the blood of the righteous
that is spilled!
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2. Talmud Bavli Horayot 13b
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Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel commanded those present and they
expelled Rabbi Meir and Rabbi Natan from the study hall as
punishment. Rabbi Meir and Rabbi Natan would write difficulties
on a scrap of paper [pitka] and would throw them there into the
study hall. Those difficulties that were resolved were resolved; as
for those that were not resolved, Rabbi Meir and Rabbi Natan wrote
resolutions on a scrap of paper and threw them into the study hall.
Rabbi Yosei said to the Sages: How is it that the Torah, embodied in
the preeminent Torah scholars, is outside and we are inside?
Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel said to them: Let us admit them into
the study hall. But we will penalize them in that we will not cite
halakhah in their names.
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3. Talmud Bavli Kiddushin 52b
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The Sages taught: After the death of Rabbi Meir, Rabbi Yehudah
said to his students: Do not let the students of Rabbi Meir enter
here into our house of study, because they are vexatious
[kanteranim]. And they do not come to study Torah, but rather
they come to overwhelm me with halakhot. Sumakhos, a student
of Rabbi Meir, pushed and entered anyway. He said to them: This
is what Rabbi Meir taught me: With regard to a priest who betroths
awoman with his portion of the offerings, whether he did so with
offerings of the most sacred order or whether he used offerings of
lesser sanctity, he has not betrothed her. Upon hearing this, Rabbi
Yehudah became angry with his students. He said to them: Didn’t
| say this to you: Do not let the students of Rabbi Meir enter here
into our house of study, because they are vexatious? And they do
not come to study Torah, but rather they come to overwhelm me
with halakhot. RabbiYehudah explained his objection to the
statement of Rabbi Meir: This halakhah is not relevant, as from
where would a woman appear in the Temple courtyard? Women
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may not enter the area of the Temple courtyard where the priests
eat the offerings of the most sacred order, so there is no reason to
address an impossible scenario. Rabbi Yosei, who was present,
said: They will say: Meir died, Yehudah grew angry, and Yosei
remained silent; what will become of the words of Torah? He said:
In fact, this halakhah is relevant; but isn’t it common for a man to
accept betrothal for his daughter in the Temple courtyard? There
is no need to give the betrothal item directly to the woman; it can
be given to her father. And additionally, isn’t it common for a
woman to designate an agent for herself to accept her betrothal in
the courtyard? And furthermore: What would be the halakhah if
the woman pushed and entered? Since it is possible for her to do
so, the halakhah in such a case must be determined.
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