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Babylonian Talmud Berakhot 31a

Rabbi Hiyya bar Abba said: A person should always pray in a
house that has windows, as it says: When Daniel learned that
it had been put in writing, he went to his house, in whose
upper chamber he had had windows made facing Jerusalem,
and three times a day he knelt down, prayed, and made
confession to his God, as he had always done.

(see also 34a in the name of R. Yohanan)

Rashi to above
“windows” — they cause him to direct his heart, for he looks
toward heaven and his heart is submissive.

Rabbenu Yonah to above

It is possible to say that the reason is because by seeing the
light, he will be calmed/soothed more, and he will be able to
direct as is fitting. Or it means to say: that the windows
should be open to the east, as it says in the verse:
opposite/toward Jerusalem, and through this looking, he will
direct his prayer toward God more, and his prayer will be
acceptable and accepted. From my teacher.

Mahatzit Ha-Shekel OH 90:4

...according to Rabbenu Yonahs interpretation one does not
need to look toward heaven [out the window], which is not
true of Rashi's interpretation
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Daniel 6:11

When Daniel learned that it had been put in writing, he went
to his house, in whose upper chamber he had had windows
made facing Jerusalem, and three times a day he knelt down,
prayed, and made confession to his God, as he had always
done.
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Zohar Pekuedei (II:251a)

The lower synagogue is paralleled by the upper synagogue.
The upper synagogue has windows, and so too does the
lower one. The Great synagogue has 12 windows, and so
does the lower synagogue.

Maggid Devarav Le-Yaakov of R Dov Ber of Mezridj,
25b:

[There are 12 gates of prayer for the 12 tribes| so that each
person can rise through his own gate...And there is a 13th
gate for the person who does not remember which tribe they
are a part of, and doesn’t know which gate to enter to the
courtyard of the king - for this one is intended the 13th gate.

Shulhan Arukh Orah Hayyim 90:4

A person must open doors or windows toward Jerusalem in
order to pray toward them, and it is good in a synagogue for
there to be 12 windows.
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I Chronicles 16:11
Turn to the Lord, to His might; seek His presence constantly.
Midrash Tanhuma Haazinu 4

Why must we seek God always? To teach you that:

The Holy Blessed One is sometimes seen, and sometimes not
seen;

Sometimes hears, and sometimes doesn’t hear;

Sometimes listens, and sometimes doesn’t want to listen;
Sometimes answers and sometimes doesn’t answer;
Sometimes is sought, and sometimes is not sought;
Sometimes is found, and sometimes is not found;

Sometimes is close, and sometimes is not close.
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Jerusalem Talmud Berakhot 4:4, 8b

Rabbi Pinhas, Rabbi Levi and Rabbi Yohanan said in the
name of Menahem Degalia: the one who passes before the
ark (ie leads the prayers): Don’t say to him: “Come and pray.”
Rather: Come and sacrifice/draw near. Offer our sacrifices!
Satisty our needs! Wage our battles! Appease on our behalf!
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Arukh Ha-Shulhan OH 120:1

The meaning of the offering of souls refers to those souls
who attain such ecstatic delight as they cleave, literally, to the
supernal light. This delight is infinite and limitless. And thus,
the meaning of korban — sacrifice — is derived from
hitkarvut — drawing near.
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Catherine Madsen, The Bones Reassemble

The most compelling liturgy does not yield all its meaning at once. It needs to withhold something, so as to

reveal itself over years of use — pg. 15

“Language designed for repetition must build in a certain intractable strangeness” — p. 61

“Liturgy is not really an argument...it is an experience, and proceeds not from point to point of logic but from

state to state of consciousness” — p. 97.

“Liturgy may layer and link its associative echoes until their resonances build and overwhelm.” — Madsen, p. 66

Blessed are You, YHVH, our God, king of the universe, who
opens [the eyes of] the blind.

Blessed are You, YHVH, our God, king of the universe, who
clothes the naked.

Blessed are You, YHVH, our God, king of the universe, who
frees the captives

- Morning Blessings
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Babylonian Talmud Berakhot 60b

Upon opening one’s eyes, one should say: Blessed...who
opens [the eyes of] the blind.

Upon sitting up straight, one should say: Blessed...who frees
the captives.

0 N1992 %923 TIAbN

X% 1Y nno 02
Q7Y 219 7172

N2 2°071 7590 D
270K PN 7112

Psalm 146:7b-9a

...YHVH frees captives,

YHVH opens [the eyes of] the blind,
YHVH straightens the bent,

YHVH loves the righteous,

YHVH watches over the stranger...
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Isaiah 42:5-7

Thus says God, YHVH, who created heaven and stretched
them out, who spread out the earth and what it brings forth,
who gave breath to the people upon it and life to those who
walk thereon.

‘T, YHVH, have called you in justice. I have grasped you by
the hand. I created you and appointed you a covenant people,
a light of nations.

"Opening eyes of the blind, rescuing prisoners from
confinement, from the dungeon those who sit in darkness.
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Ezekiel 38:18-23

(18) On that day, when Gog sets foot on the soil of Israel -
declares the Lord god - My raging anger shall flare up.

(19) For I have decreed in My indignation and in My blazing
wrath: On that day, a terrible earthquake shall befall the land
of Israel.

(20) The fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the beasts of the
field, all creeping things that move on the ground, and every
human being on earth shall quake before Me. Mountains shall
be overthrown, cliffs shall topple, and every wall shall
crumble to the ground.

(21) I will then summon the sword against him throughout
My mountains - declares Lord God - and every man’s sword
shall be turned against his brother.

(22) I will punish him with pestilence and with bloodshed; and
I will pour torrential rain, hailstones, and sulfurous fire upon
him and his hordes and the many peoples with him.

(23) Thus will I manifest My greatness and My holiness, and

make Myself known in the sight of many nations. And they
shall know that I am the Lotd.
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Rav Hai Gaon (10-11" ¢)

At first he requests from God to hurry His promise, as He
promised us through his prophet: Thus will I manifest My
greatness and My holiness, and make Myself known in the
sight of many nations.
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Sefer HaPardes of Rashi

This is the meaning of “May God’s name be magnified and
sanctified.” In the future His name should be made great and
sanctified, as it is written: And they will know that I am
YHVH. For right now, He is not written as He is called. He
is called Adonai, but He is written YHVH.
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Babylonian Talmud Avodah Zarah 7b-8a

As it is taught [in a baraita]: Nahum the Mede says: A person

asks about their needs during “who hears prayer”.

As it is taught [in a baraita): Rabbi Eliezer says: A person asks

about their needs, and afterwards prays, as it is said: “A

prayer of a lowly person when they are faint and pours forth
their plea (ssbah) before YHVH” (Psalm 102:1)—szbab is only
prayer, as it is said: “Isaac went out to pray (la-su'ab) in the
field” (Genesis 24:63).

Rabbi Yehoshua says: They should pray, and afterwards ask

about their needs, as it is said: “I will pour out my szbah
before You, I will tell my pain before You” (Psalm 142:3).

Rav Yehudah son of Rav Shmuel bar Shilat in the name of
Rav said: Even though they said: A person asks about their
needs during “who hears prayer”, if they came to say at the end

of each blessing [a request] related to each blessing, they
should say [it].

Rabbi Hiyya bar Ashi said Rav said: Even though they said: A
person asks about their needs during “who bears prayer”, if they

have a sick person in their house, they should say it in the

blessing of the sick people; and if they need sustenance, they

should say it in the blessing of the years.

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: Even though they said: A
person asks about their needs in “who bears prayer’, if they

came to say [this] after his amidah—even to the extent of

Yom Kippur—they should say [it].

Tosefta Berakhot (Lieberman) 3

They do not say words after Emet ve-Yatziv, but they say
words after the amidah—even to the extent of the confession
of Yom Kippur.
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Numbets 5:28

“And she vowed a vow and said, O YHVH of Tzevaot
[Hosts]” (1 Samuel 1:11). R. Eleazar said: From the day that
God created His world there was no man called the Holy
One, blessed be He, Txevaot [hosts] until Hannah came and
called Him Tzevaot. Said Hannah before the Holy One,
blessed be He: Sovereign of the Universe, of all the hosts
and hosts that Thou hast created in Your world, is it so hard
in Your eyes to give me one son?

A parable: To what is this matter like? To a king who made
a feast for his servants, and a poor man came and stood by
the door and said to them, Give me a bite, and no one took
any notice of him, so he forced his way into the presence of
the king and said to him, Your Majesty, out of all the feast
which thou hast made, is it so hard in thine eyes to give me
one bite? If Thou wilt indeed look. R. Eleazar said: Hannah
said before the Holy One, blessed be He: Sovereign of the
Universe, if Thou wilt look, it is well, and if Thou wilt not
look, I will go and shut myself up with someone else in the
knowledge of my husband Elkanah, and as I shall have been
alone they will make me drink the water of the suspected
wife, and You cannot falsify Your law, which says, “She shall
be cleared and shall conceive seed”
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Zohar 2:13 [8b, 126a]

“That is why the prayer is said in a whisper, like someone
speaking in secret with the king: while he is closeted with
him, [the king] will not leave him...Therefore when the
Redemption Prayer is joined to the Eighteen Benedictions,
you should take hold of Him and speak with Him in subdued
tones, in secret, so that He should not leave you or forsake
you” — Mishnat Hazohar, p. 1029
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