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Advisory Activities 
 

 

The following activities bring together best practices for advisory groups with Pedagogy of 
Partnership (PoP) concepts and language, offering students a social-emotional engagement 
opportunity that nurtures them and their overall learning. Each activity follows the  
same structure: 

• Greeting 
• Brief Activity 
• Sharing 
• Expanding the frame to a bigger, Torah-inspired picture 

Teachers are welcome and encouraged to make variations and adjustments for these sessions 
as best fit their learning community. 
 

 
 
 
 
Advisory Activity — “Are You More Like…?” 
 
PoP Goals & Objectives:  
This activity aims to help students explore the PoP stance statement,1 “Just as I want to be understood, 
so too do my partners, the text, and my peers” and provides the opportunity to engage in the PoP 
practices of Listening and Articulating.2 Overall, it highlights the peers and their connection to one 
another in the Partnership Triangle, an image of a triangle connecting three equal partners: two human 
peers and a text. 
 

Greetings:  
Have each student greet another student in the class by name. Continue until every student has been 
included. It is sometimes easiest to have the teacher start while students learn this routine. Here is a 
suggested script for instruction. 

Teacher script (greeting and instructions): “Good morning everyone! I am glad we are all here 
together and would like to begin with a morning greeting for each one of us. I will wish one of 
you ‘Good morning’ and say your name. If you were the person I greeted, unmute yourself and 
say ‘Good morning’ back and then greet someone else by name. Then, that person will unmute 
themselves and choose someone else and so on. Let’s begin…” 
Once every student has been greeted, please continue with the activity that follows. 

 
1 In PoP, stance refers to the attitudes or beliefs we bring to our learning. Learning in partnership calls for particular 
attitudes in order to be most successful. These are attitudes that we as teachers can help cultivate in learners over 
time. PoP has put these attitudes in student language, that we call “stance statements.” 
2 PoP teaches practices that help students learn in partnership. Listening and articulating are two foundational and 
reciprocal practices for learning together: students learn to listen actively, to ask for clarification, to think out loud 
and to express their ideas fully. 



 
 
 
 

© 2020 Pedagogy of Partnership  |  info@pedagogyofpartnership.org 2 

Activity: “Are You More Like …?” (based on an activity from playmeo.com) 
Each student will need a piece of paper and a writing implement (best with a pen or marker, not a 
pencil). 

Teacher script (instructions): “In PoP we say that ‘Just as I want to be understood, so too do my 
partners-- the text and my peers.’ Today we are going to take some time to understand ourselves 
and each other a little bit better. I am going to ask three questions in the form of - ’Are you more 
like this or that?’ After each one, you’ll have a few moments to write your answer. Remember 
to write your answer in large print. When I say so, everyone will hold their answer up for others 
to see and so they can see others’. At the end, I’ll ask some volunteers to share why they 
answered the way they did. Those who don’t share in the group will get the chance to share 
with their havruta at the start of one of our upcoming sessions. Any questions about these 
instructions? Let’s start.” 

• Are you more like drums or a guitar? 
• Are you more like a singer or a dancer? 
• Are you more like rock & roll or rap? 

After each question, teacher should give a couple of moments for students to respond, then ask the 
students to hold up their answers so they are visible on screen and to take a look at other people’s 
answers). 
 

Sharing:  
Teacher should then ask for 2-3 volunteers to share what they responded and why they responded the 
way they did. Take responses one at a time. Teacher can explain, “Everyone else will get the chance to 
share their responses with their havruta at the start of a havruta learning session.” 
 

Expanding the Frame: 

Teacher script (message): “Thank you to everyone for participating and to our volunteers for 
sharing. There is a verse in Tanakh that helps us remember one reason why it is important to 
understand one another. The last chapter of Psalms lists individual instruments used in praise, 
such as the horn, harp, timbrels and cymbals. However, it concludes with the verse ‘Let all 
breath praise HaShem,’ putting them all together” (see text of this section below). “It reminds 
us that we all might be like different instruments or artistic styles, and at the same time, we 
make the most beautiful music together when we understand each other.” 
 

Notes for the Teacher:  
If you have a large group, it is advisable to create a Google doc with students’ names in list form that 
can be shared with the whole class. They can be then instructed to open the document at the start of the 
activity and to fill in their response there. After each response, they can then be given time to look over 
everyone’s entry.  
The Psalm referenced above is Psalm 150. You may choose to read from it or have your students read 
from it as part of this exercise. The full text follows. 
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Tehillim/Psalms 150 

ָי ּולְלַ֥ה ַֽה ֹוׁ֑שְדָקְּב לֵ֥א־ּולְלַֽה ׀ ּה֨ ׃ֹוּֽזֻע ַעיִ֥קְרִּב ּוהּו֗לְל֝  

ַֽה ויָֹ֑תרּובְגִב ּוהּו֥לְלַֽה ֹרְּכ ּוהּו֗לְל֝ ׃ֹוֽלְדֻּג ב֣  

׃רֹֽוּנְִכו לֶבֵ֣נְּב ּוהּו֗לְלַֽ֝ה רָ֑פֹוׁש עַקֵ֣תְּב ּוהּולְלַֽ֭ה  

ֹתְב ּוהּולְלַֽ֭ה ׃ֽבָגּוְעו םיִּ֥נִמְּב ּוהּו֗לְלַֽ֝ה לֹו֑חָמּו ף֣  

׃הָֽעּורְת יֵ֥לְצְלִצְּֽב ּוהּו֗לְלַֽ֝ה עַמָׁ֑ש־יֵלְצְלִצְב ּוהּו֥לְלַֽה  

ֹּכ ָי לֵּ֥לַהְּת הָמְָׁשּנַ֭ה ל֣ ׃ּֽהָי־ּולְלַֽה ּה֗  
 

Hallelujah. Praise God in His sanctuary; praise Him in the sky, His stronghold. 

Praise Him for His mighty acts; praise Him for His exceeding greatness. 

Praise Him with blasts of the horn; praise Him with harp and lyre. 

Praise Him with timbrel and dance; praise Him with lute and pipe. 

Praise Him with resounding cymbals; praise Him with loud-clashing cymbals. 

Let all that breathes praise the LORD. Hallelujah. 
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Advisory Activity 2 — “One Word” 
 

Pop Goals & Objectives:  
This activity aims to help students explore the stance statement, 3  “The text may have multiple 
meanings and may need my peers and me (as well as my teachers) to bring them to light.” It provides 
a stage for practicing the PoP practices of Listening and Articulating 4  as well as Wondering. 5  It 
highlights the. person-to-text connection in the Partnership Triangle, an image of a triangle connecting 
three equal partners: two human peers and a text. 
 

Greetings:  
Have each student greet another student in the class by name. Continue until every student has been 
included. It is sometimes easiest to have the teacher start while students learn this routine. Here is a 
suggested script for instruction. 

Teacher script (greeting and instructions): Good morning everyone! I am glad we are all here 
together and would like to begin with a morning greeting for each one of us. I will wish one of 
you “good morning” and say your name. If you were the person I greeted, unmute yourself and 
say “good morning” back and then greet someone else by name. Then, that person will unmute 
themselves and choose someone else and so on. Let’s begin… 
Once every student has been greeted, please continue with the activity below. 

 

Activity: “One Word” (based on an activity from playmeo.com) 

In advance, write the following seven letters onto index cards—E D N R O W O—one letter per card. 
Use a dark marker and make the letters large so students will be able to see the letters when you hold 
them up. 

Teacher script: “In PoP we talk about how ‘the text may have multiple meanings and that it 
may need my peers and me to bring them to light.’ Today we’ll start with a simple group 
exercise of finding multiple meanings by putting letters together in different ways. Ready?” 

Instructions for teacher: To begin, show only these three letters—E D N—in this order, for 
everyone to see. In a virtual context, you show these and the subsequent letters using the chat 
function. Ask your group to use all of the letters to spell one word (answers END and DEN if 
you exclude proper nouns) and ask for volunteers to share answers. Then, add the letter R 
(answers REND and NERD) and again ask for volunteers to share answers. Next, add the letter 
O (answer DRONE), again ask for volunteers. Then, add the letter W (answers DOWNER and 
WONDER), again ask for volunteers. Finally, add the seventh letter O and ask for volunteers  
to answer. 

 
3 In PoP, stance refers to the attitudes or beliefs we bring to our learning. Learning in partnership calls for particular 
attitudes in order to be most successful. These are attitudes that we as teachers can help cultivate in learners over 
time. PoP has put these attitudes in student language, that we call “stance statements.” 
4 PoP teaches practices that help students learn in partnership. Listening and Articulating are two foundational 
and reciprocal practices for learning together: students learn to listen actively, to ask for clarification, to think out 
loud and to express their ideas fully. 
5 Wondering is another PoP foundational partnership learning practice: students learn to be open and curious and 
ask and pursue their questions. 
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Observe that most groups will struggle to construct one word using all seven letters, because it 
is not possible. Give only a minute to the group to figure out the solution. The solution is ONE 
WORD. If some of the students figure it out, briefly ask how they were able to do it. If not, ask 
what made it difficult. 
 

Sharing:  
Teacher should then ask for 2-3 volunteers to share after introducing the following script. 

Teacher script: “This activity is a little bit of practice at bringing new meanings to light. 
Especially at the end, it requires us to think in new ways, to change our perspective or our 
assumptions about the text. And on some level, the meaning that is tucked away in the text 
actually needs us to do this in order for it to emerge. Please think of and share a time in your 
life when you had to think differently to understand what someone or something was trying to 
tell you.” (Take 2-3 volunteers at this point). 
 

Expanding the Frame: 

Teacher script: “Thank you to our volunteers for sharing. Again, what we see from this exercise 
and our experiences is that in order to discover multiple meanings, we have to be able re-
examine our perspectives or assumptions. It is as if those multiple meanings actually need us 
for them to come to light. This may be why our tradition teaches us ‘Turn it over and turn it 
over, for everything is in it (i.e. the Torah)’ (Avot 5:22). Studying Torah teaches us that a key to 
bringing the meaning to light is to turn what we are studying over again and again, that is, to 
look at things from new angles, new perspectives or new assumptions. If we do this, it is as if 
we can find ‘everything’ in it.” 
 

Notes for the Teacher: 

Students will benefit from the teacher saying out loud to students that the PoP skills of “listening” and 
“wondering” are very useful in solving the puzzle in the activity--that they need to really pay attention 
to the instructions and allow themselves to be open and curious in order to see a solution. It may be 
particularly effective to bring this up when students come up against the challenge of using all 7 letters, 
and then repeat the instructions of the activity itself, to see if they can then put it all together. 
At the 7-letter stage, it also might be helpful to type the instructions in the chat. For some, seeing it 
visually will allow them to figure out the ONE WORD solution. It’s a great chance to talk about different 
styles of learning too. 
For smaller groups in a virtual setting, you can give students the following link that allows them to 
manipulate digital letter cards on their own to try to solve the puzzle: 
https://www.flippity.net/ma.php?k=1GRatV3o8S3q0MYE8kLNtpHNAiXgytw-9TE4dVF8H3VQ 
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Advisory Session 3 — Snowflakes 
 
Pop Goals & Objectives:  
This activity aims to help students explore the stance statement, 6 “If all of the partners work together, 
we will come to learning and insights that we would not have come to on our own, in the same way 
or with another set of partners.” It provides a stage for practicing the PoP practices of Listening and 
Articulating.8 Overall it highlights the peer-to-peer and peer-to-text connections in the Partnership 
Triangle, an image of a triangle connecting three equal partners: two human peers and a text. 
 

Greetings:  
Have each student greet another student in the class by name. Continue until every student has been 
included. It is sometimes easiest to have the teacher start while students learn this routine. Here is a 
suggested script for instruction. 

Teacher script (greeting and instructions): “Good morning everyone! I am glad we are all here 
together and would like to begin with a morning greeting for each one of us. I will wish one of 
you ‘Good morning’ and say your name. If you were the person I greeted, unmute yourself and 
say ‘Good morning’ back and then greet someone else by name. Then, that person will unmute 
themselves and choose someone else and so on. Let’s begin….” 
Once every student has been greeted, please continue with the activity below. 
 

Activity: Snowflake (based on an activity from playmeo.com) 
Teacher script: “In PoP, we say that, ‘If all of the partners work together, we will come to 
learning and insights that we would not have come to on our own, in the same way or with 
another set of partners.’ There is a unique beauty each time a havruta or class comes together 
to study. Today, as a class, we are going to do an activity that lets us really see just how.” 
Instructions for teacher: Ask each person to have a sheet of paper for the online meeting. It’s 
great if the sheets are the same size but it really doesn’t matter. 
Invite each person to close their eyes until you ask them to open them again. Sometimes, for the 
benefit of those who just can’t resist looking, it’s useful to explain that the exercise will take no 
longer than a minute or so. 
Next, explain that you will soon announce a set of very clear instructions, one by one, which 
you want everyone to follow. However, no one is permitted to ask any questions. Encourage 
students to solve any questions that come up for themselves without speaking. This is very 
important – you’ll see why soon. 
Checking that everyone’s eyes are closed (you may keep yours open), clearly say the following 
instructions, one at a time, with appropriate pauses in between: 
 

 
6 In PoP, stance refers to the attitudes or beliefs we bring to our learning. Learning in partnership calls for particular 
attitudes in order to be most successful. These are attitudes that we as teachers can help cultivate in learners over 
time. PoP has put these attitudes in student language, that we call “stance statements.” 
8 PoP teaches practices that help students learn in partnership. Listening and Articulating are two foundational 
and reciprocal practices for learning together: students learn to listen actively, to ask for clarification, to think 
out loud and to express their ideas fully. 
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• Fold your paper in half—it doesn’t matter which way you fold it in this exercise; just that you 
fold it in half—& keep it folded. 

• Tear off the bottom right-hand corner. 
• Discard the torn section to your side. 
• Fold your paper in half again & keep it folded. 
• Tear off the top left-hand corner. 
• Discard the torn section. 
• Fold your paper in half again & keep it folded. 
• Tear off the bottom left-hand corner. 
• Discard the torn section. 
• Fold your paper in half again & keep it folded. 
• Using your teeth if necessary, tear off the top right-hand corner. (If this is not possible 

due to the thickness of the paper, it is no problem and you can stop the folding here.) 
• Discard the torn section. 
• Finally, fold your paper in half diagonally & press on the fold as best you can. 
• You may now open your eyes and unfold your paper. 

Now, with your group’s eyes opened, sit back and absorb the full range of reactions you will 
have generated. 
 

Sharing:  
Teacher should then use the following script before asking for 2-3 volunteers to share. 

Teacher script: “What we’ve just made our snowflakes. As many have learned before, there 
are no two snowflakes that are alike. Even when we make snowflakes using the same 
instructions, they turn out unique, in part because each of us is unique. I’d like to ask for a few 
volunteers to share something positive about yourself that makes you feel unique.” 
Alternatively, you could ask, “Share something that you want people to know about yourself 
that makes you who you are.” (Teacher should then allow 2-3 students to share, then continue.) 
Another alternative for older students, “I’m not going to make you say this out-loud, but take a 
minute to think seriously about what makes you unique.” Give students a moment to sit with 
this as a mindful moment and then move to the Expanded Framing. 
 

Expanding the frame: 

Teacher script: “Thank you to our volunteers for sharing. Something new to understand here is 
that not only are we and our snowflakes unique, but when we look at our collection of 
snowflakes, it is also unique - a different group would have created a different collection. Jewish 
ethical literature called Mussar often states ‘Not all moments and not all people are the 
same’/” םיוש םדאה לכ אלו םינמזה לכ אל ” (for example, see Pele Yoetz on Teshuva). This is a reminder 
that when we study together, either in havruta, or when we study in small groups, or even like 
now, when we are a full class, when peers are engaged together with the text, they are creating 
a unique understanding that no one of us could have alone or perhaps not even at a different 
time. This highlights the value that belongs to each moment of our study together.” 
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Notes to the Teacher: 

As mentioned in the instructions, tearing after the fourth fold may prove too difficult so it is fine to stop 
after the fourth fold. The effect will be preserved. 
It is tempting to give too much away at the start by using “snowflake” or “diversity” type words before 
doing the activity. It is much more effective to wait until the snowflakes have been created. 


