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Music: Essential to Life

Talmud Bavli Sanhedrin 92b
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“The dead whom Ezekiel resurrected stood BRPI TITR 290N RN TYIHR 027 ,R0INT
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Joining Together—Second Singer Makes the Song

R. Pinhas of Koretz (b 1728, Russia), Midrash Pinhas,
vol.2 (Lvov, 1872), §90-91
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He said that it is good for a person to snuggle with their small
children, which [actualizes] the secret meaning of uniting, soul

to soul, and this is good for dreams.

He also said that sometimes, when a person sings, he
cannot raise his voice. But when someone comes to help
and sings strongly, this in turn gives the first person the
ability to raise his own voice [to match]. This is of the

secret significance of uniting, soul to soul...

“And acquire a friend for yourself” [Pirkei Avot 1:6] - There is
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secret of cleaving [to another, to G-d], they partake of the

person is studying but does not understand at all, when he

mystical secret of birth, and all their difficulties are solved.

a mystical secret of coupling by mouth. Sometimes, when a DIRW DMYD? 2 IV 752 T
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Music from the Ends of the Earth

Isaiah 24:16
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From the Ends of the Earth we have heard songs.
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Frog Scolds David

Yalkut Shimoni, (13" c., Germany), Psalm 150, end
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It’s said of David the King: when he finished his Book
of Psalms, he became full of pride, and he said to the
Master of the Wortld, “No one exists in the wotld who
can sing praises like me!”... A frog suddenly appeared
and said to him, “Don’t be arrogant! I sing more
praises than you, and each of my songs yields three

thousand parables...”
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Four Levels of Song: Particular Songs, Universal Songs

R. Abraham Isaac Kook (d. 1935 Jerusalem), Orot
ha-Kodesh 2:444-445
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There is one who sings his soul’s song, and in it he

finds all, the fullness of spiritual satisfaction.

There is one who sings the song of the nation. It
emerges from the circle in the most private part of his
soul, since he cannot find it abroad, nor in contemplation
of the ideal. He aspires to great heights, cleaving with
pure love to the congregation of Israel, completely. And
with her he sings her songs, from the pain of her pain,
luxuriating in her hopes, crafting lofty and pure thoughts
on her past and on her future, digging deep with love and
the wisdom of the heart to the innermost interior of her

spirit.

There is one whose soul will expand until it emerges,
spreading beyond the boundary of Israel, to sing
humanity’s song. Her spirit will continue to expand,
taking in the wholeness of the humanity and its majestic
form, aspiring to the extent of what it can achieve,
envisioning the extent of its coming to fruition. From this
life-source, she will draw all her imagining and inquiring,

all her hopes and all her dreams.

There is one who will reach still further and higher
until he unites with all of existence; with all
creatures, with all worlds, and with them all he sings

a song. This is the one who, on each and every day
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promised to him, delves deep into the Chapter of Song, a

child of the World that is Coming.

There is one who ascends in unity along with all these
songs, together as one. All contribute their voices, making
their melodies together, each infusing the other with
energy and life. Sound of joy, sound of delight; sound of
celebration sound of exultation; sound of pleasure, sound
of holiness. The song of the soul, the song of the nation,
the song of humanity, the song of the universe, all of
them blending together inside him, in each and every

moment.

This perfection, in its wholeness, ascends to be a sacred
song, a song of G-d, a song of Israel, the essence of her
power and beauty, the essence of her truth and expanse.
Israel, the singer of G-d, a simple song, a song in
counter-point, a song in three-part harmony, a song in

four. The song of songs of Solomon, king of peace.
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18,000 Worlds: How God Listens

Talmud Bavli Avodah Zarah 3b
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And what does He do by night? — If you like you may say,
the kind of thing He does by day; or it may be said that He
rides a light cherub, and floats in eighteen thousand
wortlds;... He sits and listens to the song of the Hayyor (“Life
Angels”), as it is said, By the day the Lord will command His

lovingkindness and in the night His song shall be with me. ...
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Symphony of Differences

Yehiel Michal Epstein (b. 1829 Lithuania), Arok#
Ha-Shulhan - Hoshen Mishpat, Introduction
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All the differences between the Tanna’im, Amora’im,
Ge’onim, and Poskim [these are ancient Jewish scholars], if
we are to really understand the matter truly, are all words of
the living G-d, each is a facet of halakhah. On the contrary,
that is the beauty of our holy and pure Torah. The
entire Torah is called a song, and a song is beautiful
when all of its voices differ one from another; this is the
essence of its polyphonic pleasantness [N’zmot].
Anyone who swims about in the sea of the Talmud can
see the harmony in all of the voices differing from each

other [but yet coexisting].

,DORTIMRTY DRI NP9 B2

927 127 ,NNRA 2P0 DONRAM
,NA0 021 DP9R 0727 — 1MUY

DNRT :7277XY 79972 2010 W 010N
SRR 133NN NINDN RO

DROPI TR NG DY LTTem
N7 R naRem e

PO T LTI T 2R MRS
— TIABNT 2°2 VUMW MY MR
MR D22 NI MR IR

ST 7T MeRn

Gathering Goodness, Composing Nigun

Rebbe Nahman of Breslov, (b. 1772 Ukraine), Lzkkute:
Moharan 1, 54:6
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One who, with his/her hand, plays a musical instrtument,
with that hand he/she gathers in and collects a spirit of
goodness, a spirit of prophecy, from the midst of a
sadness of spirit. One must understand music to gather in,
collect, and locate the parts of spirit, one by one, to compose a
nigun (melody)—and the same goes for the joy—that is, to
compose a spirit of goodness, a spirit of prophecy, the
opposite of a sadness of spirit. One must bring one’s hands up

and down on the musical instrument to focus one’s attention
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and compose joy in fulness. When the prophet hears this ROITWDY ;MW OWI AW mMia?
niggun from one who [truly] knows this niggun, the prophet 221 STR I VTN AT 0T v
receives from them a spirit of prophecy, gathered by hand 17°2 77 Y20PW ,ARIA1 M 0N
from the midst of a sadness of spirit. This is [the meaning of] 17°2 73°1 ,37 .M M2AXYT 7NN
“He plays by hand, and you will be well” (1 Samuel 16:16). (10,70 'R OXIMWw) T 20
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