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I Agree/Disagree Because… 
 

What this protocol does: This protocol engages students more deeply in exploring and 
understanding the content from multiple perspectives using evidence. It does so by providing 
structures so students can practice the PoP skills of Supporting and Challenging in a basic way, by 
agreeing or disagreeing. The protocol holds students accountable to evidence in the text and 
emphasizes the need for evidence when we make interpretations. This protocol supports the 
partnership stance, “The text may have multiple meanings and may need me and my partner as well 
as my teacher to bring them to light.”  It also supports the PoP value that it is okay to disagree as long 
as we seek to understand one another and the text. 
Materials students need: Students need access to the text and the protocol. Each student needs a 
link to their own google doc with 1-3 text questions with space to write. See example template below. 

Notes for the teacher: This task requires interpretive questions. These are questions that have at 
least two plausible answers that could be supported by the text and any supporting materials or 
previous learning to which students have equal access. Questions could be teacher generated and/or 
student generated. 
 

Protocol: I Agree/Disagree because…  
 
INDIVIDUALLY 

1 Read (or re-read) the given text. 

2 Write down some notes in answer to the question/s. Make sure to type in specific evidence from 
the text to support your answer. You will be sharing your thoughts with your havruta. 

 
IN HAVRUTA 
You will be sharing your answers with your havruta and responding to their answers. Before agreeing or 
disagreeing with your partner, the first goal of your discussion is to understand one another. As you follow these 
steps of your discussion, make sure that you ask clarifying questions of your partner and that you keep going back 
to the text.  

1 Partner A shares their answer to the first question and provides some evidence. Partner B 
should listen carefully and ask questions to understand Partner A’s idea and then should 
respond: I agree/disagree because… and bring evidence from the text. 

2 If Partner B had a different idea in answer to that same question, they should take their turn to 
share it. Their partner should likewise listen carefully and ask questions to explore the idea and 
then respond: I agree/disagree because… and bring evidence from the text. 

3 Each partner should write down the answer they find most compelling given their havruta 
discussion. You and your partner can have different responses and do not need to agree about 
which interpretation is most compelling.  

REPEAT with the next questions alternating who is sharing first.  
REFLECTION Something I learned from my partner agreeing or disagreeing with me: 

   When my partner agrees/disagrees (circle one) with me I feel… because… 
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Example Template: I Agree/Disagree because... 
Name: 
My Havruta’s Name: 
Text:  

[Interpretive Text Question #1:] 

My initial answer: 
[For younger students, “I think…”] 
 
  

Evidence from the text that supports my answer: 
[For younger students, “What in the text makes me think this”] 
 
  

After discussing with my havruta, the answer I find most compelling is... because… 
[For younger students, “After discussing with my havruta, the answer I like the best is… 
because…”] 
 
  

 
[Interpretive Text Question #2:] 

My initial answer: 
[For younger students, “I think…”] 
 
  

Evidence from the text that supports my answer: 
[For younger students, “What in the text makes me think this”] 
 
  

After discussing with my havruta, the answer I find most compelling is... because… 
[For younger students, “After discussing with my havruta, the answer I like the best is… 
because…”]  

 

Reflection: 
 

Something I learned from my partner agreeing or disagreeing with me: 
 

 

When my partner agrees/disagrees (highlight one) with me, I feel… because… 
 
  

 


