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PoP havruta learning offers students powerful moments of relationship, responsibility 
and learning. A pressing question for educators in Jewish Day Schools at this moment 
is how to harness the rich possibilities presented by havruta learning while in a 
situation that requires social distancing.  
 
In some classrooms, it is possible for students to engage in socially distant havruta or 
to engage in havruta via Zoom or Google Meet using headphones. In other classrooms, 
this is not possible due to space constraints and noise levels. Thankfully, a variety of 
methods exist to facilitate partnership work. Below you will find four such methods: 1. 
Havruta “Buddy” in the Full Class;  2. Google Doc Havruta;  3. Havruta at Home;  4. 
Asynchronous Recording. Each method is accompanied by instructions for using the 
method in your class and a highlight of the particular benefit(s) it provides. We have 
also included supporting resources to help facilitate using the approach. As always, 
these methods should be introduced with the appropriate intention setting for the 
underlying attitude and stance at the heart of the activity. 
 
 
Havruta “Buddy” in Full Class 
 
Instructions: 
 

1.  Create student havruta pairs just as you would if they were going to be working 
together otherwise.  

2.  Select a havruta text study protocol (see the “supporting resources” box) to 
engage in as a whole class activity. Frame the protocol with the appropriate 
attitude or stance it reflects. 

3.  Inform students of who their havruta partner is and let them know that during 
the whole class activity, they should be listening for their havruta partner’s 
contributions and note them in the graphic organizer provided (see the 
“supporting resources” box). Review the graphic organizer together as a class, 
clarifying any elements the students have questions about. 

4.  After the whole class session, create time for havruta partners to share 
elements from their graphic organizer with one another either through email or 
another “havruta at a distance” method such as “havruta at home”. 

Socially Distant Havruta 
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Particular Benefits: 
 

1. This method works well for any text-based conversation where the goal is for 
students to really work together to develop ideas. It can be particularly helpful 
for practicing listening and can also be adapted for other PoP practices. 
 

2. This approach allows students to avoid “getting lost” in the group, knowing 
that they have someone they are looking out for and vice versa. 

 

 
Supporting Resources: 
  

1. The Havruta “Buddy” graphic organizer can be found here. 

 

2. You will find four different havruta text study protocols on this page under the 
“Text Learning Exercises” tab. These activities include a sample template in the 
teacher version that you can give students for writing up their responses, 
along with a protocol to follow that guides their work together. You can adapt 
these protocols and templates for your particular context. 

 
 
 

Google Doc Havruta 
 

Instructions: 
 

1.  Select a havruta text study protocol (see the “supporting resources” box). 
Place it and the template for student responses into a google doc.  

2.  Make a copy for each havruta pair and name it either with the havruta 
members’ names or by number. You can also share the original doc with the 
whole class and have the havrutot make their own copies. 

3.  Instruct students to choose a unique color they will use for typing in the 
google doc. 

4.  Instruct students to follow the questions and protocols like they would if they 
were having a verbal conversation, similar to chats they might participate in 
on other online platforms. Frame the protocol with the appropriate attitude or 
stance it reflects. 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RW4pSB3qF77fWDBL2TrlTVQ-NfCAldK0yvpqAoIo_yk/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.hadar.org/pedagogy-partnership/resources-for-online-learning
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Particular Benefits: 
 

1.  The “chat” feeling of this type of havruta is comfortable to many students and 
thus may be a more accessible method. 

 
2.  Because of the different colors chosen by students, as well as the option to 

look up version history, there is a strong factor of accountability as student 
responses are so clearly documented and visible to them and to the teacher. 

 
Supporting Resources: 
  

You will find four different havruta text study protocols on this page under the 
“Text Learning Exercises” tab. These activities include a sample template in the 
teacher version that you can give students for writing up their responses, along 
with a protocol to follow that guides their work together. You can adapt these 
protocols and templates for your particular context. 

 
 
 

Havruta at Home 
 

Instructions: 
 

1. Inform students they will have the chance to practice their havruta study 
at home. 

 
2. Review a chosen havruta study protocol in class, taking any clarifying 

questions from students, making sure they feel confident enough in their 
understanding of the protocol to complete it at home with their havruta 
partner. Frame the protocol with the appropriate attitude or stance it 
reflects. 

 

3. Instruct students to schedule a time with their havruta for a meeting and 
to choose whether it will be over phone or video conference. The teacher 
will need to provide students with an appropriate time frame (e.g. within a 
week) and duration for the session (e.g. 15 minutes). Please also inform 
students that they will submit their responses to the selected protocol to 
the teacher, present a selection of their responses to the class, or both. 

 

 

https://www.hadar.org/pedagogy-partnership/resources-for-online-learning
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Particular Benefits: 
 

1.  This format preserves the dynamic of an in-person havruta with all of the 
communication layers like tone of voice and in case of video, facial expression. 
If video is not an option, phone can also work.  

 

2.  This format is also helpful when practicing the articulating skill of sharing ideas 
before they are fully formulated. 

 
Supporting Resources: 
 

You will find four different havruta text study protocols on this page under the 

“Text Learning Activities” tab. These activities include a sample template in the 
teacher version that you can give students for writing up their responses, along 
with a protocol to follow that guides their work together. You can adapt these 
protocols and templates for your particular context. 

 

 
 
 

Asynchronous Recording 
 

Instructions: 
 

1.  Choose a havruta study protocol and inform students that they will have the 
chance to do this activity by leaving recorded messages for each other. Frame 
the protocol with the appropriate attitude or stance it reflects. 

 

2.  Create time during the day’s lesson for the students to record, and in 
subsequent days, both listen to partner’s recording and record responses. 
Students can use a variety of recording apps, including some readily available 
on ipads or through the online site, vocaroo (see supporting resources). 

 

 
Particular Benefits: 
 

1.  The auditory focus of this approach is great for activities where reading the 
text with tone and inflection helps give it a voice. 

 

2.  This format is also helpful when practicing the articulating skill of sharing 
ideas before they are fully formulated. 

 

https://www.hadar.org/pedagogy-partnership/resources-for-online-learning
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Supporting Resources: 
  

1. https://vocaroo.com/ as one example of free software for voice recordings. 
 
2.  You will find four different havruta text study protocols on this page under 

the “Text Learning Activities” tab. These activities include a sample template 
in the teacher version that you can give students for writing up their 
responses, along with a protocol to follow that guides their work together. 
You can adapt these protocols and templates for your particular context. 

 

https://vocaroo.com/
https://www.hadar.org/pedagogy-partnership/resources-for-online-learning

